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Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Thursday 3rd November 2011 in The Small Hall, The Village Hall, Village Green Lane, East Dean, commencing at 7.30 pm.
Councillors present: R Page (in the Chair), R Coomber, P Hill, J Hine, S Hunt, J Sargent, C Tyndall, D Windsor.

In attendance:  District Councillor C Peck; Mr J Fyfield (Highways Liaison Officer); Mrs J Smith (Recreation Ground Committee); and the Clerk, Mrs K Larkin.
There was one member of the public present.
Public questions:
Use of The Horsefield: Mr P Johnson asked whether the District Planning Authority was aware of the current state of The Horsefield (largely occupied by a spoil heap, a track and storage facilities connected to the building works at The Dipperays), and whether enforcement action would be taken to have these items removed, particularly as the field was situated in an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty within the South Downs National Park. DCllr Peck responded that the current use of The Horsefield as ancillary to the building site was intended to be temporary; it had begun without planning permission but permission had been sought retrospectively and on the basis that the field should be fully restored when the works were complete. It was noted that permission had recently been granted retrospectively, and the situation was being monitored. 
Future of the Bonfire Event:  Mr P Johnson asked whether the Parish Council would allow time for residents to explore the possibility of re-forming the previous local Bonfire Society in the hope that it might assist with or take over the running of the event in 2012. Residents were disappointed that there was to be no Bonfire in 2011, but understood that the event had recently become too big to handle. The Chair agreed that this proposal would be considered [see Minute C.351 below]. 
Prior to the commencement of the meeting prayers were said.

C.342
Acceptance of apologies for absence: – Cllr T Bryant. 
C.343
Declarations of Interest: – None.

C.344
Minutes of the previous meeting: The Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 6th October 2011 had been circulated. A factual error was noted in the Item C.340 regarding Works on the Jevington Road, and the words ‘and the road would be closed between 8.00 pm and 5.00 pm on those days. The road would be resurfaced rather than patched’, should be deleted. Subject to this amendment, the Minutes were confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chair. 
C.345
Urgent items, for consideration but not decision:  - None.

C.346 
Report of the Vice Chairman of the South Downs National Park Authority

Cllr Peck thanked the Planning Committee for their comments on the proposed transfer of the administration of the planning system from the Wealden District Council to the National Park Authority within the foreseeable future. The Parish Council should also consider participating in the production of a Neighbourhood Plan under the Localism Bill. Such a plan would initially need to be compatible with the Local Development Framework of the Wealden District Council, in order to give the parish some influence on planning policy within the District for the period until the Park Authority’s own LDF became operative in a few years’ time. 

It was resolved:


C.346.1 That the report from Cllr Peck be noted. 
C.347 Report of the District Councillor

Cllr Peck reported as follows:

· Local Development Framework Core Strategy - the Planning Inspector had held an exploratory meeting on 12th October at which the majority of participants had been developers concerned that the new housing figures proposed in the Strategy (approx. 400 per year to 2026) were too low. However, the Inspector had ruled that this need not delay the progress of the Strategy to the next stage of Public Examination. 
· Planning Committee South – three current planning applications in the parish had been called in for decision by the Committee on 10th November 2011. These included the proposal for a permanent field car park at Birling Gap, which the Parish had opposed. Officers were recommending the grant of a further temporary permission from Easter to the end of September, subject to conditions. 
It was resolved:

C.347.1 That the report from Cllr Peck be noted. 
C.348 REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES

(A) Planning - the draft Minutes of the meeting held on 26th October 2011 had been circulated. The Chair of the Committee reported that there were no other issues to be brought to the Council. 

It was resolved: 


C.348.1 That the report from the Chair of the Committee be noted. 

(B) Finance and General Purposes – the Chair reported on behalf of Cllr Bryant that estimates for the draft Budget 2012/13 were being compiled and the Committee would hold its first meeting on 16th November 2011. 


It was resolved:


C.348.2 That the report from the Chair of the Committee be noted. 

