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Minutes of the Parish Council meeting, held on Thursday 7th April 2011 in The Small Hall, The Village Hall, Village Green Lane, East Dean which commenced at 7.30 pm.
Councillors present: Mrs L Charlwood (Vice Chair), M Delaney, R Page, Mrs C Tyndall, S Wilcox, and D Windsor. 
Also In attendance: Highways Liaison Officer, Mr J Fyfield; District Councillor C Peck (Items C.203 – C.209); County Councillor S Shing (Item C.217; and the Clerk, Mrs K Larkin.
Public questions: 
Mr Gerry Simcox – Residents’ Association: What action had been taken regarding the loose roof tiles above the shops in Downlands Way? The Vice Chair replied that the business proprietors concerned had been alerted to the possible danger and need for remedial action. The properties were not, however, under the jurisdiction of the Council. 
Prior to the commencement of the meeting prayers were read.
C.203
Acceptance of Apologies for absence: - Cllr Hervey, Cllr Link. 
C.204
Declaration of Interests: - None. 
C.205
Minutes of the meeting held on the 3rd March 2011: The minutes of the meeting held on 3rd March 2011 were approved as a true record and agreed by Council. 
C.206
Urgent Items, for consideration, not for decision: the condition of the pavement in Downlands Way by the Barn Stores and flat had deteriorated and action should be considered at the May 2011 meeting of Council.
C.207
Report from the District Councillor.  Councillor C Peck advised members that:
· The South Downs National Park Authority had become fully operational from 1st April 2011 and was now the Planning Authority for East Dean & Friston, with Wealden District Council as its agent. Wealden’s policies would remain in effect until the SDNPA made its own in three years’ time. Any planning appeals would be handled by Wealden on behalf of the SDNPA. Major applications would be determined by the SDNPA itself. Current major applications included one to raise the banks of the River Cuckmere; and another to backfill Filching quarry with waste. 

· The South Downs Joint Committee had been disbanded. This Committee used to maintain the Rights of Way, stiles etc. in its jurisdiction free of charge to landowners, though in fact landowners could be required to carry out such maintenance themselves and bill the ESCC for 25% of the cost. ESCC would now take back this responsibility. The SDNPA would have a Rights of Way Forum to monitor standards and would offer some funding for improvements beyond statutory standards. The old Joint Committee had also protected elm trees and this task too would now be taken back by ESCC, which would liaise with the authorities in Eastbourne and Brighton to monitor and manage elm disease. 

· 5 Michel Dene Road:  Cllr Peck had finally been satisfied that the ruling made by Wealden District Council that planning permission was not required had been justifiable, and he had withdrawn his objection to it. 
The Vice Chair thanked Cllr Peck for all his work for the Parish over the past four years, and   for his work as Vice Chairman of the SDNPA. Both were much appreciated. 

It was Resolved:




C. 207.1 That the Report from District Councillor C Peck be noted. 
C.208
REPORTS OF COMMITTEES
A. Planning Committee Report: 
Planning Committee Meeting 3rd March 2011
WD/2011/0040 - 9 THE RIDGWAY, FRISTON, BN20 0EZ
Two storey extension with part tiled and glazed conservatory. 

Councillor Tyndall, who was the applicant, declared a pecuniary interest and left the meeting. The remaining Committee members had already declared a non-pecuniary interest in this application and agreed that as the applicant is a colleague on the Planning Committee then this application should not be commented upon by the Planning Committee.
Planning Application Decisions by WDC:
	Application
	Address
	PC 
Recommend
	WDC 
Decision

	WD/2011/0040
	9 The Ridgeway, Friston, BN20 0EZ
	Not Considered
	Approval

	WD/2011/0226
	5 Michel Dene Road, East Dean BN20 0HP
	Refusal
	Plan Perm. Not Req

	WD/2011/0240
	Tolcarne, 28 Deneside, East Dean, BN20 0JG.
	No Objections
	Approval

	WD/2011/0254
	3 Michel Dene Close, East Dean, BN20 0JT
	No Objections
	Approval


It was resolved:
C.208.1 That the Report from the Chair of the Planning Committee be noted.
B. Finance & General Purposes Committee Report:

· The Chair of the Committee had attended a meeting with representatives of the Cuckmere Community Bus on the village Bus Service 41. An analysis of the financial implications for the Council had been made and a report had been circulated before the meeting. 

· The contents of the Parish Council section of the Village Web Site had been reviewed with the Chair of the Council. Recommendations for future changes were passed to the Clerk. The Chair had previously updated the section to reflect the details of the new Clerk.

· The Chair reviewed the onerous conditions placed by the insurers on the continuing insurance of the Pavilion and succeeded in getting them removed. The insurers were writing to confirm this and to recommend measures that should be taken to reduce the risk of flooding in the winter. 

