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Minutes of a meeting of the Parish Council Planning Committee held in the Small Hall of the Village Hall, East Dean at 5.00 pm on Wednesday 5th October 2011
Present: Councillors C Tyndall (Chair), T Bryant, R Coomber and R Page.
In attendance: Mrs K Larkin (Clerk).
There was one member of the public present. 
P.192 Apologies for absence – Cllr S Hunt.
P.193  Declarations of Interest – Cllr C Tyndall, personal interest: application NP/2011/0066 (friend of applicant).
P.194 Minutes of the previous meeting:  the Minutes of the meeting held on 14th September 2011 were confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chair. 
P.195 NEW APPLICATIONS

NP/2011/0066/F – 3 Warren Lane, Friston BN20 0HA

Proposed loft conversion including enlarged eyebrow window to the front elevation, new dormer to rear elevation together with the insertion of roof windows to all elevations. 

The Committee noted that a large number of new windows were to be provided, but that because of the careful placing of Velux windows there would be no overlooking. 


It was resolved:


P.195.1 To recommend that the application be accepted. 
NP/2011/0067/F – 4 Deneside, East Dean BN20 0HU

Proposed timber garden building
The proposed timber garden building would be located close to the front boundary of the property, at some distance from the house but very close to the road. It would be screened from the road by a wattle fence with a high hedge behind it, but even so the roof ridge would just show above the hedge. It is therefore considered that the building would be too bulky for the proposed location, especially if the hedge were to be removed; the visual impact would be detrimental to the street scene.


It was resolved by a majority of members present and voting:


P.195.2 To recommend that the application be refused. 
NP/2011/0069/F – 4 Warren Close, East Dean BN20 0EN

Proposed single storey rear extension. 

There were no objections to this application.


It was resolved:


P.195.3 To recommend that the application be accepted. 
NP/2011/0073/DC – Beach Access Staircase, Birling Gap, East Dean.

Set back beach access staircase to reflect coastal erosion. 

This would be essential work, and there were no objections to it.


It was resolved:


P.195.4 To recommend that the application be accepted. 
P. 196 DECISION NOTICES: - None. 
P.197 ENFORCEMENT ACTIONS: - 

NP/2011/0061/FA – Land at The Close, Friston BN20 0HB. 
The Enforcement Officer had visited the property on 26th September 2011 and advised that there was not at present considered to be any breach of Condition 13 (ecological mitigation and enhancement) attached to the original planning permission WD/2009/2084/F. Work to prepare the site for development had apparently been carried out to the satisfaction of a qualified ecologist, and was now complete. The District Planning Authority had not yet made a decision on the current planning application, which requested the variation of other conditions attached to the original permission [see Minute P.187 – 14th September 2011], including a bar on construction between 1st October and 1st May.
P.198 CORRESPONDENCE: - 
(a) Letter from residents concerning the field car park at Birling Gap:  Careful statistics had been compiled by residents observing the use of the temporary field car park in the 2010 season and the 2011 season. The temporary planning permission had now expired, and a fresh application would have to be submitted to the District Planning Authority if the use were to continue in future years. It was noted that residents were not opposed to the use, but were concerned that any restrictions attached to the permission should be observed. The Committee agreed that the presence of the extra off-road parking had been a benefit to the area, as vehicles would otherwise be left by the roadside. ACTION: The Clerk to respond to the residents with thanks for the records and an explanation of the current position. 
(b)How to respond to planning applications – a new government funded publication produced by the Campaign to Protect Rural England and the National Association of Local Councils had been circulated to all local councils. A downloadable PDF version was freely available at www.planninghelp.org.  
(c) Imposition of planning conditions – the District Planning Authority had responded to the Chair’s letter of 10th August 2011, and had defended their decision not to pick up the Parish Council’s recommendations as to the imposition of planning conditions on the development NP/2011/0024/F, at 11 Hillside. The letter set out six tests that conditions must meet to be acceptable within the remit of the planning legislation. They must be: necessary; relevant to planning; relevant to the development to be permitted; enforceable; precise; and reasonable in other respects. Members noted in particular the comment that ‘conditions controlling hours of work during the construction period are not now usually imposed where in the past they were used quite regularly’.  It was known that other planning authorities in the area did routinely impose such conditions. The reason given for not doing so in Wealden was that ‘the streamlining of the planning system in recent years has led to the current requirement to impose only essential conditions ‘. The Committee was concerned that this might mean that the District Planning Authority was under-resourced. There was some support for pursuing the discussion with the South Downs National Park Authority. ACTION: the Clerk to supply contact details to Cllr Coomber. 
P.199 DATE OF NEXT MEETING – Wednesday 26th October 2011 at 5.00 pm, in the Small Hall of the Village Hall, East Dean. 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 5.35 pm.

Signed…………………………………………………………….(Chair)                                     Date……………………………………………………….
