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Minutes of the Parish Council meeting, held on Thursday 3rd March 2011 in The Small Hall, The Village Hall, Village Green Lane, East Dean which commenced at 7.30 pm.
Councillors present: Mrs L Charlwood (Vice Chair), M Delaney, R Page, Mrs C Tyndall, S Wilcox, and D Windsor. 
Also In attendance: Highways Liaison Officer, Mr J Fyfield, District Councillor C Peck, and the Clerk, Mrs K Larkin.
Public questions: 
Mr Gerry Simcox – Residents’ Association: would the Council note the Association’s sincere appreciation of the work done by Mr Len Fisher during his time as Clerk to the Council, and pass on thanks to him for his unfailing help and co-operation? Could the Association also extend a warm welcome to the new Clerk, Mrs Katrina Larkin? The Vice Chair confirmed that this would be done. 

Mr Tony Rix – Cuckmere Community Bus: what changes should be made to the timetabling and routing of the Cuckmere Community Bus Service 41 in the parish, and would the Council like him to stay for discussion of this item? Mr Rix was requested to stay for this item.
Prior to the commencement of the meeting prayers were read.
C.184
Acceptance of Apologies for absence: - Cllr Hervey, Cllr Link. 
C.185 Appointment of new Clerk/Responsible Financial Officer to the Council 

It was resolved:

C.185.1 to approve the appointment of Mrs K Larkin as Clerk/RFO to the Council with effect from 21st February 2011 under NALC National Salary Scale SP 19 at 20 hours per week.

C.186
Declaration of Interests: - None. 
C.187
Minutes of the meeting held on the 3rd February 2011


The minutes of the meeting held on 3rd February 2011 were approved as a true record and agreed by Council. 
C.188
Urgent Items, for consideration, not for decision.


The Vice Chair, on behalf of the whole Council, recorded her thanks to the outgoing Clerk, Mr Len Fisher, for his dedication, hard work and efficiency, and wished him well for the future. 


The Vice Chair drew attention to the arrangements for the Annual Parish Meeting, to be held on Thursday 7th April, starting at 6.00 pm (Minute C175.1 refers). The April meeting of Council would be held immediately afterwards. A meeting of the Planning Committee could be held prior to the Annual Parish Meeting. Papers for inclusion in the Annual Report should reach the Clerk no later than 24th March 2011.
C.189
Report from District Councillor 


Councillor C Peck advised members that:
· The Inspector’s recommendation to the Secretary of State on the application by Pelham Homes to build 520 homes in Polegate should be published by 13th June 2011. There were grounds for optimism that it would be turned down.
· Informal discussions with WDC Planning Officers indicated that the Village Design Statement could not be treated as a statutory planning document. DCllr Peck would now formally request that the Statement be accorded the highest status that could be permitted. 
· The South Downs National Park Authority would go live on 1st April 2011, and modest celebrations were planned. Bells were to be rung at noon throughout the Park. It was hoped that East Dean, with its fine peal of five bells, could take part.

· There was a rumour that the Barn Stores were facing closure, but in fact there were grounds for hope that a new tenant would take over, and that the Post Office would continue to operate. This must be monitored: any threat to the Post Office must be combated quickly.
· LDF Core Strategy: DCllr Peck requested a copy of any submission to be made to WDC by East Dean & Friston Parish Council.


It was Resolved:





C. 189.1 That the Report from District Councillor C Peck be noted. 
DCllr Peck left the meeting.
The Vice Chair ruled that the following Item should be brought forward:

C.190 
Community Bus – usage and local map. 



The Council had before them graphs and statistics from the Management Committee showing the latest numbers of residents using the Cuckmere Community Bus Service 41 in the village. Cllr Delaney stated that approximately 20 passengers per week were needed to ensure that the service was financially viable and therefore sustainable. At the outset there had been 29, dropping to single figures in the severe winter weather, but rising again to 20 in recent weeks. More business needed to be generated, but the service should be given time to establish itself in the better weather. In discussion it was noted that residents attending coffee mornings had responded positively to the service. However, there was still a need for more publicity; a clearer map of the routes had been requested; and residents from the top of Peakdean Lane had asked for the service to run to the top of the hill. Cllr Delaney recommended that representatives of the Council and the Management Committee should formulate proposals for submission to the next Council meeting, and that more detail should be supplied to Council about the cost of the service if passenger numbers dropped to 15 or 10 per week. 
The Vice Chair suspended Standing Orders to enable Mr Rix to comment.



