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Minutes of an Extraordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on Wednesday 22nd June 2011 in The Small Hall, The Village Hall, Village Green Lane, East Dean, commencing at 8.30 pm.
Councillors present: R Page (Chair), R Coomber, J Hine, S Hunt, J Sargent, C Tyndall, D Windsor.

In attendance: Mr Tim Hervey (ex-Chair of Council) and Mrs K Larkin (Clerk).
Public questions: - None. 
C.277
Acceptance of apologies for absence –Cllr T Bryant, Cllr P Hill, DCllr C Peck.
C.278
Declarations of Interest – None.

C.279    Annual Return and Year End Accounts for the financial year ended 31 March 2011

The Chair welcomed Mr Tim Hervey who had kindly prepared the Annual Return and Year End Accounts and would answer questions from Councillors. 
Members considered the contents of Report No. 01/2011 which gave comprehensive details of the Year End accounts for the financial year ended 31 March 2011; the Internal Auditor’s  year-end report for the same year; and details of the proposed submission to Mazars, the External Auditors, for the annual return. The explanation of variances of more than 15% between the summary figures for 2009/10 and those for 2010/11 in Section 1 of the Annual Return had been presented in the External Auditors’ own format as well as in the Year End Accounts. It was noted that the Council had not been selected as part of the 5% ‘spot check’ requiring additional information to be provided as part of the submission. In discussion it was noted that on page 4 of the Year End Accounts under Other Fixed Assets the last entry ‘New Village Hall Furniture and Fittings’ was in fact no longer required, these items having in fact passed into the custody of the Village Hall Trust; no value had been entered for these assets. 

The present Councillors had been newly appointed since the end of the year being audited, but members noted the methodology approved by the Council in June 2010 (Minute C.37) for carrying out the Internal Audit; and noted the appointment of Peter J Consultants to act as the Council’s Internal Auditor for the year 2010/11; and agreed that these arrangements still met the Council’s requirements, so that its responsibilities under the Governance and Accountability Guidelines 2008 (Section 4 Internal Audit) had been properly fulfilled. 


The contents of the Internal Auditor’s report for the year 2010/11 were noted. In particular, the format of the Assets Register would need to be overhauled under recent changes in the guidelines,  so that the total Assets should be taken from the acquisition costs (or if not known, the current values), and these values should subsequently be maintained, and not changed for future Returns. The Risk Assessment was also due for a full review. The finances of the Village Hall Trust must be regularly reviewed to ensure that the Council would be aware of significant trends. These and other matters raised by the Internal Auditor would all be acted upon. 

It was resolved:

C.279.1 To approve the year end accounts for the financial year ended 31 March 2011 as detailed within Report no. 01/2011.
C.279.2 To approve Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Return submission to Mazars, the External Auditors for the financial year ended 31 March 2011.
C.279.3 To confirm the effectiveness of the Internal Audit arrangements used by Peter J Consultants to meet the requirements of the Governance and Accountability Practitioners’ Guide 2008, and the use of Peter J Consultants as the Council’s Internal Auditor for the year ended 31 March 2011.

C.279.4 To note the Year End report from the Internal Auditor as detailed within Report no. 01/2011.
C.279.5 To note the appointed date for the exercise of electors’ rights and comments on the accounts and to note that the relevant notice had been posted in a prominent place in the village for the prescribed period. 

These motions were put to the Council and declared carried. 
C.280 Date of next meeting

Items for consideration would include the future of the Council’s two savings accounts with Santander.
Thursday 7th July 2011 at 7.30 pm in the Small Hall of the Village Hall, East Dean.

There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.05 pm.

Signed……………………………………………………Chair

Date………………………………………………………
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