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Minutes of the Parish Council meeting, held on Thursday 3rd June 2010 in The Small Hall, The Village Hall, Village Green Lane, East Dean which commenced at 7.30 pm.
Councillors present: T Hervey (Chair), Mrs L Charlwood, M Delaney, R Page, Mrs C Tyndall, S Wilcox and D Windsor. 
Also In attendance:  District Councillor C Peck, Highways Liaison Officer Mr J Fyfield, and The Clerk, L Fisher, Mr M Higgs, Senior Engineer, Traffic Management, East Sussex County Council, M Morter, Police Community Support Officer , plus eight members of the public.
Public questions:  
There were no public questions.

Prior to the commencement of the meeting prayers were read.
C.28
Acceptance of Apologies of absence  

Councillor M Link
C.29
 Declaration of Interests 

Non pecuniary interests were declared by Councillors T Hervey, R Page and S Wilcox on the item regarding a request for further parking restrictions on Upper Street and Lower Street. All three Councillors have properties that could be affected by any alterations. The interests were however non pecuniary and Members were allowed to take part in the debate and vote on the subject.
C.30
Minutes of the meetings held on the 4th May 2010


The minutes of the two meetings held 4th May 2010 were approved as a true record and agreed by Council. 
C.31
Urgent Items, for consideration, not for decision 


 There were none.

C.32
Report from District Councillor 

District Councillor C Peck advised Members of Council of the following matters:-
· That Council should look at a village association called Buriton who have provided a number of services to their community their web site address is www.buriton.org.uk
· That Councillor Peck has recently been made the Chairman of the Wealden District Council’s Environment & Scrutiny Committee the role of which is to ensure that the District Council carry out their business honestly and efficiently.





It was Resolved:





C. 32.1 That the Report from District Councillor C Peck be noted. 

C.33
Delivering the South Downs National Park Authority Planning Service

Councillor C Peck introduced this item and explained that from the 1st April 2010 the South Downs National Park (SDNP) officially came into being. All affected Councils have been approached by the Interim Head of Planning of the South Downs National Park Authority (SDNPA) to establish if it would be their preference  to adopt the “Traditional” approach in that the SDNP provides ALL the services relating to the consideration of ALL planning applications or, whether Council felt it would be more beneficial to delegate some of the planning work to, in our case, Wealden District Council.
Whichever option is chosen the SDNPA will be the sole planning authority for the park area, even with the option of Delegation taken by the local authorities the planning decisions would still be considered SDNPA decisions.
The SDNPA will still have overall control of the planning process for those areas which are within the park boundary even if the fifteen or so planning authorities are delegated to deal with the planning applications in these areas.
The current view is that a “Delegation “ option would enable the SDNPA to establish itself for three years at which stage the process could be reviewed. The SDNPA have the powers to “call in” any contentious applications from any of the fifteen authorities at any stage.
Members felt at this stage that the level of service currently provided by Wealden District Council meets the village requirements and therefore opted for the “Delegation “option.





It was Resolved:

C. 33.1 That this Council support the option of “Delegation” to Wealden District Council for all planning matters relating to the parish of East Dean & Friston.


(Note: 19.45 pm  Councillor Peck left the meeting)

(Note Council agreed to suspend Standing Order for the following two items to enable the public present to participate in the discussions)
C.34
Presentation by the Senior Engineer, Traffic Management, East Sussex County Council over current speed limits throughout the county.
Council received a presentation from the Senior Engineer, Traffic Management, East Sussex County Council, as part of his role in looking into current speed limits on Sussex roads, primarily the A and B roads that pass through villages.

The County Council are working to guidelines agreed by their Cabinet which, in simple terms, means that villages can expect 30mph speed restrictions if they have at least 20 properties that “front” on to the highway and that are visible to motorists.

Council were advised that East Dean village does NOT match that criteria and as a result the County Council would not currently consider altering the current 40mph limit to 30mph as part of this current review.

A number of examples were provided of recent “near misses” in the village one involving a member of the local Police. Other resident evidence was also produced highlighting the need for the village to have a reduced limit. All of the discussions however were to no avail and the County Council’s stance on the decision was unmoved.
After a number of heated arguments on the matter the Senior Engineer did agree to look again at perhaps moving the points where the speed limit changes from 60mph to 40mph with a view to moving them further back and therefore possibly reduce the overall speed of vehicles approaching the village.
Council and members of the public were extremely disappointed in the outcome of the debate and requested The Clerk to write their concerns to Councillor Mathew Locke, Lead Member for Transport & Environment, East Sussex County Council, to seek a review of the decision as regards to East Dean & Friston.