Mr Rix confirmed that he would arrange a joint meeting as requested and that all the issues raised would be considered. All CCB services dipped in winter, and numbers were improving. He would liaise with Cllr Link over preparation of a revised map which would be publicised on the Notice Boards. 
The Vice Chairman re-imposed Standing Orders and re-opened the meeting. 

It was resolved:

C.190.1 That a joint meeting should be convened by Mr Rix as discussed to prepare and submit proposals and costings to the Council at the April 2011 meeting. 
C.191
Reports of Committees
A. Planning Committee



The Chair of the Planning Committee updated members as follows:



Planning Committee - 22nd February 2011

WD/2011/0254  - 3 Michel Dene Close, East Dean, BN20 0JT

Erection of conservatory at rear
No Objections

WD/2011/0240  - Tolcarne, 28 Deneside, East Dean, BN20 0JG.

Erect enlarged porch at front
No Objections

WD/2011/0226  - 5 Michel Dene Road, East Dean BN20 0HP

Construction of a single storey extension to the rear of the property.

The proposed extension is not in keeping with the existing dwelling as the flat roof looks out of place.  The Village Design Statement states that flat roofs should normally be avoided.  

It does not accord with the following planning policies:-

The design should be of an appropriate high standard - Wealden Local Plan (adopted 1998) EN27 (1). Its architectural detailing should be compatible with the local character of the area - Revised (non-statutory) Wealden Local Plan Review Policy BE1 (2).

We therefore recommend refusal.
The following application was decided under delegated powers on 27th January 2011:-

WD/2011/0109  - 29 Elven Lane, East Dean BN20 0LG

Variation of condition 3 of WD/2010/1522/F (retention of trees)
No Objections
Planning Application Decisions by WDC:
	Application
	Address
	PC 
Recommend
	WDC 
Decision

	WD/2010/2905
	Old Vicarage Cottage, Crowlink Lane, Friston, BN20 0AU
	Not Considered
	Plan Perm. Not Req

	WD/2010/2666
	56 Michel Dene Road, East Dean BN20 0JU
	Refusal
	Approval

	WD/2010/2842
	Woodbury, Downsview Lane, East Dean BN20 0DS
	No Objections
	Approval

	WD/2010/2731
	Seven Sisters Cottage, Birling Gap, East Dean, BN20 0AB
	No Objections
	Approval

	WD/2010/2676
	1 Churchfield, East Dean BN20 0DQ
	Refusal
	Refusal

	WD/2010/2700
	29 The Brow, Friston BN20 0ES 
	Not Considered
	Plan Perm. Not Req


It was resolved:



C.191.1 That the Report from the Chair of the Planning Committee be noted.

B. Finance & General Purposes Committee Report 
The Chair of the Finance & General Purposes Committee updated Members as follows: The Chair was a member of the interviewing committee for the new clerk together with the Vice-Chair of Council and Trevor Leggo of SALC. Six candidates were interviewed. Thanks to SALC for providing an excellent group of candidates and for managing the recruitment process.
The Chair reviewed the draft Employment contract and Job Description for the new Clerk
The Chair asked the Honorary Solicitor for further clarification over possible use of the Old Village Hall Trust funds.
In discussion Cllr Page requested sight of the draft contract, and the Clerk said she would have no objection to this, the Council as a whole being her employer. 
It was resolved:
C.191.2 That the Report from the Chair of the Finance & General Purposes Committee be noted.
C. Rights of Way Committee Report
The Rights of Way Committee met on 18th February and noted the work that had been done and what was outstanding. As a result of the failure of the lottery application for funding the work on Friston Pond the Committee agreed to prioritise the outstanding work with a view to finishing the financial year with neither an overspend nor underspend.
The draft Minutes of a meeting held on 18th February had been circulated. 
It was resolved:
C.191.3 That the Report from the Chair of the Rights of Way Committee be noted.

