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Minutes of the Parish Council meeting, held on Thursday 1st April 2010 in The Small Hall, The Village Hall, Village Green Lane, East Dean which commenced at 7.30 pm.
Councillors present: T Hervey (Chair), Mrs L Charlwood, M Delaney, R Page, Mrs C Tyndall, S Wilcox and D Windsor. 
Also In attendance:  District Councillor C Peck, Highways Liaison Officer Mr J Fyfield, and The Clerk, L Fisher
Public questions:  
Mr S Worsfold

Council are asked to consider requesting to East Sussex.



County Council to review the existing speed limits through the 




village with a view to a reduction in places to 30mph.
(Council agreed that this item would be tabled at the next meeting for discussion)
Prior to the commencement of the meeting prayers were read.
C.197
Acceptance of Apologies of absence  

Councillor M Link
C.198  Declaration of Interests 

Councillor Mrs C Tyndall declared a non prejudicial interest in item 19, Payments and Receipts as one of the payees is personally known to her.
C.199
Minutes of the meeting held on the 2nd March 2010


The minutes of the meeting held 2nd March 2010 were approved as a true record and agreed by Council. 
C.200
Urgent Items, for consideration, not for decision 


 There were none.

C.201
Report from District Councillor 

District Councillor C Peck advised Members of Council of the following matters:-
· That he had received notification from Wealden District Council on proposed Parish Councillor numbers for East Dean & Friston being set at nine from 1st April 2011.

· That the issue of a revision of the speed limit through the village needs to be formally taken up with East Sussex County Council, not Wealden District Council

· That the overall Council tax for Wealden District had now been set and that the District Council would be utilising some of their Reserves this forthcoming year to underpin the required services.

· That all the repair and re-instatement work around Friston Reservoir had now been effected satisfactory and could the Council write to the water authority thanking them?

· That the South Downs National Park officially came into being from 1st April 2010. 





It was Resolved:





C.201.1   That the Report from District Councillor C Peck be noted. 




(Note: 7.45pm  Councillor Peck left the meeting)
C.202 
Reports of Committees



A. Planning Committee Report

Planning Committee Meeting 1stMarch 2010

WD/2010/0239 - 17 The Brow, Friston BN20 0ES
Erection of single storey extensions at side/rear and at front and new gates (vehicular access) and convert garage.
We appreciate the reduction in the rear extension from the two-storey extension in the previous application (WD/2009/2445) to a single-storey extension. However we still believe that the rear extension does not integrate well with the existing building and destroys the pleasing symmetry of the existing main building.

The proposed velux roof lights in the present garage block would not enhance or maintain the essential character and quality of the area, but would be detrimental and visually damaging to the property and surrounding area. We appreciate that the house-facing veluxes have been removed but the additional road-facing velux only exacerbates the situation. We also consider that the garage block is over-dominant as seen from the proposed entrance.


The proposed re-siting of the entrance to the property would seem to afford clear views to the front of the building from the street. This reinforces our concerns regarding the visual impact of the proposed changes to the street scene.


We therefore recommend refusal.

Planning Committee Meeting 15th March 2010
WD/2010/0113 - 57 Micheldene Road, East Dean, BN20 0JY
Proposed loft conversion including new dormers to front and rear elevation

No Objections

WD/2010/0333 - Old Vicarage Cottage, Crowlink Lane, Friston BN20 0AU
Demolition of existing rear conservatory and erection of side extension and internal alterations. Erection of replacement garage and ancillary works to driveway.

This property is in an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty which is contained within the new South Downs National Park . The property is in a unique area adjacent to the ancient monument of Friston Pond . The proposed extension would bring it much closer to Friston Pond and would be detrimental to the beauty of that area. The proposed extension and garage is oversized and contravenes Policy EN27 of the Wealden Local Plan and BE1 of the Non Statutory Wealden Local Plan. There is concern about the use of the garage for living space and the overlooking of the neighbouring property from the proposed office within the garage building. This property is a much-altered 17th century Vicarage and we feel this further extension will detract from the harmonious relationship of the Church, Old Vicarage and the Pond. 