It was Resolved:


C. 34.1 That The Clerk be requested to urgently write to the County Council’s Lead members for Transport and Environment seeking a review of the current decision not to alter the speed limit through the village from 40mph to 30mph. 


(Note: Because of the number of public in attendance for the following item Council agreed that it be brought forward on the agenda to this point)

C.35
Petition over traffic Went Way/Upper Street

Members considered the contents of a petition received from a number of residents who live in Went Way who experience difficulties with parked vehicles in the vicinity which could cause difficulties for access of emergency vehicles. In essence the residents are seeking an extension of the existing yellow lines to restrict parking and consideration to be given to turn Upper Street and Lower Street into a one-way system.

A number of residents gave evidence of their experiences with inconsiderate and illegal parking by visitors or indeed villagers. Examples of problems with emergency service vehicles gaining access to properties adjacent were of real concern to the local residents.

After some discussion on the matter it was agreed that The Clerk makes urgent contact with Officers of East Sussex County Council Highways to arrange a site meeting where residents and Officers could look at the affected areas and potential solutions. The Clerk would also contact the emergency services to see if any access problems had been logged.

It was Resolved:

C.35.1 That The Clerk be requested to arrange a meeting with Officers from East Sussex County Council Highways Division as soon as practicable.



(Note: Standing Orders were reinstated at the end of this item)

C.36
Reports of Committees



A. Planning Committee Report
Planning Committee Meeting 10th May 2010

No meeting was held but the following application was dealt with under delegated powers:-
WD/2010/0854 - 1 Hillside, East Dean BN20 0HE 

New decked terrace with mix of timber & glass balustrade along with removal of existing windows and replaced with new French door sets

We would request that the glass balustrade is replaced with a timber or wrought iron balustrade to be more in keeping with the traditional style of the village environment, as this property is highly visible within the village. We consider that additional glass in the balustrade would only heighten the effect of a dominance of glass due to the large expanse of glass solar panels already installed in the roof.

No objections subject to the above condition.

Planning Committee Meeting 24th May 2010

WD/2010/0827 - 1 Michel Close, East Dean BN20 0JS

Construction of dormer to rear and insertion of 2 roof-lights to rear

The proposed conversion is unacceptable and contravenes Wealden Local Plan EN27 (2). It will have an adverse impact on the privacy of a neighbouring property in Dene Close. This proposed conversion will overshadow and cause a total lack of privacy.

It also contravenes Wealden Revised (non statutory) Plan policy BE1 (1) – the siting of the proposed dormer window will have views over the neighbouring property.

In addition it contravenes policy BE1 (7) – there will be an adverse impact on the privacy of a neighbouring property by reason of outlook scale and height.

We therefore recommend refusal.

WD/2010/0964 - 1 Windmill Lane, Friston, BN20 0EE

Erection of two storey side extension to form a family annexe.

The proposed extension contravenes Wealden Local Plan EN27 (3).  It will not be including adequate provision of garden space or landscaped areas as this huge extension will be taking away precious garden space.  Revised (non statutory) WLP Policy BE1. (2) The size, massing and scale of the proportions are not compatible with the character of its surroundings. (4) The important trees and hedgerows are not being retained and no opportunity is being taken to enhance the wild life potential on the site.  (8)  It will not reduce opportunities for criminal behaviour being that vehicles will be parked on the driveway instead of in a garage as the present garage is being converted into living space.  Taking away the garage may set a precedent for others who are keen to have more living accommodation.  This proposed extension will not enhance or protect the area of Out Standing Natural Beauty it will only exaggerate the overwhelming feel of high density in a low density area.  It will not enhance or conserve the irreplaceable local distinct heritage surrounding this property.

We therefore recommend refusal.

Planning Application Decisions by WDC

	Application
	Address
	PC 
Recommend
	WDC 
Decision

	WD/2010/0498


	The Warren, Downsview Lane, East Dean BN20 0DS
	Refusal
	Refusal






It was Resolved:





C. 36.A That the Report from the Chair of the Planning Committee be noted. 





  
  B. Finance & General Purposes Committee Report 
The Chair of the Finance & General Purposes Committee updated Members as follows:
The quotation for renewing the existing bay markings at the same time as the marking of the disabled bay and new additional bay was accepted and the Clerk has arranged for the work to be done on Monday 7th June after 12pm.

Ron Franklyn is investigating the possibility of a wooden cover for the base of the flagpole – thanks to Councillor Page for liaising with him.