D. Recreation Ground Committee Report
The Chair reported that there had been no meeting. Further estimates had been received for the replacement of the pavilion carpet, lower than the original estimate, and Council would be asked to accept the lowest of the three comparable estimates, in the sum of £1500 plus VAT. A de-humidifier was in place in the Pavilion to dry out the rest of the dampness in the floor. Thanks were due to Cllr Mrs Tyndall for arranging and supervising this. All the work should be finished prior to the Downland Heartstart booking on 29th March, and before the start of the cricket season. 

It was resolved by a majority:
C.191.4 That the quote from Kileys Carpets in the sum of £1500 plus VAT should be accepted. 

The Chair reported that Ms Emma Adams had asked to hire the Pavilion for an 18th birthday party on 25th or 26th March 2011. However, in discussion it was agreed that the venue should not be used for this event. 

Cllr Windsor reported that the Cricket Club were purchasing a new mower, and new crockery. In discussion, it was confirmed that the mower should be insured by the Cricket Club, and that the Club should have permission to store the crockery in a locked cupboard. 

It was resolved:
C.191.5 That the Report from the Chair of the Recreation Ground Committee be noted. 
D. Bonfire Sub-Committee Report
There was no report. Cllr Page stated that despite an article in the Parish Magazine regarding the possible withdrawal of this event, no responses had been received. 

It was resolved:
C.191.6  That the Bonfire Sub-Committee should be disbanded forthwith. 
C.192 Localism Bill

The Clerk gave an update on the Localism Bill, focusing on what effect it could have on the Council. New sections were intended to be inserted into the Town and Country Planning Act to enable Neighbourhood Development Orders and Neighbourhood Development Plans to be drawn up. In addition a ‘general power of competence’ would be given to eligible parish councils, extending their current powers, apparently as an alternative to the ‘power of well-being’ which had been given to eligible parish councils under the Sustainable Communities Act 2007. However, it was not yet known which councils would be eligible to exercise the new powers. NALC was working on the eligibility criteria with the government, taking the existing Quality Council scheme as the starting point. Given that a Quality Council under the present criteria must have at least two-thirds of its Councillors elected rather than co-opted, the immediate need for East Dean & Friston must be to get as many as possible of its future nine councillors elected in May 2011, so that no more than three need be co-opted thereafter.  In discussion, Councillors were sceptical about the likelihood of the Localism Bill introducing real benefits at parish level, and were critical of the sheer quantity of legislation being introduced in this sector. The local community was already able to work together.
Charles Lant, Chief Executive of WDC had circulated all parishes offering to bring forward the District and Parish Conference 2011 to the month of September, and to devote much of the agenda to the Localism Bill. It was agreed that this was a useful initiative. 

It was resolved:

C.192.1 That the report from the Clerk be noted.

C.192.2 That the proposal from WDC be supported. 

C.193 Sustainable Communities Act

See discussion under Item C.192 above. 

 C.194 Wealden’s Local Development Framework Proposed Submission Core Strategy
The Parish Council’s comments, if any, have to be submitted by 18th April 2011. 
The Core Strategy is only one of the documents which comprise the LDF which in turn steers change in Wealden over the next 24 years.  It details the planned growth in housing, business and retail throughout Wealden from 2006 to 2030 but an increase in housing is the only aspect which will affect East Dean & Friston.  The Core Strategy proposes that there should be an additional 4685 dwellings built in this period.  Most of this will be urban infilling but some 455 of these are to be situated in some 13 rural villages of which East Dean & Friston is one and the new allocation for this village is 10 dwellings.

Some two dozen rural villages including East Dean & Friston have had their Development Boundaries removed. But this is a benefit to our village because a Development Boundary encompasses an area where there is a presumption in favour of development. Outside the boundary there is no such presumption. 
The Core Strategy does not specify the precise location of proposed developments, however, although not mentioned in the document, assessments made by WDC in March 2010 about future development in East Dean (and Friston) in advance of the agreement on the LDF were that - land at Horsfield would be unsuitable for development, but that land behind the Fridays (west of Gilberts Drive) is a potentially suitable site with an indicative house density of 35. 

With regard to affordable housing rural exceptions may be made to places where development boundaries have been removed. On developments with 5 or more dwellings or where the land exceeds 0.2 hectares then 35% of the dwellings should be affordable.