We therefore recommend refusal

WD/2010/0399 - 4 Elven Close, East Dean, BN20 0LJ
Proposed single storey rear extension to form a utility room together with a breakfast area

As this is purely a request to grant Lawful Planning Permission there is no need for the Committee to respond to the application.
Planning Application Decisions by WDC

	Application
	Address
	PC 
Recommend
	WDC 
Decision

	WD/2010/0113 
	57 Micheldene Road, East Dean, BN20 0JY. 
	No Objections
	Approval

	WD/2010/0129 
	Went Acre, Went Way, East Dean, Eastbourne, BN20 0DB 
	Recommend
	Approval

	WD/2010/0239
	17 The Brow, Friston 
BN20 0ES
	Refusal


	Approval

	WD/2010/0399
	4 Elven Close, East Dean, 
BN20 0LJ
	No Decision
	Permission not required





It was Resolved:





C.202.A   That the Report from the Chair of the Planning Committee be noted. 





  
  B. Finance & General Purposes Committee Report 
The Chair of the Finance & General Purposes Committee updated Members as follows: 
The Chair has met with the contractor to discuss the disabled bay drop kerb in Downlands Way. The work is tentatively scheduled for a Monday afternoon in April. The bay markings will be done after the drop kerb.

Many thanks to Peter Marshall for removing the old Village Green flagpole. The suppliers have concreted the support area but have not completed the installation of the new flagpole due to illness and inclement weather.

The work on the new Notice-boards for the Downlands Way shops has been delayed as we agreed to release the carpenter to do urgent work for The Tiger - he has started work today.
The Village Action Plan and Who Does What documents are now available for viewing and downloading on the Parish Council section of the Village Web Site. A new version of the Emergency Plan was also uploaded to the site.

The Chair has met with the Residents Association and the Roads Company to discuss grit bins. An alternative solution using a maintenance company was proposed by Roy Webb and the meeting asked him to obtain quotes as it was viewed as a preferable route.

Mr Charlie Davies-Gilbert has asked us to consider displaying his new maps on our new Notice-boards. These have been circulated by email.

In order to assist in the year-end accounting process can all Committee Chairs let me have details of all capital work which has been ordered before year-end but not paid for.
It was Resolved:

C.202.B   That the Report from the Chair of the Finance & General Purposes Committee be noted.

C. Rights of Way Committee Report
The Chair of the Rights of Way Committee updated Members as follows: 
The ROW Committee has not met since 26th February.

Public Seats

1. The East Dean Players have agreed to replace the seat on western edge of The Greensward which was donated to the Parish Council in Memory of Mr Fred Bicks.  He and his wife were founder members of The Players and the current members would like his memory to be conserved in this manner.  They will fix an inscribed plate to the seat.

2. The Public seat on southern tip of The Greensward was put there by the late Mr Peter Temple Simmonds in memory of Pauline Simmonds. This seat is not owned by the Parish Council and we are not responsible for maintaining it.  It is now in a poor condition and needs attention. We understand that there are no local relatives.  We have contacted The Grange where Mr Simmonds last lived but no information is available. Therefore, it seems appropriate that the Parish Council adopt this seat, give it a coat of paint and wait until somebody would like to donate a new one.

3.  The ownership of the new seat in Downlands Way needs to be specified and the responsibility for its maintenance agreed.
Finger Posts & other signs

1. The footpath finger post that was stolen from the junction of Went Way with footpath 10 has now been replaced.  It was supplied by SDJC and installed by Mr Ron Franklin.  Mr Don Ellis, the owner of No 2 Cornish Cottages,  kindly agreed for the post to be put in his garden on the other side of the flint wall which bounds Went Way.  It is hoped that this will deter future theft or vandalism.