(C) Rights of Way – the Chair reported that draft Estimates for the Committee were in circulation. A notice was in preparation regarding works at the Pond; some issues had arisen regarding signposts and dog bins and were under consideration. 

It was resolved:


C.348.3 That the report from the Chair of the Committee be noted. 
(D) Recreation Ground – the Chair welcomed Mrs J Smith to the meeting. The Chair of the Committee reported as follows:

· Play Area – a substantial round of repairs had recently been carried out in compliance with the recommendations of the annual inspection report by RoSPA. However, a rung on the ladder to the Cabin Slide which could cause entrapment had not yet been altered. The Clerk should check whether this had been on the list of works given to the contractor. 
· Pavilion water supply – this had now been turned off until March 2012.

· Draft Budget 2012/13 – in preparation.

· Use of Pavilion for meetings – the Pavilion still had heat and light and could be used for meetings throughout the winter if required. 

The Chair complimented the Committee on the good state of the Play Area and the Recreation Ground generally. 


It was resolved:


C.348.4 That the report from the Chair of the Committee be noted. 

C.349 REVISION OF STANDING ORDERS

The motion ‘That this Council should consider adopting new Standing Orders based on the National Association of Local Councils’ Model Standing Orders for Local Councils, 2010, as circulated’ had been proposed and seconded at the October meeting (Minutes, 6th October 2011, Item C.327), and could now be debated. In discussion the Model was approved with minor local variations, and it was agreed that the Clerk should circulate a revised draft incorporating these amendments for final approval and adoption at the December 2011 Council meeting. The new SO28 would require the Council to have a policy for dealing with the press and/or other media. The Clerk should obtain a draft of such a policy for consideration by Council. 

It was resolved:

C.349.1 That the Clerk should prepare a revised draft of the Standing Orders incorporating the amendments discussed and agreed in November 2011, for final approval and adoption by Council in December 2011. 

C.349.2 That the Clerk should produce a draft policy for dealing with the press and/or other media, for consideration by Council in December 2011. 
C.350 TIME OF COUNCIL MEETINGS
The Council considered bringing forward the start of Council meetings to 7.00 pm and making Public Questions the first item of business (with a time limit of 15 minutes), with effect from January 2012. It was noted that an earlier start could inconvenience some councillors and members of the public, and it was agreed that meetings should continue to start at 7.30 pm. However, from January 2012 the Public Session should be the first item of business at 7.30 pm, with a time limit of 15 minutes.

It was resolved:

C.350.1 That from January 2012 onwards the Public Session should be the first item of business at Council meetings, instead of preceding the meeting. 

C.351 BONFIRE AND FIREWORKS
 No Bonfire and Fireworks event was to be staged by the Council in November 2011, and some residents had expressed disappointment at the loss of this popular event, and requested the Council to consider reinstating it in November 2012. A briefing note had been circulated by the Chair.  Financially the event had depended heavily on sponsorship (£1700 in 2010) and on a start-up contribution of approx. £2,000 from the Parish Council, but it had sometimes made a profit which had always been donated to charity. In terms of organisation, the event had in recent years been run by the Parish Council and in particular by a small number of enthusiastic Councillors who had since left the Council. The new Council did not have the same knowledge and contacts. An appeal for new volunteers to assist with the running of the event in 2011 had been published in the Parish Magazine and on the village website early in 2011, but there had been no response at all. This had led to the cancellation of the event in 2011. 

The Chair drew attention to Mr Johnson’s request in the Public Session, that residents be given time in which to try to re-form a Bonfire Society which might take over the running of the event, with some form of assistance from the Parish Council. To enable this possibility to be explored, the motion ‘that this item of business be deferred to the December 2011 Council meeting’ was proposed by Cllr Hine and seconded by Cllr Tyndall.
C.351.1 The motion was put to the meeting and declared carried by a majority of Councillors present and voting. Cllr Windsor abstained from voting. 
C.352 RISK ASSESSMENTS

Cllr Hine reported that the Clerk had drafted a set of Risk Assessments based on a model supplied by the Society of Local Council Clerks, but that the model was not sufficiently pragmatic, and he had drafted an alternative which would be brought to Council for consideration at the December 2011 meeting. The Council took note. 

