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Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Tuesday 10th May 2011 in The Small Hall, The Village Hall, Village Green Lane, East Dean, commencing at 7.30 pm.
Councillors present: T Bryant, R Coomber, P Hill, S Hunt, R Page, J Sargent, C Tyndall, D Windsor.

In attendance:  District Councillor C Peck; Mr J Fyfield (Highways Liaison Officer); Mrs F Richards; and the Clerk, Mrs K Larkin.
There were two members of the public present.
Public questions:
Mr Roy Webb – Residents’ Association welcomed and congratulated the Parish Councillors on their election, and raised the following Questions:
· Would the Parish Council consider taking full responsibility for the future maintenance of the Greensward?

· Would the Parish Council consider taking responsibility for the painting of white lines on The Downland Estate roads?

· Would the Parish Council give consideration to passing certain By Laws to assist with the enforcement of restrictive covenants retained under the ownership of The Leighton Group in Australia?
The Chair stated that the Parish Council currently assisted with the maintenance of both privately owned Village Greens in the parish. Preliminary work already done on By Laws suggested that the expense of making and enforcing them could be prohibitive. The Council was moreover under pressure not to raise the precept. However, the Council would consider all these matters. 
Prior to the commencement of the meeting prayers were said.

C.237
Acceptance of apologies for absence – Cllr J Hine.
C.238
Declarations of Interest – None.

C.239
Minutes of the meeting held on 7th April 2011: The Minutes of the meeting held on 7th April 2011 were approved as a true record and agreed by the Council, subject to a correction on page 7, line 1, where ‘Friston Pond’ should read ‘East Dean Pond’.

C.240
Urgent items, for consideration but not decision – None.
C.241
Report of the District Councillor.  Councillor C Peck reported that in the recent elections the Conservative Party had increased its majority on the District Council to 47 councillors out of 55. With so little formal opposition, it would be important for internal scrutiny to be maintained. Cllr Peck welcomed the new Parish Councillors, and encouraged the Parish Council to pursue the requests of the Residents’ Association. Changes that entailed the raising of the precept should be approached with caution, but contact with the Leighton Group could be positive, and a fresh look at By Laws could be worthwhile. The Chair congratulated Cllr Peck on his re-election.

It was resolved:


C.241.1 That the report from DCllr Peck be noted. 

C.242 PLANNING
New applications:

C.242.1 WD/2011/0705 – TOILET BLOCK, BIRLING GAP, EAST DEAN BN20 0DQ. 
Alterations to external appearance. 

A letter of objection had been received from a resident on the grounds that strong reflections would be caused by the siting of roof lights on the rear NE elevation. There was thought to be some substance to this allegation, which could be avoided by the use of light tubes or non-reflective glass. It was noted that the toilets were owned by the National Trust but maintained, with some reluctance, by the District Council, which should be encouraged to raise the standard of maintenance.

 It was resolved:
C.242.1 To recommend that the application be approved. 

C.242.2 NP/2011/0004/F – 1 CHURCHFIELD, EAST DEAN BN20 0DQ. 
Proposed two storey extension at rear. 

This was an amended version of an earlier application (WD/2010/2676), designed to take into account objections that had originally been raised regarding the bulkiness of the proposed extension and its visibility from the adjacent Conservation Area. The upper storey had been reduced in size and a dormer window included. However, in discussion it was suggested that still more should be done: a pitched dormer would reduce the impact further and be more in keeping with the surrounding properties. A majority of councillors favoured making this a condition of any permission granted. 

It was resolved, with five in favour, 1 against and 2 abstentions:


C.242.2 To recommend that the application be approved, subject to the above condition. 

C.242.3 NP/2011/0007/LB – 29 ELVEN LANE, EAST DEAN, BN20 0LG

Various minor internal works and external repointing. 

There was support for this application which would protect and enhance a Listed Building.


It was resolved, with 7 in favour and one abstention:


C.242.3 To recommend that the application be approved. 

Enforcement matters:

C.242.4 WD/2009/0691/F – BIRLING GAP ROAD, BIRLING GAP, EAST DEAN
Seasonal car park for a maximum of 100 cars.
Residents had expressed concern that the conditions attached to the temporary planning permission for this car park (expiring in September 2011) were not being adhered to. They were making a record of non-compliance to be considered by the Planning Authority when the permission came up for renewal. In addition, safety issues had arisen over the presence of an ice cream van in the car park tempting customers to cross the road at a dangerous spot where visibility was poor. The Chair reported that the landowner, Mr C Davies-Gilbert, had requested that residents should raise any concerns directly with him, prior to the review of the whole permission in September 2011. The question was raised as to whether the South Downs National Park Authority would wish to take a direct interest in this site. Cllr Peck thought it unlikely, but advised that the Council should explore the issues with the District Council and notify him before August 2011 if an approach to the SDNPA was requested. 