2. The “No Horses” sign has been replaced by Mr Franklin on the junction of footpath 25 with Friston Hill (A259).
Dog waste bin

The Parish Clerk has arranged for WDC to install a dog waste bin on The Greensward.
Footpaths and Bridleways

1. FP 8 (Old Willingdon Road to The Ridgeway)

In August 2008 Cllr Windsor kindly supplied 50 bags of stone to lay on this muddy path and Cllr Tyndall has topped this up from her own supplies.  Nevertheless the mud on this path has always been and continues to be a problem.  Cllr Tyndall obtained a quote to supply and lay 3 tonnes of suitable aggregate on the Old Wilingdon Road section of the path.  Since then the contractor has suggested that this would not be as permanent solution as the stone will continue to sink into the mud.  He recommends that a membrane be laid which would allow water to drain through but stop the mud permeating upwards.  On top of this he has recommend that wood chip be laid this being much cheaper and more attractive than stone.  The whole of the path will be treated in this manner at a cost of £485 (excl VAT).

Vandals have wrecked the handrails and posts at the Old Willingdon Road end of this path and also dislodged the posts (and dumped them across the road) at The Ridgeway end.  The police and NHW have been informed. (See also bus shelters)

2. FP 18 (The Brow to Peakdean Lane)

The SDJC volunteers will replace the damaged risers on this path and infill the spaces with suitable stone which they will supply.  This should happen in April.

Bus Shelters

Both the bus shelters at Friston have now been re-roofed.  Vandals have smashed the window in the shelter at Friston north and damaged part of the timber wall.  This will be replaced with polycarbonate - which does not shatter.  The police and NHW have been informed.

It was Resolved:



 C.202.C That the Report from the Chair of the Rights of Way Committee be noted.



    
D. Recreation Ground Committee Report
The Chair of the Recreation Ground Committee reported as follows:- 
· That Wicksteed, the play equipment contractors, had carried out a repair to the surface of the play area.

· That the contractor providing the new playground equipment had started the work and the site was looking good.

· That the contractor would install the “Free” picnic bench at a cost of £200 which would be funded from savings accrued from the play area budget.

· That work on the final phase of the bio-diversity strip had commenced ready for seeding.

· That the bonfire site looked a mess and the Bonfire Committee be urgently requested to remove all of the resultant metal debris and ash from the site as soon as possible.

It was Resolved:

C.202.D That the Report from the Chair of the Recreation Ground Committee be noted.


E. Bonfire/Village Events Committee Report


No report was tabled, The Clerk was requested to ask the Chair of the Village Events Committee for a progress report to be tabled at the next Council meeting
C.203
Chair of the Council - correspondence and general matters.


The Chair of the Council advised Members that he had received two items of correspondence, one was an invitation from the University of the 3rd Age to attend an Art Festival in the summer and the second item was a request from the Head of Parliamentary Affairs, Micropower Council, for Council to endorse the microgeneration manifesto which Council agreed.

It was Resolved:

C203.1  That the item be noted and that the Clerk be requested to write and thank the U3A for their kind invitation but decline attendance and to endorse the microgeneration manifesto.
C.204

Village Action Plan
The Chair of the Village Action Plan Working Group advised Council that following a meeting of the Working Group on 15th March the purpose of the meeting was to check progress of the VAP.  It was agreed to remove those items which had been accomplished or were thought to be no longer relevant and to produce an updated plan which sets out the objectives in chronological order.  The reference numbers shown relate to those on the original VAP.

UPDATED VILLAGE ACTION PLAN
New Pavilion (and Clerks Office?) Ref 4.2)

Arrange for an outline plan of a new building (with Clerk’s office) to be drawn and apply for outline planning permission. Investigate funding.

Action Already on the agenda for 1st April PCM (see C207)
Village signs. (ref 6.2)

Decision needed on all the new village signs. 

Action Already on the agenda for 1st April PCM (see C209)
Parish Council Newsletter (Ref 4.1)

To publish and display a bi-monthly Parish Council newsletter on our new notice board 1st June 2010

Action Already on the agenda for 1st April PCM (see C210)
Neighbourhood Watch (Ref 5.2)

To re-invigorate the moribund NHW.

