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Minutes of a meeting of the Parish Council Planning Committee held in the Small Hall of the Village Hall, East Dean at 5.00 pm on Wednesday 7th December 2011
Present: Councillors C Tyndall (Chair), T Bryant, R Coomber, R Page and D Windsor.
In attendance: Mrs K Larkin (Clerk).
There were two members of the public present. 
Public session:  

Mr R Webb asked whether application NP/2011/0106/F - 32 Micheldene Road was intended to include provision for a new garage, which was shown on the plans, or whether this was to be the subject of a later application. The Chair confirmed that it would be the subject of a later application. 

Mrs J Smith stated that hard core was being laid on the track beside the Recreation Ground, and asked whether this was authorised. The Chair confirmed that this was being done in fulfilment of a condition attached to the planning permission for a new house to be built at the back of the Recreation Ground, WD/2010/0129/F. 

The topic of the reinstatement of The Horsefield was also discussed. The removal of the track and spoil heaps should be imminent; the listed flint wall which had been breached should also be reinstated. 

P.209 Apologies for absence: – Cllr S Hunt.
P.210 Declarations of Interest: – None.
P.211 Minutes of the previous meeting:  the Minutes of the meeting held on 16th November 2011 were confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chair. 
P.212 AMENDED APPLICATION
NP/2011/0094/F – 29 Micheldene Road, East Dean BN20 0JR

Amended description: Proposed erection of raised decked balcony at rear, replacement single-storey rear extension and extension to rear of garage. Amended plan also showing extension to the rear of the existing garage. Drawing No. 200500.02 Rev A, date stamped 25 November 2011. 

There were no objections to the amendment to this application.

It was resolved:


P.212.1 Not to object to the amendment of the application. 

P.213 NEW APPLICATIONS

NP/2011/0097/F – 36 Warren Lane, Friston BN20 0EP

Two storey rear extension.

The Committee had received a copy of the letter of objection sent to Wealden District Council by the occupant of a neighbouring property. In discussion it was noted that the footprint of the original house was relatively small, but that there were sizeable lean-to structures on either side of the house, which now made the footprint look misleadingly large in the plans. This tended to disguise the fact that the proposed extension could be increasing the size of the main property by as much as 25% - 30%. It could also block out light from the kitchen window of the neighbouring property, No. 34 Warren Lane. The Committee therefore considered that the extension was too big; and because of the slope of the site it would loom too large, especially when viewed from the rear. 


It was resolved:


P.213.1 To recommend that the application be refused. 
NP/2011/0106/F – 32 Micheldene Road, East Dean BN20 0JR

Demolition of existing conservatory and shed. Erection of extension and new conservatory together with alterations to existing roof line by extending ridge to new ‘barn end’ gable at rear. Provision of new dormers to rear and side roof slopes. New chimney to side elevation. 

The Committee was aware that some objections to this application might have been made by residents of neighbouring properties if the application had included plans to provide a new garage; however, it was understood that this proposal formed no part of the present application, but would be the subject of a separate application, if required. On this basis, there were no objections to the application. 

It was resolved: 
P.213.2 To recommend that the application be accepted. 

P.214 DECISION NOTICES

The Committee took note of the following applications which had been approved by Wealden District Council:
NP/2011/0067/F – 4 Deneside, East Dean BN20 0HU

Proposed timber garden building [EDFPC recommended refusal].

NP/2011/0077/F – Copdene, Cophall Lane, East Dean BN20 0DP

Single storey extension to the side of the dwelling.

NP/2011/0079/FR – Friston Place, Friston BN20 0AH

Retrospective application for change of use of part of a paddock for use and siting of a private fives court for use in association with Friston Place. 

NP/2011/0082/F – Birling Gap Road, Birling Gap, East Dean

Retention of car park for a maximum of 100 cars in non-compliance with conditions 2 and 5 of planning permission WD/2009/0691/F and erection of slimline parking meter. 

P.215 CONSULTATIONS BY DEPARTMENT FOR COMMUNITIES AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT

(a) Community Infrastructure Levy – The Committee considered the consultation document and concluded that comment was chiefly required from higher level authorities which would actually impose the levy. East Dean & Friston Parish Council did not have sufficient information to allow it to comment on such matters as what percentage of the levy should be the maximum handed over to the community by the charging authority. 
(b)Neighbourhood Planning – the Committee was invited to comment on the draft Regulations which would bring the Neighbourhood Planning provisions of the Localism Act 2011 into effect in 2012. It was noted that the changes to be effected by the Act could be very radical and could in the long run lead to the Parish Council having power, in certain circumstances, to determine planning applications. Such changes would, however, come at a high price: the cost of producing a statutory neighbourhood plan could be of the order of £20,000, and for many parishes such a cost would be prohibitive, unless they could cluster to pool their resources. Cllr Page offered to prepare a response, which would have to be submitted to the Department before the next Committee or Council meeting, to meet the consultation deadline. 

It was resolved:


P.215.1 That Cllr Page should draft a response for circulation and approval by email.

P.216 ENFORCEMENT ACTIONS: – None.
P.217 CORRESPONDENCE  
(a) Letter From WDC Head of Planning & Building Control – Mr Kelvin Williams had offered to come and speak to the Committee about the arrangements for the withdrawal of Wealden’s agency agreement with the South Downs National Park Authority. It was agreed that Mr Williams should be invited to attend the meeting on 25th January 2012.
(b)Letters from Mr D Holloway re Birlling Gap beach access staircase – Mr Holloway had written to the District Planning Authority alleging flaws in application NP/2011/0073/DC. The points raised were being investigated. The Committee took note. 
P.218 DATE OF NEXT MEETING  
Wednesday 4th January 2012 at 5.00 pm, in the Small Hall of the Village Hall, East Dean.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 5.45 pm.

Signed…………………………………………………… (Chair)                                     
Date……………………………………………………….