Cllr. Page proposed (seconded by Cllr Tyndall) that the Parish Council’s comments to WDC should state that whilst the PC supported the Core Strategy in general it was concerned that ten additional dwellings had been allocated here in spite of the fact that this village, unlike the 13 other rural villages listed, was the only one which lies within the South Downs National Park and therefore, no additional dwellings should be allowed. The proposal was agreed unanimously.
It was resolved:

C.194.1 That the Council should respond accordingly to WDC.
C.195 Vice-Chair of the Council – Correspondence and General Matters
The Vice-Chair reported as follows:

· Mrs Mary-Jane Higgins had requested permission to lay-flagstones over an area of grass at Friston Green owned by the Parish Council between a rear entrance to her property, Crowlink Place, and the gate of Friston Church. In discussion it was agreed that in principle such requests should be resisted, and this one should be refused. The occupier should also be asked to remove the house sign she had erected on Parish Council land without permission.
· AON had prescribed a list of conditions that should be met if the insurance was to continue to cover the contents of the Pavilion. However, the conditions specified (e.g. boarding up the premises in winter) were not entirely appropriate. Cllr Delaney agreed to contact AON to negotiate further, bearing in mind that the water supply would routinely be turned off entirely from November to March in future years.
It was resolved:

C.195.1 That the Report from the Vice-Chair of the Council be noted. 

C.195.2 That the actions recommended be taken. 

C. 196 Report of the County Councillor

None on this occasion.

C.197 Clerk’s correspondence/Visitors Received. 

Members noted the correspondence received by the Clerk on behalf of the Council over the past month. In particular:

· Local Elections – 5th May 2011: Nominations must be in by noon on Monday 4th April. East Dean would not ask for special Parish Council polling cards to be printed. 

· Changes to Planning Applications Procedure – Note by Mr Roy Webb, Chairman of East Dean & Friston Residents’ Association: to be circulated to all Councillors and put on the Agenda for the April 2011 meeting of Council. 

It was resolved:

C.197.1  That the item and the actions to be taken be noted. 

C.198 Payments and Receipts

Council considered the schedule of payments and receipts for the month of February 2011, and approved the payments totalling £923.45. A copy of the schedule is attached to these minutes. 

The Monthly Budgets for February 2011 had also been circulated. It was noted that a Budget of £120 intended for a donation to the Parish Magazine remained unspent in the Benefit of the Area (s.137) budget.

It was resolved:

C.198.1 That the payments as detailed be approved and that the Clerk be authorised to release the cheques for payment. 

C.198.2 That a donation of £120 be made forthwith to the Parish Magazine under s.137.

C.199 Councillors Monthly Surgery

Cllr Mrs C Tyndall reported as follows: the coffee morning held on 24th February 2011 was good with 38 people attending, including new faces from the village that hadn`t attended before. 

· Our local PCSO Mick Morter was in attendance to answer any questions.

· The Chairman of Downland Heartstart Ken Gerry was there to hand over the new defibrillator to the Village Hall Trustees. This was done with a short speech thanking everyone that had helped in the fund raising to purchase this machine. It is now installed in the entrance hall to the village hall in an alarmed cabinet. 

· The local community bus was spoken of by two people who wanted it to go to the top of Peakdean Lane and to go to Lewes.

· Another resident pointed out a very muddy patch that is being created across the grass verge at Lower Street, which was once a cross over to ‘The Cottage’ but has not been maintained.

· As usual everyone was in good spirits.

Future surgeries would be advertised in the Village Diary.

In discussion it was noted that the muddy patch in Lower Street, East Dean, next to The Cottage, was to be inspected by Stephen Wilkinson for ESCC. The crossing should either be maintained or put back to grass. 

It was resolved:

C.199.1  That the Councillors Monthly Report be noted. 

C.200 Progress Report

None on this occasion. 

C. 201 Highways Liaison Officer’s Report

Mr Fyfield reported  that ESCC was now at work filling potholes, particularly in Gilberts Drive. The intention was to fill the deepest and most dangerous ones first, but that all should be done within a fortnight. This would be welcomed as they were a particular danger to cyclists. 

It was resolved:

C.201.1  That the report of the Highways Liaison Officer be noted. 

C.202 Items for next meeting (7th April 2011)

· Cuckmere Community Bus Service 41 – East Dean & Friston
· Changes to Planning Applications Procedures
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9.15 pm
Signed…………………………………………………….Vice Chair

Dated…………………………………………………….
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