It was resolved:


C.242.4 To keep the matter under review.

C.243 REPORTS FROM THE FORMER COMMITTEES
C.243.1 PlanningThe Chair reported that he had received a communication from Mr C Davies-Gilbert about the development of the Walled Garden at the Dipperays to provide five holiday cottages. Planning permission had been granted in 2010 and the work had just begun. The contractors, Westridge Construction Ltd needed a site compound within the garden and the facility to make deliveries via a temporary vehicular track across the Horsefield from Gilberts Drive. The compound and track were already in use. In discussion, however, concerns were raised. Part of the listed flint boundary wall had been knocked down to accommodate the track, and the track itself cut across a Right of Way. A large blue container sited within the Horsefield was apparently providing additional storage. It appeared that the demolition of the wall, the introduction of the track, and the siting of the container had all been undertaken without planning permission. 

It was resolved:

C.243.1 To contact Wealden Enforcement officers; and to review the matter at the next Planning Committee meeting (later fixed for Wednesday 1st June 2011).
C.243.2 Finance and General Purposes 

The Chair reported that he had inspected the faulty paving on the North East side of the flats in Downlands Way. The unevenness was less than 15mm in depth. In discussion it was suggested that recent jet-washing might have helped the surface to settle. However, the Chair of Finance & General Purposes was requested to consider remedial action.

It was resolved:


C. 243.2 To request the F&GP Committee to consider remedial action.

C.243.3 Rights of Way

Cllr Page in his capacity as former Chair of Rights of Way had circulated a report on outstanding matters. ESCC had been requested to contribute 50% of the cost of repairing the finger post at the A259/Upper Street junction; if this contribution were received, the cleaning and oiling of a memorial seat on The Green, and acid bath treatment of a painted memorial seat on Church Green could both be paid for out of the 2010/11 budget. 

It was resolved:


C.243.3 That the report from Cllr Page be noted. 

C.243.4 Recreation Ground

The Chair of the Committee reported that the Pavilion works were nearing completion: the new carpets had been laid on new ply-board underlay; Mr Markwick had completed the repairs to the changing room; and Mr Bovill was currently doing the decorating specified in his quotation of 5th April 2011 (circulated to Councillors), at a total cost of £935 inclusive. The cutting back of the chestnut trees along the track at the edge of the Recreation Ground had been completed to a high standard, and 50% of the cost of £450 would be recouped from Mr J Davies-Gilbert. A wooden bollard had been uprooted from the roadside edge of the recreation ground, and Mr Franklin had been instructed to replace it as an emergency measure. 

It was resolved:


C.243.4 That the report from the Chair of the Committee be noted. 

C.244 COMMUNITY BUS SERVICE 41
The Chair reported that the application made to the Department of Transport to change the details of the Local Service Registration had been approved. The Council now had a financial stake in the provision of Service 41, and would receive regular updates on the performance of the service and comprehensively review it in six months’ time. The total annual cost to the Council had been projected not to exceed £890 per year. The June Parish Magazine would carry full details of the changes and improvements to the service being implemented from 21st June onwards. 


It was resolved:
C.244.1 To confirm the arrangements for launching the revised service 41 on 21st June 2011.  
C.245 COUNCILLOR TRAINING

The Chair stated that the Council would pay course fees (£60 per head) and travel expenses for any Councillors wishing to attend Sussex Association of Local Councils training courses. Members were requested to notify their preferences to the Clerk who would make the bookings and circulate details for car sharing.


It was resolved:


C.245.1 To approve the booking of SALC Councillor training courses as discussed. 

C. 246 Chair of the Council correspondence and General Matters – None. 
C.247 Report of the County Councillor – None.
C.248 Clerks Correspondence/Visitors received.

The Clerk reported as follows:

· The National Trust - offered to send a representative to give a presentation to the new Council about their role in the parish.
· Mrs E Charlwood - complaint about extensive fly-posting of events at Michelham Priory.

· Davis Cable TV – complaint about damage to equipment caused during grass cutting.

· Southern Water – notification of works to upgrade East Dean Wastewater Treatment Works (to be completed by early 2012)

· Mr Lewis Edwards – parking of camper vans overnight in Village Hall Car Park (details circulated to Wealden District Council Car Parks Manager). 

· Big Lottery Fund – an extension of time had been granted for submission of the Council’s end of grant report (from 21st April to 21st May 2011).