It was resolved:
C.208.2 That the Report from the Chair of the Finance & General Purposes Committee be noted.
C. Rights of Way Committee Report The Chair of the Committee reported as follows:
· The highway finger post at the A259/Gilberts Drive junction had now been repaired. A quotation was awaited for the refurbishment of the highway fingerpost at the A259/Upper Street junction and when this was obtained ESCC would be invited to pay 50% of the cost. 
· When the above cost was known the Committee would know how much it had underspent and would request that this amount be carried forward to 2011-2012 in order that some outstanding work be completed. 

· The use of Foot Path 8 (The Ridgeway to Old Willingdon Road) as a dumping ground for dog poo bags was a matter of concern. After some 20 such bags were removed by a member of the Residents Association the Committee erected two temporary signs reminding dog walkers of their legal liability to remove their dog’s waste. Last week a further 12 such bags were removed by a Parish Councillor although it was hoped that these may have been dumped there before the notices were erected. It was recommended that the Council agree that an article about this be printed in the parish magazine. It might become necessary to erect more permanent signs if this unpleasant habit persisted. It would be difficult to provide a bin here, as the verges at the entry to the path were privately owned. 
· No frog or toad spawn was apparent in Friston Pond but coots and moorhens and a duck were present. 

· The Friston North bus shelter had been vandalised and the wall kicked in. Mr Franklin would do a patch repair. 

In discussion it was noted that the concrete litter bin from the Upper Street junction had finally been relocated outside the Village Hall, thanks to Cllr Tyndall. Councillor Windsor stated that there had been a missed collection from the wheelie bin at the Recreation Ground, which should be reported to Wealden District Council. 
It was resolved:
C.208.3 That the Report from the Chair of the Rights of Way Committee be noted.

D Recreation Ground Committee Report There had been no meeting. The Chair of the Committee reported as follows:
· The Cricket Pavilion floor was taking a long time to dry out and the carpet fitting had had to be postponed. A de-humidifier had been in place for two weeks kindly arranged and attended to by Cllr Tyndall and her partner. However, the floor was now dry and the carpet would be laid on 19th April 2011. The quotation from Kiley’s Carpets in the sum of £1530 plus VAT (total £1836), to include ply boarding, had been accepted as per resolution C.191.4.
· Youths had vandalised some roof tiles. Further thanks were due to Cllr Tyndall and her partner for the repair of this damage. 
· Mr J Davies-Gilbert requested that the Council cut down the branches of Council-owned horse chestnut trees that were overhanging his track as he needed access to his house behind for heavy machinery to demolish it. Work would start on 11th April so the Chair of Committee had consulted with the Clerk and Cllr Delaney and taken legal advice, the outcome of which was that the Council’s only responsibility was to keep the trees in a safe condition for passers-by, and to ensure they did not impede normal users of the track. On this basis, the Council would pay half and Mr J Davies-Gilbert would pay the other half of the estimate of £450.00. Work would be carried out on 8th April 2011. The trees would be trimmed back and shaped. 
· The bushes and trees in the bio-diversity strip were bursting their buds and seedlings were germinating in the flower strip. 
· Mr Bovil from East Dean Decorating had been asked for an estimate to prepare and paint both changing rooms, both toilets, the kitchen and the front door of the pavilion. A lot of this was due to water damage, though the front door was tatty from wear and tear. 
It was resolved:
C.208.4 That the Report from the Chair of the Recreation Ground Committee be noted. 
C.209 Future of Barn Stores and Post Office
The Vice Chair reported that the current proprietor’s tenancy was ending but that the proprietors of the paper shop hoped to take it over and keep the Post Office open. Cllr Peck suggested that the Council might signify its support for the continuation of the Barn Stores and Post Office and make this known to the Post Office and to the local MP. In discussion this proposal was supported and it was noted that the presence of these facilities had been calculated by the Rural Traders’ Association to add £5,000 to the value of each property in the catchment area. Residents should be encouraged to use them. 

It was resolved:

C.209.1 That the Council should write to the Post Office and to Norman Baker MP to signify the support of the community for the continuation of the Post Office in Downlands Way. 