C.353 COMMUNITY BUS SERVICE 41

The operating statistics for Community Bus Service 41 to the end of October 2011 had been circulated. The shortfall in funding to be covered by contribution from the Council for October 2011 was £57.87. Cllr Tyndall reported that she had attended a meeting of the Cuckmere Community Bus on 17th October, as a representative of the Parish Council. It had been announced that fares were to increase by 12% on 1st November 2011, which should help the finances of Service 41. Some 803 people had used the service so far, and CCB was pleased with its success. Locally, however, there was some misconception that the service was intended for pensioners; it was in fact open to everyone. 

It was resolved:


C.353.1 That the report from Cllr Tyndall be noted. 

C.354 QEII DIAMOND JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS 2012

A note of a Planning Meeting of Team 2012 held on 11th October 2011 had been circulated. The Chair reported that he had received a letter from Mr C Preece (with a background paper) opposing the holding of outdoor music events in the parish, and specifically on the Village Green, even in the context of the Jubilee celebrations. Mr Davies-Gilbert as landowner of the Village Green had in fact already stated to representatives of the Council that he had no plans to hold a music festival, although it would be open to him to do so in the future. In the absence of any specific proposals for a festival there was no action to be taken by the Council. In regard to the Jubilee celebrations, however, the Parish Council was fully supportive of the work of Team 2012, and would not want to stop the music event being held on the Village Green to celebrate this very historic occasion. The Chair would reply to Mr Preece accordingly. 

It was resolved:


C.354.1 That the report from the Chair of Council be noted. 
C.355 CHAIR OF THE COUNCIL: CORRESPONDENCE AND GENERAL MATTERS

The Chair reported as follows:
· Parking in Eastbourne - a resident had requested that parishioners of East Dean and Friston should receive leisure permits for parking in Eastbourne. However, these could only be issued by Eastbourne Borough Council.
· Domestic bonfires – consideration was to be given to introducing a bye-law covering domestic bonfires [see Minute C.328]; the Clerk was investigating.  
· Annual Parish Meeting 2012 – Mrs M Honey had recommended that the next Annual Parish Meeting should be separated from any Parish Council meeting and re-launched as the separate entity it was supposed to be. The meeting must be held in March, April or May, and though it should be chaired by the Chair of the Parish Council it should be an informal occasion dedicated to giving voice to the concerns of residents. The Village Hall Trustees, the Residents’ Association, the Parochial Church Council, other regular invitees and the South Downs National Park Authority (if it so wished) should all be involved in the re-launch. A budget for catering should be added to the Precept calculations. The Clerk should try to book the Main Hall. 
· Scam email – the Chair and others had received scam emails purporting to come from the email address of a former councillor, whose online security had been breached. Recipients should take care to destroy these messages. 
· Rural Broadband – an advisory meeting was to be held on 1st December in Uckfield. 

It was resolved:

C.355.1 That the report from the Chair of Council be noted. 

C.356 REPORT OF THE COUNTY COUNCILLOR – None.
C.357 CLERK’S CORRESPONDENCE/VISITORS RECEIVED
The Clerk reported on the following correspondence:

· Hon Solicitor – confirmation that the Parish Council has no responsibility for trees at Gore Farm Close but does have responsibility for trees on Recreation Ground which may be causing damage to flint wall
· ESCC – Waste and Minerals Plan, Public Consultation papers.

· WDC – Housing Allocations Policy Consultation papers

· WDC Economic Development & Tourism Officer – requests information on Christmas events

· Waste outside The Tiger Inn – joint efforts to eliminate the problem continue.

· R Webb (Residents’ Association) – PC should contribute more to works on Downlands Estate

· BBC Learning – information on forthcoming BBC Stargazing Live/ BBC Things To Do

· Mrs J Johnson – thanks for retirement gift.

· Various – emails asking why Bonfire is not being held in 2011. 