The cork backing has been installed in the new Downlands Way Notice boards. Thanks to Councillor Hervey for installing a slab to enable the new Village Hall Notice board to be accessed through the shrubbery.
Members were also alerted of the need for future works, such as the flag pole installation,  might include provision for some sort of “Clerk of the Works” to ensure that the installations/work meets the requirements of the Council as it was recognised that Members do not have the level of expertise in all matters of this kind. It was agreed that the evaluation of any future projects in advance and the possibility of  securing the services of a local expert to oversee installations etc would be discussed at the next F&GP meeting..
It was Resolved:

C. 36.B That the Report from the Chair of the Finance & General Purposes Committee be noted.

C. Rights of Way Committee Report
The Chair of the Rights of Way Committee updated Members as follows: 
The ROW Committee has not met since the last PCM and will meet next on 8th July.
FP 17 (Peakdean Close to Warren Lane

This path is becoming overgrown and needs strimming.  The Clerk has been asked to contact the mowing contractor.

FP 18 (Peakdean Lane to The Brow)

This path is becoming overgrown and needs strimming.  The Clerk has been asked to contact the mowing contractor.  We are still awaiting a response from the South Downs Joint Committee regarding the replacement of the risers on this steep path.

Bus Shelters at Friston
Having been re-roofed both these bus shelters are about to be painted.  The one of the south side of the A259 may need some additional work because some of the lower outer planks at the back and sides are rotten.  This has been caused by a built up of soil and leaves around the base. The extent of the problem will not be know until the rotten planks are stripped away and the upright become visible.  This bus shelter is never used (as a bus shelter) because, when in or by the shelter,  it is impossible to see buses coming up Friston Hill in sufficient time to dash to the actual bus stop which is located about 25 metres away. If the shelter was moved closer to the bus stop it would be unsightly and spoil the view of the pond. The cost of any remedial work is uncertain and the PC might question the need to do it under the circumstances.
Public Seats
Seat in Memory of Fred Bicks

This seat, on the West side of The Greensward, had now been replaced by the PC. The East Dean Players have agreed to pay for the supply and installation of it.  The Players will add a commemorative plaque to it at their expense.

Seat at Friston South bus stop

As the bus shelter is remote from this bus stop passengers have nowhere to sit when waiting for a bus.  There is some demand for a seat to be placed there and the ROW Committee ask the PC for permission to install one there.  It is understood that the land in question is owned by the PC. The ROW Committee has made no provision for the cost of supplying a new seat.  However, the old seat from the Greensward, which was replaced by Cllr Mrs Tyndall, would be suitable after some repair work. It was resolved to agree that the work be carried out.
Waste Bins

The Village Green

At bank holidays and weekends it is apparent that there is a need for a larger bin opposite Frith & Little.  The existing one is too small and overflows at busy times.

Friston Pond

The bin closest to Crowlink Lane is frequently overflowing and the ROW Committee must consider having an additional bin there.  This bin is adjacent to a public seat which is used a lot by walkers stopping for a snack.

Dog Poo Bin on the Greensward

Further complimentary comments have been received from Residents who have found this bin useful (See also minute C.38)

It was Resolved:



 C. 36.C That the Report from the Chair of the Rights of Way Committee be noted.



    
D. Recreation Ground Committee Report
The Chair of the Recreation Ground Committee reported as follows:- 

There had been no recent meeting. Mr Franklin has repaired the damaged fence just inside the children’s play area and also replaced and fixed in some of the perimeter posts, hopefully people will no longer use this as a means of access.


Councillor Wilcox and myself have sown the wild flower seeds in the prepared bio-diversity strip, lets hope that the imminent rain will assist them to germinate.

The new play equipment is very popular with residents and visitors and children alike.


It was Resolved:

C.36.D That the Report from the Chair of the Recreation Ground Committee be noted.


E. Bonfire/Village Events Committee Report


There was no report as such produced however members were advised that the bonfire  event was on schedule and that the main sponsor was likely to be the same as last year. Members considered the option of one of the main sponsors being co-opted on the Bonfire Committee to assist in the event, Members felt that this was an excellent idea.

C.36.E That the update from the Chair of the Council be noted
C.37
Annual Return, Year End accounts for the financial Year ended 31st March 2010, Internal Auditors Annual Return
Members considered the contents of Report no 01/10 which gave comprehensive details of the Year End accounts for the financial year ended 31st March 2010, the Internal Auditors year end report for the same year and details of the submission to Mazars, the External Auditors for the annual return.
It was noted that the Council had NOT been selected as one of the 5% of Council’s that were required to submit additional supporting information, to a certain extent that made the production of the associated paperwork less time consuming.