C.210 Community Bus Service 41
Proposals for the continuation of the service had been circulated. Cllr Delaney reported that trials had shown that 78% of passengers wanted to go to Eastbourne, and relatively few to local shops. The draft of a new timetable therefore showed a second trip to Eastbourne, plus some modifications to the route in line with known local demand. This would slightly increase the waiting time for people going to local shops but increase the overall viability of the service. It might be possible to make two additional stops at the Downlands Way shops on the second Eastbourne journey.  From 1st April 2011 the cost of the service would no longer be met by ESCC but would devolve to the Parish Council, if they wished to continue it. The current total cost was £80 per week for a one-day service. However, with increased usage projected from current trends plus rising fuel costs for private motorists, and a modest increase in fares, the maximum cost to the Council should be no more than £890 per year, and might be significantly less. With the new timetable in place, 45 single fares per week would suffice to make the service self-financing. A question was raised as to whether dogs would be allowed on the bus.
The Vice Chair suspended Standing Orders to enable Mr Rix to comment. Mr Rix confirmed that guide dogs would be allowed, but did not know whether other dogs would be allowed. The Vice Chair re-imposed Standing Orders. 
It was resolved (with one abstention):

C.210.1 That the Community Bus Service 41 should be continued with financial support from the Council, subject to a review in six months’ time, and that the proposed new bus timetable and fare tariff should be implemented. 
C.211 Parish Council Website

The Clerk reported that SME Solutions had drawn up proposals for a new website which had been circulated to the Vice Chair and to Cllr Delaney as Chair of Finance and General Purposes. The website would be the last main element of expenditure of the grant of £7511 received from the Big Lottery Fund in April 2010 for IT Facilities for Publicity and Promotion of EDFPC, and it was essential that the money be spent within the twelve months allocated by the Fund, expiring on 21st April 2011. Any unspent balance must be returned to the Fund. The amount remaining unspent was £1378.56. As the cost of the website had been quoted for by SME Solutions at £1000 plus VAT, the Clerk requested permission to purchase the following, at a further cost of approx. £300 plus VAT:

· an upgrade of the office software from Microsoft Office Home and Student to Office Professional;
· a dongle to enable the desktop PC to access the internet and emails;

· a set of high capacity memory sticks for the future circulation of planning applications etc. to Councillors, facilitating electronic consultation which would be more accessible to members of the public at Council and Committee meetings.
In discussion it was agreed in principle that the Council should proceed with these purchases, especially as the need for a dedicated website had been specified in the original bid to the Fund. The Clerk should continue to liaise with Councillors when the final quotations were received. It was noted that a 50% deposit would be required for the website. 
It was resolved (with one abstention):
C.211.1 That the Clerk should be authorized to spend the remaining grant money as proposed. 

C.212 Financial Risk Assessment
A draft Financial Risk Assessment had been circulated. The External Auditor had advised during the 2009-2010 audit that the Council ought to have such an assessment. 
It was resolved (with one abstention):

C.212.1 That the Financial Risk Assessment be adopted as circulated. 

C.213 Variation of Standing Order 5 – Council Quorum

The following motion was proposed by Cllr Delaney and seconded by Cllr Page: 

That SO 5 be amended to alter the Council’s quorum from five members to three members.

 In accordance with SO 59 this motion was immediately adjourned without debate to the next ordinary meeting of the Council. 
C.214 Changes to Planning Applications Procedure

The Council had before them a letter from the Chairman of the East Dean & Friston Residents’ Association requesting certain changes in the procedure for considering planning applications. However, it was noted in discussion that there were 42 town and parish councils in the Wealden District and that the views of one parish council were unlikely to change the planning system. If the Council wished to succeed in changing the process then this would be most effective if done with a cluster of other town and parish councils or through the Sussex Association of Local Councils. 

The South Downs National Park Authority was now the planning authority for our area and had delegated responsibility for planning to the 15 local authorities in the Park. It was the intention of the Park Authority to have common planning standards throughout the Park, and, as the Park contains some 500 or more town and parish councils, any influence that East Dean & Friston Parish Council might have on this process would be negligible unless in concert with others. 


It was agreed that Cllr Page would write to the Residents’ Association along these lines and copy the letter to the Clerk. 

It was resolved (with one abstention):

C.214.1 That Cllr Page should respond to the Residents’ Association as discussed. 

C.215 Vice Chair of the Council – Correspondence.
There was no correspondence but the Vice Chair updated Councillors on the timetable and procedure for the forthcoming local elections. 

C.216 Clerk’s Correspondence/Visitors received. 

The Clerk had received the following:

· AON: letter of confirmation about the Pavilion insurance cover (see also Item C.208B above). Cllr Windsor advised that four or possibly five frost stats would be required before next winter, and some lagging of pipes. Mr Markwick would deal with the closing down of the utilities in October and turning them on again in March. The matter would be taken up by the new Recreation Ground Committee. 

· Cuckmere Community Bus AGM papers, 20th April 2011. No Councillor would be able to attend but the Council was in contact with CCB through Mr Rix and Mr Ayers. 

