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DRAFT Minutes of a meeting of the Rights of Way Committee held in the Small Hall of the Village Hall, East Dean at 7.30 pm on Wednesday 29th June 2011
Present: Cllr P Hill (in the Chair), Cllr R Coomber, Cllr J Hine, Cllr R Page, Cllr J Sargent, Cllr C Tyndall (substituting for Cllr Windsor), Mrs F Richards,  and Mr J Fyfield. 
In attendance: Mrs K Larkin (Clerk).
RW.1 Public session: - None.

RW.2 Apologies for absence: - None.

RW.3 Declarations of Interest: - None.

RW.4 Notes of the informal meeting held on 16th June 2011:  - The Committee took note. 

RW.5 Matters Arising

The Chair raised the following items:

· Membership of the Committee – Cllr Tyndall had been a member of the Committee in her previous term of office and had signified her wish to continue. The Committee should recommend to Council that the Terms of Reference of the Rights of Way Committee should be altered to permit four (rather than three) councillors to be members in addition to the Chair of Committee and the Chair and Vice Chair of Council ex officio; and to appoint Cllr Tyndall as the fourth member for the current year. 
· Map of Rights of Way – a coloured plan had been prepared to allocate the bridleways and footpaths to particular members of the Committee who would take responsibility for walking their area once a month and to report matters requiring attention to the Chair. Cllr Hill would take the paths to the south of the villages; Mrs Richards would take the Friston Forest paths; Cllr Coomber would take the western and central sections of the Downland Estate; Cllr Sargent and Cllr Tyndall would take the area east of Elven Lane; and Mr Fyfield would take the central area of the old village, west of Gilberts Drive. In due course the map would be augmented to show the location of items in the inventory, such as public seats, litter bins and finger posts. Copies of the map should be made available to all Councillors. 
· Contents of the inventory – noted. The 14 litter bins listed did not include 2 domestic size wheelie bins on the Recreation Ground, nor a concrete bin in the lay-by next to the Recreation Ground. These were the responsibility of the Recreation Ground Committee. A question had recently arisen as to whether the Council should be paying for the emptying of some bins. The Clerk was making enquiries and would report to Council. 

It was resolved:
RW.5.1 That action be taken as discussed. 
RW.6 Works done
The East Sussex County Council had refunded 50% of the cost of repairing the fingerpost at the junction of the A259 and Gilberts Drive. However, there would be no further 50% refunds for such repairs. The full cost of repairing the fingerpost at the junction of Upper Street and the A259 would therefore be borne by the parish. The work had in fact been carried out and could be financed from the remainder of the budget for 2010/11. The Committee took note. 
RW.7 Works outstanding
The following works were outstanding from the year 2010/11 and could also be financed from the remainder of the budget for that year:
· Repair of bench on Village Green by Mr R Franklin (£45.00)

· Repair of bench on Church Green by acid dipping and oiling (£84.00 approx, quote to be obtained by the Chair of Committee). 

On completion of these works, a small unspent balance of approx £17.00 would remain from the 2010/11 budget. The Committee took note. 
RW.8 Budget and Expenditure
The budget for 2011/12 had been circulated. The budget for mowing (£3708) would be partly met by a donation of £500.00 from the Gilbert Estate, and the remaining £3208 would come from Council funds. The Committee would be at liberty to switch funds between the different heads of expenditure and to spend up to the overall limit set by the Council. If extra funds were to be requested for 2012/13, details would need to be sent to the Finance & General Purposes Committee for consideration in the autumn of 2011. The Committee took note. 
RW.9 Scope of works and responsibilities
In addition to its general duty of care for the Rights of Way in the parish, and the items listed in its Inventory, the Committee was also responsible for the following:
· Friston Pond – The Pond was a scheduled Ancient Monument with an interesting history. Copies of Cllr Page’s briefing paper on this had been circulated. It was agreed that the paper would be of interest to the South Downs National Park Authority, and should be copied to them.  The Pond was currently in need of clearance as weeds and water lilies were encroaching from all sides. The Big Lottery Fund had refused a grant which would have paid for a major clearance and also the provision of information boards. Essential works had been done by volunteers on a tight budget but more was required. Members hoped that the new South Downs National Park Authority might be willing to assist with project money e.g. for an information board, or at least recommend a contractor to undertake the work required. The Chair would consult Cllr Peck about this before approaching the Park Authority. The aim would be to hold a site meeting prior to any works being carried out, which all members would be welcome to attend. On a separate matter, the rushes on the A259 side of the pond had grown to obstruct the view of motorists exiting onto the A259 from Crowlink Lane, and an annual clearance was required. Mr Ron Franklin should be asked to do this, as in previous years. 
· Strimming and mowing – The Chair would also aim to hold a meeting with Pococks, the mowing contractors. However, the mowing contract did not include strimming of hedges and verges. Some householders had been approached with requests to prune their hedges which were obstructing footpaths, and the responses so far received had all been positive. The Chair also proposed to involve the Church Pathfinders in a community project to do some clearance in more remote parts of the Rights of Way (subject to making satisfactory provisions for insurance). This was agreed to be a good idea. The twitten between Upper Street and Friston Church (part Footpath 25 and part highway footway), which ESCC Highways had promised to clear, had still not been done. Mr Fyfield would follow this up. 
It was resolved:

RW.9.1 That action on Pond maintenance, mowing and footpath clearance be taken as discussed. 
RW.10 Correspondence
The Committee noted the following correspondence regarding footpath clearance:

· Footpath 8 – the owners of 31 and 33 The Ridgeway, Friston Cottage and Appledown had been approached regarding hedge clearance and had all responded positively. Appledown did not in fact own any hedge alongside Footpath 8: Friston Cottage owned the land on both sides at the Old Willingdon Road end. 

· Footpath 21 – action was also required at the Elven Close end of this path. The Clerk would write to the owner of 4 Elven Close. 

· Footpath 28 – Cllr Tyndall reported that a sign was required at the Warren Lane end of this path to prevent motorists driving down and getting stuck. However, it was agreed that this should not be undertaken unless there were a formal request from the East Dean & Friston Residents’ Association. 

RW.11 Date of next meeting
The Committee would meet approximately four times per year. The next meeting would be held on Wednesday 24th August 2011 at 7.30 pm, in the Village Hall (if available – Clerk to book). Further meetings would be held in October 2011 to review the Budget; and in February 2012 to review progress. 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.35 pm.

Signed……………………………………………………Chair

Date………………………………………………………
