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Minutes of the Parish Council meeting, held on Tuesday 2nd March 2010 in The Cricket Pavilion, Gilberts Drive, East Dean which commenced at 7.30 pm.
Councillors present: T Hervey (Chair), M Delaney,  R Page, Mrs C Tyndall, S Wilcox and D Windsor. 
Also In attendance:  District Councillor C Peck, Highways Liaison Officer Mr J Fyfield, and The Clerk, L Fisher
Public questions:  
There were no public questions tabled.


Prior to the commencement of the meeting prayers were read.
C.182
Acceptance of Apologies of absence  

Councillors Mrs L Charlwood and M Link,
C.183  
Declaration of Interests 

There were none.
C.184
Minutes of the meeting held on the 4th February 2010


The minutes of the meeting held 4th February 2010 were approved as a true record and agreed by Council. 
C.185
Urgent Items, for consideration, not for decision 


 There were none.

C.186
Report from District Councillor 

District Councillor C Peck advised Members of Council of the following matters:-
· He was delighted to note that the under-lease of the village hall had now been resolved.

· That the two Parish Council nominees from Southease and Willingdon & Jevington had been elected to serve on the newly formed South Downs National Park Committee.
· That the Council Tax agreed by Wealden District Council, which encompasses the County Council, Police and other authority requirements was agreed at 2.7%




It was Resolved:





C.186.1   That the Report from District Councillor C Peck be noted. 




(Note: 7.45 Councillor Peck left the meeting)
C.187 
Reports of Committees



A. Planning Committee Report
Planning Committee Meeting 1st February 2010

WD/2010/0113/F - 57 Micheldene Road, East Dean BN20 0JY

Proposed loft conversion including new dormers to front and rear elevations.
No objections.

WD/2010/0068/F - 13 The Ridgeway, Friston BN20 0EU

Removal of existing conservatory, internal alterations and erection of two storey rear extension with pergola.

No objections provided that obscure glass is used in the en-suite bathroom window.

WD/2010/0129/F – Went Acre, Went Way, East Dean, BN20 0DB

Replacement building

The plans had not arrived in time to consider this application. The Committee felt that the full Council should decide whether to consider this at the 4th February meeting or delegate it to the Planning Committee. Also an email was expected from Ashdown Planning Consultancy on behalf of the applicant which was also not received.

Deferred initially to Parish Council meeting of 4th February 2010.

WD/2009/2542/F - 2 The Ridgeway, Friston, BN20 OEZ
Amended application previously considered on 4th January 2010.

All comments previously made still hold as we cannot see from the plans whether the amendments made ensure that the development does not extend beyond the building line. After further consideration we also wish to raise the concern of the noise emanating from the Plant Room which is close to the boundary and which we believe is contrary to the Wealden Design Guide Section10 Item 1.7.


We recommend refusal.
Planning Committee Meeting 15th February 2010
WD/2010/0129/F – Went Acre, Went Way, East Dean, BN20 0DB

Replacement building

The Committee were supportive of the replacement building but had a couple of concerns that they would like to see addressed:-

The letter from the Agent stated that the proposed garage would not be visible in the landscape as it is proposed to lower the levels on this part of the site. The Committee would like to ask for screening trees to be provided if the garage is still visible to walkers on Went Way passing the house.
The Committee appreciates the proposal to use the access track from Gilberts Drive but would ask that the track be returned to its current state when the project is completed. It is understood that the track is privately owned, and not a Right of Way, but it is kindly made available for public use.


We recommend approval.
Planning Application Decisions by WDC

	Application
	Address
	PC 
Recommend
	WDC 
Decision

	WD/2010/0068 
	13 The Ridgeway, Friston 
	No Objections
	Approval

	WD/2009/2640 
	Paynes Dene, Crowlink Lane, Friston 
	Refusal
	Withdrawn

	WD/2009/2542
	2 The Ridgeway, Friston 
	Refusal
	Approval





It was Resolved:





C.187.A   That the Report from the Chair of the Planning Committee be noted. 





  
  B. Finance & General Purposes Committee Report 
The Chair of the Finance & General Purposes Committee updated Members as follows: 
The Clerk and The Chair visited the shopkeepers at Downlands Way to discuss the disabled parking bay. It was agreed that the preferred two bays to use to convert to a single disabled bay were the two outside the hairdressers as one bay was rarely used because of the difficulty of access. The work would be scheduled for a Monday afternoon in two tranches – to install the drop kerb and then to mark out the bays. Advance warning would be given to the shop-keepers – all of whom were seen. The Clerk is now progressing the order.
Councillor Page has kindly researched the flagpole purchase again and it has been decided to purchase a 6m pole with external halyard – resulting in a saving of £68 over the previous quote. We are just awaiting some more information on installation costs before ordering.
Councillor Charlwood kindly located the appropriate type of plaques for Jess and Grace Taylor. These plaques are now available for pickup tomorrow together with the updated gavel plate.

The new Noticeboards for the Downlands Way shops have been ordered and work is due to start this week on building the boards.
It was Resolved:

C.187.B   That the Report from the Chair of the Finance & General Purposes Committee be noted.

C. Rights of Way Committee Report
The Chair of the Rights of Way Committee updated Members as follows: 
The ROW Committee met on 26th February.
The expenditure during the current financial year was noted and the routine maintenance required during 2010 -11 was agreed in line with the budget. Two matters which are not routine were agreed.

1. The installation of a dog waste bin on the NE corner of The Greensward.

2. To support a request from the residents of The Outlook to the Highways Department to make the grass verge in Jevington Road leading from The Outlook to Windmill Lane into a suitable path for pedestrians so that they do not have to walk on this busy stretch of road.
Council were also advised that the old public seat on The Greensward needs replacing, this seat was originally donated in memory of a leading member of the East Dean Players, Council agreed to ask the Players  whether they wished to make a contribution towards a replacement seat.