Action Already on the agenda for 1st April PCM (see C208)
PC surgery  (ref 6.7)

To supplement the current Thursday coffee morning sessions Residents should be advised that if this time is inconvenient they should contact the Parish Clerk who would, if necessary, arrange an appointment with the appropriate Councillor at an evening surgery.

Action  to be discussed at 1st April PCM  (See C216) when Cllr Tyndal's report is presented.

Health, Social Care & Welfare rights forum (Ref 5.7)

Action  The Clerk to arrange before October 2010

A259 30 mph speed limit. (Ref 5.4) 

(1) Ascertain the cost of installing suitable means of monitoring speed 

(2) Investigate how/if the resulting information could be used

Action  Clerk by 1 December 2010

New Councillors (ref 6.3)

No further active recruitment in view of 2011 election and potential reduction  to 9.

New applicants to be asked to withdraw from the council room whilst Councillors consider their application.

No immediate action


It was Resolved:

C.204.1 That the item be noted but that the item be removed from future agendas unless there is new information to add.
C.205
Report from County Councillor 

County Councillor Shing did not attend the meeting and no report was tabled.



C.206
Mobile communications in the Parish


The Chair of the Council advised Members that since the creation of the Downlands Heartstart organisation the problems of poor telecommunication mobile phone signals had been highlighted more prominently. Villagers had suffered for a number of years with the limited mobile phone coverage from the existing providers in the village.

Members agreed to ask the Planning Committee to explore the possibility of further mobile phone coverage in the village and to report back to a future meeting.



It was Resolved:

C.206.1 That the Chair of the Planning Committee be requested to consider this issue at a future of their committee meetings and to report back to Council in due course.
C.207
Cricket Pavilion/Longer term replacement


The Chair of the Council advised Members that a longer term solution both to the replacement of the cricket pavilion and, a permanent village base for The Clerk to the Council, Members should start thinking of this as a priority. Any new building might also include a small office provision for the Police Community Support Officers as well. There are a number of issues to be considered before any decisions are taken and Council agreed to set up a working party to look at the situation and report back to Council with their findings.



It was Resolved:

C.207.1 That The Clerk be requested to set up a meeting to include the Chairs of the Planning Committee, Recreation Ground and Finance Committee to look at options and report back to Council in due course.
C.208
East Dean & Friston Neighbourhood Watch


Members noted the current situation regarding the local Neighbourhood Watch Group and debated whether the Parish Council should offer assistance in gaining new members and road co-ordinators. After a general discussion it was agreed to leave this as an item on the Village Action Plan at present and review the situation from time to time.



It was Resolved:

C.208.1 That the item be noted.

C.209
Village Signage (Previous minute C.122 refers)

Members requested information as to the original questionnaire sent out by the Council to residents and their views on existing and new directional signage for the village. Members also sought an update from the Davies-Gilbert Estate as to progress on the Warr Group funding bid that they were due to submit some months previous.



After some discussion it was agreed for The Clerk to speak with Mr Charlie Davies-Gilbert to ascertain what progress there had been regarding new signage and the funding bid. 


It was Resolved:

C.209.1 That the item be noted and that The Clerk be requested to speak with Mr Charlie Davies-Gilbert regarding the current position over the funding bid and to report back to a future Council meeting.
C.210
Bi-monthly Newsletter

One of the recommendations from the Village Action Plan Group was to consider the production of a bi-monthly newsletter specifically produced by the Parish Council. All members felt that there was tremendous merit in this proposal and that the concept should be developed further.


It was also noted that a newsletter was one of the pre-requisites for the Council obtaining Quality Status at some future stage.


It was Resolved:

C.210.1 That the item be agreed in principle and that a report would be tabled to a future meeting of Council.

C.211
Mazars Audit of Accounts year ended 31st March 2010


Members noted the timetable schedule for the submission of the year end return to Mazars the External Auditor. The Chair of the Finance & General Purposes Committee advised Members of the process involved and the fact that a date had been set of Wednesday 15th April 2010 for the Internal Audit to be carried out. 


It was noted that the accounts were currently in the process of being finalised before presentation to Council for approval.