Council were also asked to consider the effectiveness of the Internal Auditor specifically against the requirements within the Governance and Accountability Guidelines to ensure that our existing arrangements for Internal Audit met those, and the Council’s needs.
The Chair of the Finance & General Purposes Committee also suggested that when a fully detailed risk assessment document had been finalised that it should be presented to Council on a quarterly basis.

Members thanked both the Chair of the Council and the Chair of the Finance & General Purposes Committee in the diligent manner that they had presented the final accounts on time and, in readiness, for presentation to Council and,


It was Resolved:


C.37.1  To approve the Year end Accounts for the Financial Year ended 31st March 2010 as detailed within Report No 01/10

C.37.2  To approve Section 1 & 2 of the Annual Return submission to Mazars, the External  Auditors for the Financial year ended 31st March 2010.
C.37.3  To approve the effectiveness of the Internal Audit arrangements by the use of   Peter J Consultants to meet the needs of the Governance and Accountability Practitioners Guide 2008,(as detailed within section 1.4 of the Report)



C.37.4
To approve the use of Peter J Consultants to act as this Council’s Internal Auditor for the year.


C.37.5  To note the Year End report from the Internal Auditor as detailed within the Report
C.37.6   To note the appointed date for the exercise of electors rights and comments on  the accounts and to note that the relevant notice will be posted in a prominent place in the village for the prescribed period,
The motions were put to Council and declared carried
C.38
Resident complaint re Dog waste bin at The Greensward
Members considered the contents of a letter from a resident who lives adjacent to The Greensward and who is unhappy with the Council’s decision to place a dog waste bin on The Greensward. The resident advises that she believes that there is not an issue of dog fouling on the area concerned.
Members considered this matter and noted that the bin was only placed there for a trial period of one year at which time the usage would be evaluated and a decision taken as to its future. Members also felt that there had been several very positive comments received from residents following the installation. (Minute C.36 also refers)
The Clerk was requested to write back to the resident concerned advising Council’s position on this issue.

It was Resolved:
C.38.1 That the trial of one year period should remain and that The Clerk of the Council be requested to write to the resident concerned advising of the Council’s position.
C.39
East Dean Downlands Road issues
Councillor Mrs C Tyndall presented Members with a background into the problems with arranging the road gulleys on the private estate roads to be cleared of a build up of debris over the years which, results in flooding during heavy rain.

Councillor Tyndall had made a number of contacts with representatives of the Estate Roads Company in an attempt to have the gulleys cleared, to date the problem still exists 

There are also problems with some of the roads not being repaired at present. Members felt that whilst the estate roads were, to a certain extent, a private matter, that the Council should at least write to representatives of the Roads Company seeking assurances that the residents concerns would be addressed.

It was Resolved:
C.39.1 That the Report from Councillor Mrs C Tyndall be noted and that The Clerk be requested to write to the Roads Company before their A.G.M requesting their views on the issues raised.
C.40
Chair of the Council - correspondence and general matters.


The Chair of the Council advised Members that he had received no correspondence to note

C.41

Village Action Plan
The Chair of the Village Action Plan Working Group advised Council that there was nothing to report. The Chair of the Recreation Ground Committee gave Members a brief overview of a meeting she attended in Lewes regarding the South Downs National Park.


C.42
Report from County Councillor 

County Councillor D Shing provided a written report as follows:-

EASTBOURNE PARKING REVIEW
Prior to the General Election, East Sussex County Council announced that it would finalise it’s parking review for the parking scheme in Eastbourne. The review looks to implement restrictions in the Hampden Park Railway Station area, such restrictions would increase the parking in Polegate and Willingdon as commuters are more than likely to park here where there are no restrictions.
 RETIREMENT OF CHIEF EXECUTIVE AT EAST SUSSEX COUNTY COUNCIL

As some Councillors will have heard, Ms Cheryl Miller, who has been the Chief Executive of East Sussex County Council retired in April and has been replaced by former Director of Governance and Community Services, Ms Becky Shaw.

TRANSPORT AND ENVIRONMENT ANNUAL PARISH MEETING

As in previous years the County Council will be holding other annual Parish meeting for Parishes to meet with and hear about work in Transport and Environment. It is a well attended day and gives the parishes an opportunity to meet some of the County Highways Team and hear about current issues and participate in shaping work such as our Local Transport Plan.

The Director for Transport and Environment at East Sussex, Mr Rupert Clubb has informed me that his team will be holding this years event at the Uckfield Civic Centre on 23 July all day.

Topics for the day include Winter Maintenance, Waste and Waste core strategy progress, Rights of Way and Climate Change. There will also be some interactive work on our Local Transport Plan development and Community Transport. 
Enclosed is an update from Mr Rupert Clubb, Director of Transport and Environment for your information.  