· Council Website – the web designer would visit on 11th May 2011. The site should be live before 21st May, though construction work would still be in progress behind the Home Page.
C.249 Council Insurance

The existing policy with AON was due for renewal for the year from 01 June 2011 to 31 May 2012, at a total cost of £2,669.96. In discussion, this was felt to be expensive. The Clerk was requested to obtain competitive quotes early in 2012 so that a full review could be undertaken before the next renewal date on 01 June 2012. It was also noted that the policy required that an independent technical examination be made annually of all the play equipment, and any consequent works be carried out within 60 days of the date of the inspection. The Clerk should check that the annual inspection which was normally carried out in June by the Royal Society for the Prevention of Accidents   had been booked for June 2011. Cllr Bryant proposed and Cllr Windsor seconded a motion that the current insurance policy with Aon be renewed for the year 01 June 2011 to 31 May 2012 at a total cost of £2,699.96; and that comparative quotes be obtained for consideration before the next renewal date of 01 June 2012. 

C.249.1 The motion was put to the meeting and declared carried unanimously.

C.250 Payments and Receipts

The Council considered the schedule of payments and receipts for the month of April 2011 and approved the payments listed totalling £9,308.29. The Monthly Budgets for April 2011 had not yet been circulated. The Clerk was concerned that the pattern of payments involved releasing cheques well after the end of the month in which they appeared in the accounts. Thus the March 2011 payments, having been released in mid-April would not appear on a bank statement before May. In fact, the May 2011 statement had not yet been received. The Clerk also reported that Barclays Bank had not accepted information previously passed to them about the change of Council signatories, and would require a completely new mandate. In the meantime, cheques would need to be signed by the previous signatories on behalf of the new Council.  

It was resolved:

C.250.1 That the payments as detailed be approved, and the Clerk be authorised to release the cheques for payment. 

C.251 Councillors Monthly Surgery

Cllr Tyndall had prepared a written report on the Surgery held on 28th April 2011, attended by 18 people (including 5 from outside the parish). Two enquiries had been passed on from a Street Meeting convened by PC Ryan Allitt; 
· Request for a mirror to assist pedestrians crossing the A259 on Footpath 28, between Friston Hill and Warren Lane. In discussion it was agreed that the F&GP Committee should seek permission from East Sussex Highways to erect a mirror on the southern verge, and obtain a quote. 

· Request for correction of the white road lines at the top of Hillside continuing into Warren Lane. Cllr Tyndall advised that this work would be done by the Roads Company. 

· Muddy patch in Lower Street, East Dean, next to The Cottage – East Sussex Highways had inspected the site and advised that this was not an ESCC crossing. Even so, in discussion it was agreed that ESCC did own the verge, and should be requested to reinstate the grass. 
It was resolved:

C.251.1 That the Report from Cllr Tyndall be noted, and that action be taken as discussed. 

C.252 Progress Report.

The Clerk reported on the following:
· The Council website was in preparation (see also Item C.244 above)

· The Annual Audit was in preparation, and Mr Tim Hervey was kindly assisting the Clerk with the preparations for the Internal Audit.  The Internal Auditor would visit on 1st June 2011. The Annual Accounts and Governance Statement should be signed off by the Council no later than 30th June, and should reach Mazars, the External Auditors, no later than 4th July 2011. 

· Representations on the LDF Core Strategy requesting removal of the allocation of ten new houses to the parish in the period to 2026 had been submitted to the District Council and accepted by them as valid for consideration. 

· Letters had been sent to Mrs Higgins of Crowlink Place refusing her request to lay a paved path across Council land between her side gate and the gate of Friston Church; and requesting her to remove the house sign which had been erected on Council land. 

The Chair reported that the house sign was still there, and preparations were clearly in hand for laying the paving. The Clerk was instructed to write again, giving notice that if these items were not removed by Mrs Higgins as required by the Council, the Council would reserve the right to have them removed and to recover the cost of removal from Mrs Higgins. 


It was resolved:


C.252.1 That the report from the Clerk be noted and that action be taken as discussed. 
C.253 Highways Liaison Officer’s Report.

Mr Fyfield reported on the following:
· Twitten between Upper Street and Friston Church  (part Foot Path 25 and part Highway footway) – as previously advised by the South Downs National Park Authority, responsibility for the maintenance of footpaths such as this had now passed to the East Sussex Highways Authority. The Twitten needed maintenance such as verge cutting, and the Highways Authority had agreed to do it all. 
· Potholes in Gilberts Drive – filled on 20th April 2011.

· Surface water between the A259 and East Dean Pond – the drains had been jetted through on 18th April but the blockage had recurred and surface water overflowing was still a problem. It would therefore be necessary for the Highways Authority to dig up the pavement. 

It was resolved:

C.253.1 That the Report from the Highways Liaison Officer be noted. 

C.254 Items for next meeting


Rollover of funds from the financial year 2010-2011.

Next meeting – Parish Council Meeting, Thursday 2nd June 2011 at 7.30 pm in the Small Hall of the Village Hall.
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9.00 pm

Signed…………………………………………………………………Chairman

Date…………………………………………………………………….
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