In discussion it was noted that the Council had been unanimous in its decision not to take on full financial responsibility for the mowing of The Greensward (Minute C.332.2 of the October 2011 Council meeting), but to continue to contribute £700 towards a total cost of £1200 pa. The Council was as fully involved with matters arising on the Downlands Estate as it was elsewhere in the parish.
It was resolved:
C.357.1 That the Clerk’s report be noted. 

C.358 PAYMENTS AND RECEIPTS

The following payments were approved:

· WDC – dog bin emptying Q.2


(103518)

£66.96

· WDC – litter bins on recreation ground

(103519)

£187.68

· R Franklin – Bus shelters (October)

(103520)

£50.00

· Foster Playscapes Ltd – repairs to play area
(103521)

£4063.20

· Cuckmere Community Bus  - October support
(103522)

£57.87

· Public Works Loans Board – ½ yr repayment
(103523)

£1737.51

· Mrs K Larkin – November salary (postdated)
(103524)

£742.31

· Mrs K Larkin – refund postage/stationery
(103525)

£13.65

The following receipt s were noted:
· M Judd – hire of cricket pavilion





£30.00
· Santander – bank interest (September) 




£0.88
It was resolved:

C.358.1 That the payments as detailed be approved, and the Clerk be authorised to release the cheques. 

C.358.1 That the receipts as detailed be noted. 

C.359 COUNCIL’S MONTHLY SURGERY

Cllr Tyndall reported that a Monthly Surgery had been held on 27th October 2011, but that no issues had been reported. Attendance had been relatively low. The next Coffee Morning would be held on 17th November 2011. Cllr Tyndall had had a banner prepared to go on the Parish Council’s table at Coffee Mornings, advertising their presence. It would be kept by Mr Franklin, who would put it out when required. The Chair on behalf of the Council thanked Cllr Tyndall for her generous gift. 

It was resolved:


C.359.1 That the report from Cllr Tyndall be noted. 

C.360 PROGRESS REPORT
The Clerk reported as follows:

· Sewage disposal in Wayside and Went Hill Close – letter sent to Southern Water

· Hole under verge in Wenthill Close – letter sent to South East Water
· Licensing Register – monthly check done – variations sought  to licence at The Tiger Inn

· Savings accounts – move from Santander still required

· Website –photos still required but otherwise complete

· Notes on the Heads of Expenditure – in preparation for the Budget process.

· The Village Halls/Old Village Hall Account – briefing paper in preparation.

· Cricket – end of season invoices required.

· VAT return  for second quarter in preparation

· SLCC – attended local branch meeting, Uckfield 2nd November 2011.

The Vice Chair reported that a letter would be received from the PCC Treasurer requesting the Council to consider increasing the grant paid to the PCC in the next financial year, 2012/13. 


It was resolved:


C.360.1 That the Clerk’s progress report be noted. 

C.361 HIGHWAYS LIAISON OFFICER’S REPORT

Mr J Fyfield reported as follows:

· Sweeping in Upper Street and Lower Street – Wealden District Council had done this work on 24th October, but subsequent leaf fall had meant that it needed to be repeated. Wire fencing panels alongside Upper Street, placed in connection with building works at The Dipperays, had caused part of the gutter to be blocked and missed from the sweeping schedule. 
· Defective drain – the defective drain last reported at the meeting of Council on 6th October 2011 (Item C.340) was still on the waiting list for repair. 

In discussion the following points were raised:

· Closure of A259 – expected on 17th November 2011, overnight, for the signage to be renewed.
· Footpath 25 – the top section of this path, which was a highway footway, needed sweeping, especially near the Bus Shelter. However, the Highways Liaison Officer stated that the sweeping team would not go into Crowlink Lane. 

It was resolved:

C.361.1 That the report of the Highways Liaison Officer be noted. 

C.362 ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING

Standing Orders; Risk Assessments; Bonfire; any other new items to be notified to the Clerk not less than 10 days before the date of the next Council meeting. 
Next meeting: Thursday 1st December 2011 at 7.30 pm in the Small Hall of the Village Hall, East Dean. 
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9.35 pm.
Signed………………………………………………………………Chair                          Date………………………………………………………..
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