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Minutes of the Parish Council meeting, held on Tuesday 4th May 2010 in The Pavilion, The Recreation Ground, Gilberts Drive, East Dean which commenced at 7.30 pm.
Councillors present: T Hervey (Chair), Mrs L Charlwood, M Delaney, M Link,  R Page, Mrs C Tyndall, S Wilcox and D Windsor. 
Also In attendance:  District Councillor C Peck, Highways Liaison Officer Mr J Fyfield, and The Clerk, L Fisher
Public questions:  
There were no public questions
Prior to the commencement of the meeting prayers were read.
C.11
Acceptance of Apologies of absence  

There were no absences.
C.12  
Declaration of Interests 

There were no interests declared
C.13
Minutes of the meeting held on the 1st April  2010


The minutes of the meeting held 1st April 2010 were approved as a true record and agreed by Council. 
C.14
Urgent Items, for consideration, not for decision 


 There were none.

C.15
Report from District Councillor 

District Councillor C Peck advised Members of Council of the following matters:-
· Details of a broken gate adjacent to the Friston Reservoir 


 (Reported to South East Water by The Clerk)
· Details of the changes to the Wealden District Council’s Finance Committee.

· That he had been made Deputy Chair of the South Downs National Park Committee (SDNP)
· A very detailed question and answer session as to how future planning arrangements might be handled in relation to the SDNP.





It was Resolved:





C.15.1   That the Report from District Councillor C Peck be noted. 




C.16 
National Trust, Birling Gap Hotel.


Members received a very informative presentation from Ms Ros Daniels, the Project Manager, National Trust, who is co-ordinating the refurbishment of the Birling Gap Hotel now that the National Trust has taken back responsibility for running the facility from the 20th April 2010.

Members were advised that the first priority was to get the catering facility operational for 7 days a week. Currently ALL options for the future use of the facility would be considered although there were NO immediate plans to re-introduce the accommodation element to the facility.


During the summer months the area will be patrolled by a Community Warden who will provide advice of the local area, the Trust’s work and, monitor car parking usage which will be subject to a “Pay and Display” operation except for Trust members and registered disabled  users.

A planning application will be submitted by the Trust shortly for the use of a “Pay and Display” car park.


Refurbishment of the existing toilet block is a priority as is work on re-positioning the steps to the beach. All of this proposed work will be carried out with full consultations with the local residents and other key agencies of which the Parish Council are one.


It is hoped that most of the facility will be operational by the end of May 2010.


There followed a question and answer session after which the Officers of the Trust were thanked for a very informative presentation.



(Note: 7.55 Councillor C Peck left the meeting)
C.17
Reports of Committees
A. Planning Committee Report

The Chair of the Planning Committee updated Members as follows:-


Planning Committee Meeting 29th March 2010
WD/2010/0498 - The Warren, Downsview Lane, East Dean BN20 0DS
Conversion of loft space in the existing triple garage to office space for home working

This proposed conversion will have an unacceptable adverse impact on the landscape and privacy of the neighbouring properties - Wealden Local Plan RN27(2).  The size, shape, height, massing, scale and proportions of this proposed conversion are not compatible with the character of its surroundings - Wealden Non Statutory Local Plan BE1(7).  As there is only a 1 ft gap between the garage and the boundary fence, the proposed conversion will dominate, be visually detrimental and overshadow the public footpath which runs alongside this garage.


We therefore recommend refusal.
Planning Application Decisions by WDC

	Application
	Address
	PC 
Recommend
	WDC 
Decision

	WD/2010/0333

 
	Old Vicarage Cottage, Crowlink Lane, Friston BN20 0AU 
	Refusal
	Refusal






It was Resolved:





C.17.A   That the Report from the Chair of the Planning Committee be noted. 





  
  B. Finance & General Purposes Committee Report 




The Chair of the Finance & General Purposes Committee updated Members as follows:-
The drop kerb for the disabled access has now been built. We now await the second phase;  the marking of the double bay as a disabled bay and the marking of an additional parking bay near the bins. The Clerk is arranging for the contractor to complete this work. We will get a quote for renewing the existing lines at the same time as this is also needed.

