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Minutes of a meeting of the Parish Council Planning Committee held in the Small Hall of the Village Hall, East Dean at 5.00 pm on Wednesday 24th August 2011
Present: Councillors C Tyndall, R Coomber, S Hunt and R Page.
In attendance: Mrs K Larkin (Clerk); and Mr Roy Webb.
Public session - Mr Roy Webb raised the following points:
· 62 Micheldene Road – the Residents’ Association had received complaints that a monumental masons business was apparently being run from this address, causing an increase in business related traffic. There appeared to be no planning permission for the change of use, which would also be in breach of the standard Estate covenants prohibiting business activity. The Association experienced these covenants as difficult to enforce, and requested that the Parish Council should refer the matter to Wealden District Council. The Chair indicated that the Committee would make enquiries. 
· Planning in the South Downs National Park – a query had arisen as to whether any local planning regulations or permitted development rights had changed as a result of the parish now being subject to the new South Downs National Park Authority.  The Clerk confirmed that there were no changes.
The Chair closed the Public Session and opened the meeting. 
P.176 Apologies for absence – Cllr T Bryant.
P.177  Declarations of Interest – None.

P.178 Minutes of the previous meeting:  the Minutes of the meeting held on 3rd August 2011 were confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chair. 
P.179 NEW APPLICATIONS
NP/2011/0051/LBR – The Dipperays, Upper Street, East Dean BN20 0BS

Partial demolition of existing flint garden wall to gain access for the building works, to be rebuilt upon completion (retrospective application).

The Committee welcomed this application and looked forward to the completion of the works and the removal of the track across The Horsefield. 
It was resolved:

P.179.1 To recommend that the application be APPROVED. 
NP/2011/0054/F – 14 The Ridgeway, Friston BN20 0EU

Single storey extension together with dormer windows at first floor. 

Members noted that the proposed works would not make the property look markedly different in the street scene, and that no objections had been received from neighbours. It was recommended that builders’ vehicles should be parked within the curtilage of the site. The Clerk should send a copy of the Code of Practice drawn up by the Residents’ Association, covering this and other matters, to the applicant, if planning permission were granted. The Code should indeed be sent to all successful applicants on the Downlands Estate.

It was resolved:

P.179.2 To recommend that the application be APPROVED, subject to the condition that builders’ vehicles should be parked within the curtilage of the site. 

P.180 DECISION NOTICES  

The Committee took note of the following permissions which had been granted by Wealden District Council:

NP/2011/0005/F – 3 Sussex Gardens, East Dean BN20 0JF. 
Lean-to style conservatory to the rear. 
The Committee had recommended that the application be refused, but the District Planning Authority had responded that the loss of, or change to, a view of a neighbour’s private garden was not a material planning consideration; nor was the loss of value to a property (because of that loss of view). 
NP/2011/0023/FA – Woodbury, Downsview Lane, East Dean BN20 0DS.

Variation of condition 2 attached to WD/2010/2011/F. 
NP/2011/0024/F – 11 Hillside, East Dean, Eastbourne BN20 0HE
Demolish existing building and erect replacement building. The Committee had recommended refusal, but the District Planning Authority had concluded that the proposed dwelling would not be detrimental to the residential amenities of nearby occupiers or highway safety, and that there were no other material considerations sufficient to justify a decision other than to permit. Before any clearance work was undertaken, fencing must be put up to standards approved by the Planning Authority; this partially met the recommendation of the Parish Council regarding fencing, but was mainly designed to protect ‘trees, shrubs and natural features’.
The Committee also took note of the following application which had been refused by Wealden District Council:

NP/2011/0032/F – 17 The Brow, Friston, BN20 0ES.

Formation of dormers at front and rear. 
P.181 ENFORCEMENT ACTIONS
(a) 17 The Link – Cllr Coomber reported that he had been in correspondence with Niall Mileman of the WDC Enforcement Team (Minutes of 3rd August 2011, Item P.173), and had received a response arguing that the works currently being undertaken were not in breach of planning regulations. Cllr Coomber had not been satisfied with this response, as the structure in question which was a flat-roofed extension to the left hand side of the property actually included a boundary wall with No. 15 The Link. This wall appeared to be more than the permitted 2 metres in height, and there were features of the structure as a whole which might not pass building regulations. Subsequently Ms Chris Arnold, the Enforcement Team Leader had visited the property with Mr Mileman, and had concluded that the only structure to the left of the property was a pre-existing covered way which had recently been extended to be flush with the front elevation of the house. This minor extension was less than 2 square metres in floor area, just under 2 metres in depth and less than 3 metres in height. It would be considered an exempt porch extension, notwithstanding that the owner of the neighbouring property had not wanted the changes to the boundary wall. Work to the exterior of the property had stopped. No further action would be taken by the Enforcement Team, unless the situation changed.
P.182 CORRESPONDENCE 

(a) Planning conditions – the Chair’s letter to Ralph Forder had been acknowledged and a full response was awaited.

(b) Electronic consultation – this would become fully operational from the beginning of September. The Clerk confirmed that the Committee would still be able to meet on a three-weekly cycle. 

P.183 DATE OF NEXT MEETING – Wednesday 14th September 2011 at 5.00 pm, in the MAIN Hall of the Village Hall, East Dean.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 5.30 pm.
Signed……………………………………………………. (Chair)                  Date………………………………………………………………..
