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Minutes of a meeting of the Parish Council Planning Committee held in the Small Hall of the Village Hall, East Dean at 5.00 pm on Wednesday 3rd August 2011
Present: Councillors C Tyndall, T Bryant, R Coomber and S Hunt.
In attendance: Mrs K Larkin (Clerk); and two members of the public.
Public session: Mrs Charlotte Wess stated that she was willing to answer questions relating to the set of applications for 29 Elven Lane, which involved the amendment of an existing planning permission. 

The Chair closed the Public Session and opened the meeting. 
P.168 Apologies for absence – Cllr R Page.
P.169  Declaration of Interest – Cllr Tyndall, personal interest, 29 Elven Lane (friend of proposed builders).

P.170 Minutes of the previous meeting:  the Minutes of the meeting held on 13th July 2011 were confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chair. 
P.171 NEW APPLICATIONS

NP/2011/0032/FR – 17 THE BROW, FRISTON BN20 0ES

Retrospective application for formation of dormers at front and rear. 

This application had been considered at a previous meeting, before it had been listed as retrospective (see Minute P.163, 13 July 2011). However, it was noted that in the meantime the District Planning Authority had decided to refuse permission, on the grounds that the proposed development was disproportionate in size and unsuitable in style, and would involve some unacceptable overlooking and loss of privacy to neighbouring properties. 

It was resolved:


P.171.1 That the decision of the Planning Authority be SUPPORTED. 

NP/2011/0044 – THE GABLES, 8 WINDMILL LANE, EAST DEAN BN20 0EJ

Proposed additions and alterations.

The proposed additions and alterations would not markedly increase the footprint of the property, and had been sympathetically designed. 


It was resolved: 

P.171.2 To recommend that the application be APPROVED, subject to a requirement that all builders’ vehicles be parked on site. 

The Chair suspended Standing Orders to enable Mrs Wess to answer questions on the following three related applications:
NP/2011/0047/LB – 29 ELVEN LANE, EAST DEAN BN20 0LG

Formation of new opening to master bedroom suite, erection of one new stud wall and deletion of two modern stud walls. 
NP/2011/0048/FA – 29 ELVEN LANE, EAST DEAN BN20 0LG

Variation of condition 2 attached to WD/2010/1742/F (additional brick quoining to enable retention of flint work and substitution of lead roof with green roof).

NP/2011/0046/LB – 29 ELVEN LANE, EAST DEAN BN20 0LG

To extend quoining to enable retention of flint panels and to substitute lead roof with green roof. 

Mrs Wess explained that there was an existing permission for a lead roof to an extension, but that the new proposal would substitute a green roof, which would have a meadow appearance, but would be contained within a parapet, and would only be visible from above. The amendments also involved the continuation of quoining from the main building onto the extension, which would match the extension more closely to the existing house, and enable some decorative flint work to be retained as well. 

The Chair thanked Mrs Wess, and Standing Orders were reimposed. 

It was noted that a resident had objected to the flat roof, but that Wealden’s Conservation Department had concluded that a flat roof in a contemporary design but using traditional materials would in fact work best on this particular listed building. There were no objections to the formation of a new opening to the master bedroom suite. 

It was resolved:

P.171.3 To recommend that all three applications NP/2011/0047/LB; NP/2011/0048/FA; and NP/2011/0046/LB be APPROVED. 
NP/2011/0049/FE – 8 WENTHILL CLOSE, EAST DEAN BN20 0HT

Dormer roof extension to existing first floor bedroom.

This application requested the extension of an existing permission. No objections had been received. 


It was resolved:


P.171.4 Not to object to the application. 
P.172 DECISION NOTICES  

The Committee noted the following permissions which had been granted by Wealden District Council:

NP/2011/0007/LB – 29 ELVEN LANE, EAST DEAN BN20 0LG

Various minor internal works and external repointing.
NP/2011/0009/FR – 7 THE RIDGEWAY, FRISTON BN20 0E2

Erect single storey extension at rear. 
NP/2011/0010/F – EAST DEAN PLACE, FRISTON HILL, EAST DEAN BN20 0BP

Single storey rear extension.