The new flagpole was installed after much delay. Thanks to Councillors Tyndall and Page for their assistance with this project. Councillor Page is liaising with Ron Franklyn to tidy up the collar.

The new Notice-boards for the Downlands Way shops have been installed. Thanks to Mr Fyfield for alerting us to the lack of a soft backing. The old notice-board has been installed next to the Village Hall notice-board outside the Village Hall car park. The access is difficult because of the bushes so we will ask the Village Hall Trust for permission to remove part of the bush to install a paving stone.

Worked with Councillor Hervey and the Clerk on the Year End Accounts. All Reserves requested by the Committee Chairs have been included. Thanks to Councillor Hervey for producing these accounts which will be presented to Council at the June meeting.

It was Resolved:

C.17.B   That the Report from the Chair of the Finance & General Purposes Committee be noted.

C. Rights of Way Committee Report
The Chair of the Rights of Way Committee updated Members as follows: 
The ROW Committee has not met since 26th February 2010.

Dog waste Bin on the Greensward. A dog waste bin has recently been installed on the Greensward  by WDC at the request of the ROW Committee. Its function is to give dog walkers an alternative to carrying their poo bags home or discarding them in unacceptable places, such as hanging from bushes or on the ground.  There have been numerous complaints from residents about these unacceptable practices.

The bin, which is green, has been sited on the east side of the Greensward, behind a tree, so that it faces away from those houses nearest to it.

It is fitted with an anti-smell lid and will be emptied by WDC every Thursday.

The Parish Clerk has received a number of complaints about the position of this bin but some positive comments have also been received.  Councillor  Tyndall has spent some time discussing these issues with local Residents.

Public Seats on the Greensward A new seat has been ordered to replace the seat on the west side of the Greensward.  The East Dean Players have generously offered to pay for this seat and it will act as a memorial to the late Fred Bicks - a founder of the Players.

Cllr Tyndall is buying a new seat to replace the one at the south end of the Greensward which is in poor condition.  This will be a memorial to her late husband.

It was Resolved:



 C.17.C That the Report from the Chair of the Rights of Way Committee be noted.



    
D. Recreation Ground Committee Report
The Chair of the Recreation Ground Committee reported as follows:- 
There has been no meeting.

Some really good news: finally the new equipment has been installed in the Children’s Play Area and is proving to be very popular and well used 

The contractors have removed 2 seats from the area which were beyond repair and installed the free metal one in its place, also the picnic table has been put in place. All their equipment has been removed from site.
Now we have space if anyone would like to donate a seat.

The bio-diversity hedging has mostly survived the severe winter, thanks to Cllr Wilcox  for clipping the tops so that it sprouts out bush-like instead of growing up tall and straggly.

Thanks to the Bonfire Committee for removing metal and other debris from the bonfire site.

Now it has finally rained the contractor will rotovate the bio-diversity strip and we will plant the wild flower seed.

It was Resolved:

C.17.D That the Report from the Chair of the Recreation Ground Committee be noted.


E. Bonfire/Village Events Committee Report
The former Chair of the Village Events Committee reported as follows:- 

In summary:
Done:

· Fireworks booked - as per last year;

· St Johns Ambulance booked - as per last year;

· PA booked - as per last year;

· Piper booked - as per last year;
To Do:

· Sponsors - as per last year;

· Cones/Radios/Steel Posts/Fencing - Borough Council - as per last year;

· Carousel - as per last year;

· Fish and Chips - as per last year;

· Tiger burgers - speak to Stuart but not sure its viable for him/Tiger so doubt    included;

C.18
Chair of the Council - correspondence and general matters


The Chair of the Council advised Members that he had no correspondence to report.
C.19

Speed limits

Members considered the contents of Report No 24/10 which gave details of representations received from East Dean residents both for, and, against proposals to request the speed limit of traffic through the village be reduced to 30mph from the existing 40mph.
A number of views were presented however most of the questions raised by Members could not immediately be answered, as a result it was generally felt that an invitation to the  Senior Highway Engineer from County Council should be extended to attend a Parish Council meeting at the earliest opportunity to talk through the processes involved.