It was Resolved:

C.211.1 That the item be noted.

C.212
Wealden District Council decision on proposed Councillor numbers


The Clerk updated Members of the decision by the Wealden District Council’s Regulators and Audit Committee to recommend to the Secretary of State that the proposed Parish Councillor numbers with effect from 1st April 2011 should be fixed at nine.



It was Resolved:

C.212.1 That the item be welcomed and noted.

C.213
Big lottery Fund “Awards for All”


The Clerk advised Members of the successful bid to the National Lottery “Awards for All” for the provision of I.T. equipment for use in the village had been agreed by the National Lottery. The sum to be funded was £7,511, a report will be tabled to a future meeting with proposals as to the purchase of equipment.


It was Resolved:

C.213.1 That the item be welcomed and noted. 
C.214
Clerk’s Correspondence/Visitors Received


Members noted the correspondence received by The Clerk on behalf of the Council over the past month and noted that there had been no resident visits.


C.214.1 That the item and the actions to be taken be noted.
C.215
Payments and Receipts


Council considered the schedule of payments and receipts for the month of March 2010 as follows:
Cheque No 

Payable to 


Amount


103336

Alliance & Leicester (loan)
£2,000



103337

R Franklin (Shelter cleaning)
£50.00
103338

L Fisher (50% Flagpole)
£147.00


103339

Spoiled Cheque

£0.00

103340

R Franklin (assorted wk)
£358.40

103341

Wicksteed (Repairs surface)
£540.50

103342

P Marshall (Bus shelters)
£622.75

103343

L Fisher (salary Mth 12)
£674.10

103344

L Fisher (salary Mth 1)
£700.67

103345

SALC/NALC subs

£501.91

103346

WAVE Leisure (rent)

£293.75

103347

Post Office (HMRC/Paye)
£843.73

103348

Post Office (water bill)
£26.90

103349

R Franklin (Assorted works)
£224.31

103350

Unique (footpath repairs)
£564.00


103351

Downland Heartstart (S137)
£250.00
(Note: Councillor Mrs C Tyndall did not take part in the discussions on this item or vote as one of the payees was personally known to her)
It was Resolved:

C.215.1 That the payments as detailed above be approved and that The Clerk be authorised to release the cheques for payment. 
C.216
Monthly Surgery

Councillor Mrs C Tyndall gave details of the Councillors’ surgery held in the village hall as follows:-

Requests were still being received from residents for the provision of a “Beware Pedestrians” sign to be affixed to the existing traffic post on the entrance to Michel Dene Lane. Council approved the expenditure for this work which would be in the region of £30.


Councillor Mrs C Tyndall also gave more details of the splendid work being carried out by the Downlands Heartstart Volunteers and their continuing need to provide equipment with very little financial backing behind them. Council agreed that a donation of £250 would be made to the group to assist them, this payment would be classified as a Section 137 payment.

(Note: Councillors T Hervey and R Page declared an interest in the Downland Heartstart item immediately it was raised. They did not take part in the discussions on this or vote as they are on the Downland Heartstart Steering Committee)
C.217
Progress Report


The Clerk updated Members on outstanding matters from previous meetings.


It was Resolved:


C.217.1 That the Progress Report be noted.
C.218
Highways Liaison Officer’s Report

The Highways Liaison Officer advised Council that the two outstanding items of potholes in the highway surfaces throughout the village and the existing problems with the surface water drain on the A259 were still un-resolved.
The Clerk was requested to write again to East Sussex County Highways to progress the matter of the surface water drain.

It was Resolved:

C.219.1 That the Report from the Highways Liaison Officer be noted.
C.219
Items for next meeting (Date to be decided)

Speed limits through village

  The meeting closed at 10.16 pm
  
Signed……………………………………………………..


Dated………………………………………………………

Clerk to the Parish Council


Mr Len Fisher


C/o Downs leisure Centre,


Sutton Road

Seaford,


East Sussex


BN25 4QW

Telephone 01323 493024
   Email parishcouncil@eastdeanvillage.org.uk
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