NP/2011/0020/F – 75 MICHELDENE ROAD, EAST DEAN BN20 0JZ

Creation of bedroom and bathroom in existing loft space with dormer windows and four rooflights. Removal of sunroom to rear and alterations to decking.

The Parish Council had raised no objections to any of these applications. 
The Committee also noted the following Certificate of Proposed Use or Development which had been issued by Wealden District Council:

NP/2011/0033/LDP – 47 PEAKDEANLANE, EAST DEAN BN20 0JE

Erection of single storey extension at rear. 
P.173 ENFORCEMENT ACTIONS

(a) NE/11/0004 The Dipperays, Upper Street, East Dean – a retrospective application was pending for the partial demolition and rebuilding of the listed flint wall of the kitchen garden. However, it was noted that a gantry had now been built to bring materials over the wall alongside Upper Street, and this resulted in a foot being taken off another section of the listed flint wall. Tarmac had been laid over a section of footpath; this, like the road across The Horsefield, was said to be temporary and permitted. 
(b)17 The Link – an Enforcement Officer had visited the property and had concluded that the works he had seen in progress either fell within the property’s permitted development rights, or previous extant planning permissions. However, the Committee was concerned to note that work had not stopped, and that the cumulative effect of a number of small developments might considerably exceed permitted development rights.  A new wall more than 2 metres high was now under construction, and would certainly affect neighbouring properties. It was agreed that Cllr Coomber should look at the current works and report back to the Enforcement Officer via the Clerk. 
P.174 CORRESPONDENCE

(a) WD/657/CMS(EIA)  Filching Quarry – application withdrawn by the applicant.
(b)WDC Planning Committee South – the procedure for public registration to speak at meetings had recently been changed. Members of the public would now be able to ring the District Council during the week prior to the meeting to book a speaking slot. The number and timing of speeches from members of the public would remain limited as before. 
(c) NP/2011/0024/F, 11 Hillside – residents had been disappointed that the Planning Committee South, in granting permission to demolish and rebuild on this site, had neither followed the recommendation of the Parish Council that the application be refused, nor considered imposing any of the conditions suggested by the Parish Council in the event that permission were granted.  In discussion some Councillors expressed concern that the Parish Council Planning Committee might have invited this undesirable outcome by expressing sympathy for objections which did not amount to planning considerations. However, against this it was noted that the application had been close to the borderline of acceptability, and that the objections raised as to the size and dominance of the proposed rebuild were in fact also close to the borderline of acceptability as material considerations; consequently, these points had been validly made.  Councillors were especially concerned that no notice had been taken of the conditions the Parish had wanted attached to any grant of permission. Councillors pointed to the fact that conditions such as restrictions on working times were widely applied and were known to be legal.  It was agreed that the Chair should write to the Planning Officer to ask why this had happened, and whether the suggested conditions had been regarded as unreasonable. The Clerk should prepare a draft and obtain copies of any model conditions in use by the District. 

It was resolved:


P.174.1 That the Clerk and Chair should take action as discussed. 

The Chair suspended Standing Orders to enable Mr Webb to speak. 

Mr Webb advised that representatives of the previous Parish Council (2007-2011), the Residents’ Association and others had in fact held a meeting with the District Council on the subject of planning conditions, and had been advised that it was illegal to impose such conditions. Mr Webb would supply a record of this meeting to the Committee. It was in response to this meeting that the Residents’ Association had drawn up its Code of Best Practice. 
The Chair reimposed Standing Orders.
P.175 DATE OF NEXT MEETING – Wednesday 24th August 2011 at 5.00 pm, in the Small Hall of the Village Hall, East Dean.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 5.45 pm.
Signed……………………………………………………. (Chair)

Date……………………………………………………….