It was Resolved:

C.19.1 That The Clerk be requested to contact the County Council’s Senior Highway Engineer to invite him to a future meeting of Council.
C.20

Village Action Plan
The Chair of the Village Action Plan Working Group advised Council that there were no items to report. 
C.21
Report from County Councillor 

County Councillor Shing did not attend the meeting and no report was tabled.

C.22
Clerk’s Correspondence/Visitors Received


Members noted the correspondence received by The Clerk on behalf of the Council over the past month and noted that there had been no resident visits.


C.22 That the item and the actions to be taken be noted.
C.23
Payments and Receipts


Council considered the schedule of payments and receipts for the month of April 2010 as follows:
Cheque No 

Payable to 


Amount




  103352

Chic Seating


£345.00




  103353

Information Commissioners
£35.00





  103354

Image Runner (Copier)
£40.61





  103355

Sign Wizard (Flag pole)
£392.27




  103356

WDALC (Annual Subs)
£27.00





  103357

AON Annual Insurance
£2,412.29




  103358

PWLB (Loan ½ year)

£1,737.51




  103359

Henry Branson (Web rent)
£137.99




  103360

Wicksteeds (Play Equip)
£16,690.50




  103361

L Fisher (Postage Lottery)
£5.40





  103362

S Grimwood (Notice Boards)
£840.00




  103363

C Breden (Drop Kerb)

£528.75




  103364

Cosmo services (Seat Rec)
£229.13




  103365

R Franklin (Shelter cleaning)
£50.00





  103366

Russell Perkins (cleaning)
£25.00

It was Resolved:

C.23 That the payments as detailed above be approved and that The Clerk be authorised to release the cheques for payment. 
C.24
Monthly Surgery

Councillor Mrs C Tyndall gave details of the Councillors’ surgery held in the village hall as follows:

This coffee morning continues to be a very happy event ,the atmosphere is always jovial. Again it was a packed hall, all seats were taken.The police were in attendance to answer any questions or offer help if needed.

One resident is concerned that the Mobile Library finds it difficult to park on the alternate Fridays that it is at the village hall. She fears that the lady driver will give up because of the parking problem and not attend any more. Request for a parking space be reserved for the Library.

Another resident is unhappy that cars are being parked on a triangle of grass near the recreation ground. This is spoiling the grass and asks can bollards or some othe deterrent be put up to stop them.

On a happier note we had two residents thanking the PC for, (1) putting in the dog bin, (2) transforming the footpath from The Ridgeway through to the Old Willingdon Road, (3) getting unsightly trestles removed from the grass verge.   I have written to thank Roy Webb for arranging this.

To summarise I feel that people are pleased to see that their requests getting actioned and now know that we are there for them.



 


C.25
Progress Report


The Clerk updated Members on outstanding matters from previous meetings.


It was Resolved:


C.25 That the Progress Report be noted.
C.26
Highways Liaison Officer’s Report

The Highways Liaison Officer advised Council that:

· He was able to confirm the information previously circulated to Councillors by email of the proposed A259 closure to facilitate resurfacing work between Downsview Lane and the A259 Beachy Head turn off.

· That work on the jetting of the surface water drain on the A259 was also scheduled for the same week. 
· That some of the potholes in the highway had been repaired but that there were still a few more to report to County Highways.
· That County Highways had been requested to re-paint the highway give way markings on selected roads which had faded.

It was Resolved:

C.26 That the Report from the Highways Liaison Officer be noted.
C.27
Items for next meeting 

End of year accounts, Internal Auditors report and traffic speed through village (if the ESCC Officer is able to attend)

  The meeting closed at 9.00 pm
  
Signed……………………………………………………..


Dated………………………………………………………

Clerk to the Parish Council


Mr Len Fisher


C/o Downs leisure Centre,


Sutton Road

Seaford,


East Sussex


BN25 4QW

Telephone 01323 493024
   Email parishcouncil@eastdeanvillage.org.uk
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