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Minutes of a meeting of the Parish Council Planning Committee held in the Small Hall of the Village Hall, East Dean at 7.30 pm on Wednesday 1st June 2011
Present: Councillors C Tyndall (in the Chair), T Bryant, R Coomber and S Hunt.
In attendance: Mrs K Larkin (Clerk); and Mr G Simcox and Mrs M Summers on behalf of the East Dean & Friston Residents’ Association. 

Public session

Mr G Simcox welcomed the new Committee and outlined the role of the Residents’ Association. The Association had been disappointed with the majority decision of the Council to recommend approval to application NP/2011/0004/F, 1 Churchfield, East Dean, in its revised form and subject to conditions. The Committee took note. 
The Chair closed the Public Session and opened the meeting.
P.143   Apologies for absence -  None.
P. 144
Declarations of Interest – Cllr Tyndall, application no: NP/2011/0009/FR, 7 The Ridgeway: personal interest (neighbour). 
P.145
Minutes of the previous meeting: the Minutes of the meeting of the previous Committee held on 7th April 2011 had been circulated, approved by those who had been present, and signed as a correct record. The draft Minutes of the Council meeting held on 10th May 2011, Items C.242 and C.243.1 regarding planning matters were noted.
P.146
NEW APPLICATIONS
NP/2011/0009/FR – 7 THE RIDGWAY, FRISTON, BN20 0EZ

Erect single storey extension at rear.

There were no issues arising from this application.

It was resolved:

P.146.1 Not to object to the application.
NP/2011/0010/F – EAST DEAN PLACE, FRISTON HILL, EAST DEAN BN20 0BP

Single storey rear extension. 
In this instance the proposed flat–roofed extension would match an existing extension with a similar roof.  Because of the lie of the land the new extension would be barely visible from other properties, and the only comment made by a neighbour had been in support of the proposed works. 


It was resolved:


P. 146.2 Not to object to the application. 

P.147 DECISION NOTICES 

Applications approved by Wealden District Council
The Committee took note of the following:

WD/2011/0406 – 2A Windmill Lane, Friston, BN20 0EE
Extension to existing attached garage.

WD/2011/0318/F – Hounds Lodge, 18 Elven Lane, East Dean BN20 0LG

Two-storey, chalet style, side extension to existing cottage. 

The Committee had proposed a modification of the plans which had not been accepted by the planning authority.
P.148 ENFORCEMENT ACTION
WD/2009/1472 – The Dipperays, Upper Street, East Dean, BN20 0BS
Proposed restoration of kitchen garden including new greenhouse and five additional holiday cottages. 
The Committee had before them a letter from Cllr Bryant dated 19 May 2011. It was noted that works had begun here with no attempt being made to discharge the prior conditions attached to the planning permission. In particular the flint wall of the garden, which was both listed and in a Conservation Area, had been breached without first being stabilized and refurbished. The size of the entrance had been doubled. In addition a temporary road had been laid across The Horsefield without permission, crossing a public Right of Way. Access to the site following completion of the works should be by the old entrance from Upper Street, and special permission had been granted for this as part of the original application, even though the entrance was slightly narrower than would normally be required. There was therefore a concern that the temporary road must not be allowed to become permanent as an alternative to the Upper Street entrance to the site. It also appeared that excavation of the link through to Upper Street/East Dean Road had begun, though again this work was not to have taken place before a detailed drawing had been submitted to and approved by planning officers. Concern was expressed that despite opening a file on the matter (NE/11/0004) the Enforcement Department had apparently taken no other action as yet. Cllr Bryant and the Clerk should ask Enforcement for an update.

P.149 PLANNING FOR TRAVELLER SITES
The Committee considered a consultation document ‘Planning for Traveller Sites’ issued by the Department for Communities and Local Government. The consultation was aimed in particular at local planning authorities (such as the Wealden District Council), but town and parish councils were invited to submit comments as well. The aim was twofold: to formulate a new simplified and streamlined national Planning Policy Statement for traveller sites; and to introduce parity of treatment between the settled community and the travelling community in planning matters, so as to dispel the common perception that only the settled community was subject to planning regulations.

The Committee had before them a list of thirteen Consultation Questions to guide their deliberations. The Clerk advised that the key question was no.7: ‘Do you agree with the general principle of aligning planning policy on traveller sites more closely with that on other forms of housing?’. It should be borne in mind that current policy on Affordable Housing permitted sites outside Development Boundaries (i.e. outside the areas where development was normally allowable) to be brought forward as Rural Exception Sites (i.e. sites where affordable housing might be permitted as an exception to the normal rule that new development is not permitted in the countryside). The proposal would allow this privilege to be extended to traveller sites. 

In discussion it was noted that the number of people applying for Affordable Housing and indeed for permanent traveller sites was increasing, and that the resultant pressure was a cause for concern. It was a good idea in principle to align controls on development across all sections of the community, but the proposed system could be open to abuse. The drive to stop illegal encampments could operate simply to make them legal. It was also suggested that question no. 10: ‘Do you think that six months is the right time local planning authorities should be given to put in place their five-year land supply before the consequences of not having done so come into force?’ could put the Wealden District Council in an impossible position. 
The Chair suspended Standing Orders to enable Mr Simcox to speak. Mr Simcox indicated that the Residents’ Association would be likely to share the Committee’s  concerns. The Chair re-imposed Standing Orders and resumed the meeting.


It was resolved:

P.149.1 To recommend to Council that the general principle of aligning planning policy on traveller sites more closely with that on other forms of housing should be resisted. 

P.149.2 To recommend to Council that this response be forwarded to the Wealden District Association of Local Councils, and to DCllr Peck. 
P.150 CORRESPONDENCE
WD/657/CMS(EIA) – The importation of 136,000 tonnes per annum of inert construction fill material over a five year period (2012-2017 only), so as to restore and stabilize the quarry in accordance with conditions on planning permissions K/48/574 & MR/1, and the installation of a temporary site office and wheel cleaning facilities. Filching Quarry, Jevington.
In accordance with the resolution of Council (C.218.1) an objection to this planning application had been lodged with the East Sussex County Council and the South Downs National Park Authority. In discussion, Cllr Bryant stated that the local Raptor Officer had given evidence to ESCC confirming that peregrine falcons were long established at the site, and were nesting there. The ESCC Planning Committee would hear oral representations from up to three speakers against the proposal, and three in favour. It was thought that the opposition was well organized and that the Parish Council need not try to send its own speaker. 
17, The Link, East Dean: Cllr Coomber noted that works were being put in hand without any planning application coming before the Council. The Clerk advised that the works might be taking place under Permitted Development Rights. The Committee instructed the Clerk to make further enquiries. 
P.151 DATE OF NEXT MEETING – Wednesday 22nd June at 7.30 pm in the Conference Room of the Village Hall, Village Hall Lane, East Dean. 
Subsequent meetings would start at 5.00 pm and be held in the Small Hall of the Village, Hall, East Dean. 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8.30 pm.  
Signed……………………………………………………..Chair

Date……………………………………………………….