It was Resolved:



 C.187.C That the Report from the Chair of the Rights of Way Committee be noted.



    
D. Recreation Ground Committee Report


The Chair of the Recreation Ground Committee provided a written report in her absence as follows:
There has been no meeting. Mr. Franklin has replaced all three hinges on the door of the pavilion, 2 had broken and it was only held on by one hinge, he will continue with the remaining work as & when the weather permits.

The contractor who will prepare the wild flower strip has likewise been held up because of the bad weather.

We are waiting to hear from Wicksteeds when they will do the safety surface repairs and install the new equipment in the children’s play area.

Dog fouling has been even worse recently, with more than ever.
The Vice-Chair of the Committee alerted Members to the poor condition of the outer fabric of parts of the pavilion and that the recent bad weather had exacerbated the problem further. Members viewed the damage and it was noted that some repairs had already been started on the woodwork, at the time of the meeting it was not established exactly who had commenced the work.

It was also noted that dog fouling was again causing considerable problems in the Recreation Ground and The Clerk was requested to contact the Animal Warden at Wealden District Council for an urgent visit.


It was Resolved:

C.187.D That the Report from the Chair of the Recreation Ground Committee be noted.


E. Bonfire/Village Events Committee Report


The Chair of the Council reported, in the absence of the Chair of the Committee, that the St John Ambulance had been booked for this year’s event together with the public address system.


It was Resolved:

C.187.E That the Report from the Chair of the Bonfire/Village Events Committee be noted.
C.188
Chair of the Council - correspondence and general matters.


The Chair of the Council had received correspondence from Marshalls Paving regarding new planning legislation on the resurfacing of driveways, the correspondence was passed to the Chair of the Planning Committee for information when considering applications for driveways.

It was Resolved:

C188.1  That the item be noted.
C.189

Village Action Plan
The Chair of the Village Action Plan Committee advised Council that there was nothing new to report.


It was Resolved:

C.189.1 That the item be noted.

C.190
Report from County Councillor 

County Councillor Shing did not attend the meeting and no report was tabled.
C.191
Annual Parish Meeting.

Members discussed the final details of the planned Annual Village meeting which is to take place on Thursday 4th March 2010. Members also previewed the Council Annual Report which was tabled for consideration. The Chair of the Council thanked the respective Chairs of Committees for their input into the document. 



It was Resolved:


C.191.1 That the item be noted.

C.192
Clerk’s Correspondence/Visitors Received


Members noted the correspondence received by The Clerk on behalf of the Council over the past month and noted that there had been one visit to The Clerk from two local residents.

One letter of concern had been received by The Chair of the Council over the positioning of the “snow fences” sited on the Downs adjacent to the A259 Eastbourne Road which did not seem to fulfil their function this winter to reduce the levels of snow drifting onto the A259.

The Clerk was requested to write to Eastbourne Borough Council to seek their views to re-position the fences in future years to reduce the levels of potential snow drift.


C.192.1 That the item and the actions to be taken be noted.
C.193
Payments and Receipts

Council considered the schedule of payments and receipts for the month of February 2010 as follows:
Cheque No 

Payable to 


Amount


103331
St John Ambulance (Bonfire)

£200.00
103332
L Fisher (Salary)


£673.90


(Recpt)
Wealden D C (Play equip 95%)
(9,025.00)


103333
Post Office (Water bill Rec)

£34.30



103334
T Hervey, (Refreshments Mtg)
£112.42


103335
M Delaney (Engraving Various)
£120.00

It was Resolved:

C.193.1 That the payments as detailed above be approved and that The Clerk be authorised to release the cheques for payment. 
C.194
Monthly Surgery

Councillor Mrs C Tyndall gave details of the Councillors’ surgery held in the village hall as follows:

Attendance was excellent with some 40 people in all, the coffee and cakes soon went.  The main topic of conversation was the recent snow and what was to be done regarding the gritting situation for next year.   No one wanted a grit  bin outside their house.  It was suggested that people might steal the grit in the night to put on their own drives.  A point to think about.

One request was made for clearing Went Way of leaves and debris, also the footpath that runs alongside Lower Street from Went Way.

Rita Laws wished to thank the Parish Council for printing up the information on “Who to Contact” and “Who does What”.  These were handed out to all tables with the PC’s “Code of Best Practise”. Wealden District Council’s “Benefit News-letter” was also on everyone’s table. Everyone had an enjoyable morning even though the rain continued to fall outside.

C.195
Progress Report


The Clerk updated Members on outstanding matters from previous meetings.


It was Resolved:


C.195.1 That the Progress Report be noted.
C.196
Highways Liaison Officer’s Report

The Highways Liaison Officer advised Council that :-
· The blocked surface water drain on the A259 has been attended to by the Highways Department but they were unable to resolve the problem on the first visit, a second visit is awaited.

· Potholes in the highway surface remain a major problem in the village with further serious new holes appearing at various points in Gilberts Drive, the Highways Officer will again make contact with the County Council.


It was Resolved:


C.196.1 That the Report from the Highways Liaison Officer be noted.

C.197
Items for next meeting

Other than the normal business there were no items identified for the next meeting on the 1st April 2010

  The meeting closed at 8.47 pm
  
Signed……………………………………………………..


Dated………………………………………………………

Clerk to the Parish Council


Mr Len Fisher


C/o Downs leisure Centre,


Sutton Road

Seaford,


East Sussex


BN25 4QW

Telephone 01323 493024
   Email parishcouncil@eastdeanvillage.org.uk
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