· Public Sector Mapping Agreement: the Clerk had registered the Council as a Local Government Member in anticipation of the withdrawal of the Ordnance Survey link from the Wealden website. The Council took note. 
· Community group buying of heating oil: promotional email from Emma Admans. No action required. 
· Copy of correspondence between a resident of Old Willingdon Road and the Residents’ Association regarding speeding in Old Willingdon Road. See Item C.218 below.
County Councillor S Shing joined the meeting during Item 216. The Vice Chair ruled that the County Councillor’s report be taken at this point. 
C.218 Report of the County Councillor

County Councillor Shing commented in regard to speeding in Old Willingdon Road that the ESCC had a programme of assessing all village speed limits, and that East Dean & Friston would be assessed later this year. Currently there was no special restriction in Old Willingdon Road. He warned that if Filching Quarry were to be opened for landfill as currently proposed then East Dean and Old Willingdon Road would be affected by the increased traffic of heavy lorries. Any representations against the proposal should be made to the County Council by 23rd May 2011.  In discussion it was stated that the proposal to refill the quarry was being justified on the basis that it would fulfill one of the original planning conditions from 1948. However, the Vice Chair stated that peregrine falcons which were a Schedule 1 nesting species had been seen at the quarry and this if verified should preclude further development. 
It was resolved:

C.218.1 That the Council should make representations to the County Council, and to the South Downs National Park Authority, against the proposed filling of Filching Quarry. 

Cllr Shing further reported as follows:
· Snow signs: ESCC would not permit these because of the insurance implications. 

· Potholes were being repaired, but complete resurfacing would not be carried out locally. 

Finally, Cllr Shing thanked the Council and Councillors for all their work over the past four years. 

It was resolved:

C.218.2 That the report from CountyCouncillor Shing be noted. 
C.219 Payments and Receipts

The Council considered the schedule of payments and receipts for the month of March 2011, and approved the payments listed totaling £3002.46. An additional payment of £35.00 to the Information Commissioner’s Office for the renewal of the Council’s Registration for 2011-2012 was also approved. The Monthly Budgets for March 2011 had also been circulated. 
It was resolved:

C.219.1 That the payments as detailed be approved and that the Clerk be authorized to release the cheques for payment.
It was noted that the new Council would need new cheque signatories. It was agreed that Cllr Page and Cllr Windsor, the only two members of the present Council who had already been declared elected onto the new Council, should become bank signatories from May 2011 onwards, and that Barclays Bank should be notified accordingly. The new Council would need to appoint at least one additional signatory, and consider the future of the Santander account. 
It was resolved:

C.219.2 That Cllr R Page and Cllr D Windsor should become authorized bank signatories from May 2011 onwards, subject to review of the Council’s banking arrangements by the new Council. 

C.220 Councillors Monthly Surgery
Cllr Tyndall reported that the monthly surgery held in March had been relatively quiet with eighteen people attending, and no special issues had been raised. 

It was resolved:

C.220.1 That the Councillors monthly Report be noted. 

C.221`Progress Report
The Clerk reported that two items remained outstanding from the previous meeting: a response to the LDF Proposed Submission Core Strategy; and a second letter to Mrs Higgins, regarding the removal of her house sign from Parish Council land. Both items were in hand.  

It was resolved:

C.221.1  That the Progress Report be noted.

C.222 Highways Liaison Officer’s Report

Mr Fyfield reported that ESCC had not yet filled the potholes in Gilberts Drive. The contractors were deciding schedules on Health & Safety grounds, and prioritizing potholes over 40mm deep. There was also still a problem with surface water from the A259 to Friston Pond overflowing in very wet weather; drainage work had been scheduled but deferred following complaints that it would disrupt the bus service. Plans to enlarge the gulley pot opposite Michel Dene Road had been abandoned because of the close proximity of other services, which made it impractical to enlarge. 
It was resolved:

C.222.1  That the Report of the Highways Liaison Officer be noted. 

C.223 Items for future meetings:
· Appointment of new Emergency Plan Coordinator
· Village Plan – to be promoted to the new Council
· 2012 Olympics – to consider a village plan
· Annual Parish Meeting – to reconsider the arrangements. 
Next meeting – the Annual Parish Council Meeting, TUESDAY 10th May 2011 at 7.00 pm in the Small Hall of the Village Hall, to be followed immediately afterwards by the ordinary May meeting of Council. 

In conclusion the Vice Chair thanked all the retiring Councilors for all their hard work, and wished every success to the new Council. 
Cllr Delaney offered special thanks to Cllr Charlwood for her work as Vice Chair since the departure of Cllr Hervey, and this was supported unanimously. 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9.22 pm. 

Signed……………………………………………………………Chairman

Dated……………………………………………………………
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