"You will recall the 2010/11 budget allowed for some prudential borrowing of £8.5m to supplement our highways resurfacing programme and deal with some of our worst roads. I thought it timely to update you on progress.  The £8.5m additional borrowing, plus our already planned expenditure on highway improvement, amounts to £23m based on the current schedule of rates in our contract. However, by taking a programme approach and driving down costs we have negotiated with our contractor May Gurney for them to deliver this £23m of work for £19.5m - representing a saving on current contract rates of 15.2%. This programming work means that keeping to it is important in realising the savings we can achieve.

On the ground this means 242 resurfacing schemes will be completed over the next two years amounting to improvements to 6% of our road network with a focus on tackling the worst condition roads. To give us some assurance that our approach is sound we have sought, and received some external expert validation. 

Our aim is to both improve the condition of our roads and our standing in terms of comparative road condition against other local authorities. It is important to recognise that the work will not cover every road in East Sussex and will only deal with our worst condition roads. For every Member we are currently preparing a pack, with a map, to show what is programmed and when it happens. We will also be sending this out to parishes and town councils and be discussing our approach with them at our Parish meeting on the 23rd July.

I should stress again this will not cover every road in East Sussex but will deal with our worst condition roads. Clearly another bad winter will have a negative impact on road condition.  You should also note that there will be some disruption to traffic when we are undertaking work which may attract localised negative publicity which we will seek to avoid, and if necessary counter, through a strong communication plan explaining both our overall plan and investment and practical impact in areas.

We will be putting information on our internet, which will include maps showing where and when work will take place. This will complement the pack you will receive for your ward. 
We have already started with the programme and in April completed 8 schemes in Ewhurst, Uckfield, Whatlington, Piltdown, Hartfield, Exceat and East Dean."

The area of Exceat and East Dean as reported above has been completed and was part of the A259 works at Exceat. Over 4000 tonnes of material was laid over 4 nights.




It was Resolved:


C. 42.1 That the Report from the East Sussex County Councillor be welcomed and noted.
C.43
Clerk’s Correspondence/Visitors Received


Members noted the correspondence received by The Clerk on behalf of the Council over the past month and noted that there had been no resident visits.

 
It was Resolved:


C. 43.1 That the item and the actions to be taken be noted.
C.44
Payments and Receipts


Council considered the schedule of payments and receipts for the month of May 2010 as follows:
Cheque No 

Payable to 


Amount



103368

Frontier fireworks(deposit)
£240.00


103369

Post Office(Elec bill Rec)
£38.20



103370

R Franklin (Assorted)

£167.00


103371

L Fisher (Salary)

£700.59


103372

P Frost (Internal Audit)
£179.00


103373

K Russell (Bio-Diversity)
£587.00

103374

P Markwick (Shower Rec)
£84.60
It was Resolved:
C.44.1 That the payments as detailed above be approved and that The Clerk be authorised to release the cheques for payment. 
C.45
Councillors Monthly Surgery

Councillor Mrs C Tyndall gave details of the Councillors’ surgery held in the village hall as follows:-
· There were representatives of Sussex Police, Downlands Heartstart and a packed number of attendees.

· There were complimentary remarks made about the provision of the dog waste bin on the Greensward.

· A question was raised as to whether local residents might get free parking at the National Trust Centre at Birling Gap.
(Note: Members felt that it would be best for the individual concerned to contact the National Trust given their special circumstances) 

C.46
Progress Report


The Clerk updated Members on outstanding matters from previous meetings.


It was Resolved:


C. 46.1That the Progress Report be noted.
C.47
Highways Liaison Officer’s Report

The Highways Liaison Officer advised Council that there were three items to note as follows:-
· That the surface water drain has still not been cleared on the A259 and the work is  waiting re-scheduling by County Highways.

· That the District Council is in the process of emptying the gulleys on the main roads.

· And that there remained some serious potholes on Gilbert Drive and  Birling Gap Road for which he was currently following up with County Highways for repairs. 

It was Resolved:

C.47.1 That the Report from the Highways Liaison Officer be noted.
C.48
Items for next meeting (1st July 2010)

Bonfire Committee, date to be arranged, Cuckmere Community Bus service, Floral displays/hanging baskets in village

  The meeting closed at 9.55 pm
  
Signed……………………………………………………..


Dated………………………………………………………

Clerk to the Parish Council


Mr Len Fisher


C/o Downs leisure Centre,


Sutton Road

Seaford,


East Sussex


BN25 4QW

Telephone 01323 493024
   Email parishcouncil@eastdeanvillage.org.uk
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