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Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Thursday 1st September 2011 in The Small Hall, The Village Hall, Village Green Lane, East Dean, commencing at 7.30 pm.
Councillors present: R Page (in the Chair), T Bryant, R Coomber, P Hill, J Hine, S Hunt, J Sargent, C Tyndall, D Windsor.

In attendance:  District Councillor C Peck; County Councillor S Shing; Mr J Fyfield (Highways Liaison Officer); the Clerk, Mrs K Larkin; Mr Richard James, Ranger, of the South Downs National Park Authority (see Item C.306.C below); and Mr Peter Hobbs, Chair of Team 2012 (see Item C.307 below).
There were five members of the public present.
Public questions:
Mr Lewis Edwards – spillages of liquid waste at the Village Green.  There was a problem with weekly waste collections from The Tiger Inn, whereby liquid would drip onto the ground as the bags were emptied into the hopper of the dustcart, on the main pedestrian access to the Green. The liquid would be rancid and had a powerful and unpleasant odour. A Waste Management Officer from Wealden District Council had made a site visit on a week when the problem was minimal, and had cast doubt on the source of the liquid. He had also been assured that staff from The Tiger Inn would routinely clear up, if necessary. No further action was therefore proposed by WDC. However, the problem was continuing, and was clearly only occurring at The Tiger collection point.  Would the Parish Council help residents to have the problem stopped at source?
Mrs Mary Brunt – commercial use of the Village Green.  In relation to Item 8 on the Agenda, would the Parish Council consider the drawing up of a management plan for the future use of the Village Green?
Prior to the commencement of the meeting prayers were said.

C.301
Acceptance of apologies for absence: – None.
C.302
Declarations of Interest: – None.

C.303
Minutes of the previous meeting: The Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 7th July 2011 were confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chair. 
C.304
Urgent items, for consideration but not decision:  - None.

C.305 REPORT OF THE DISTRICT COUNCILLOR.

Councillor C Peck reported as follows:
· Waste from The Tiger Inn – the Parish Council should proceed by contacting the innkeeper. Cllr Peck should be informed if further action was required on the part of the Wealden District Council.

· Commercial use of Village Green – Mr Davies-Gilbert’s had shown himself willing to enter into dialogue, and this opportunity should be taken up. The civic nature of the Village Green, with its War Memorial, should be taken into account alongside the social, environmental and commercial issues already under discussion.
It was resolved:

C.305.1 That the report from Cllr Peck be noted. 

C.306 REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES

A. Planning: the Minutes of the Planning Committee meetings held on 13th July 2011 and 3rd August 2011; and the draft Minutes of the meeting held on 24th August 2011 had all been circulated. The Chair of the Committee reported that there were no issues to be brought to the Council. 

It was resolved:


C.306.1 That the report from the Chair of the Committee be noted. 

B. Finance & General Purposes. The Chair of the Committee reported as follows:
· Works to pavement at Downlands Way precinct - a quotation had been obtained from the Hailsham Roadway Construction Co. Ltd in the sum of £1833 plus VAT, and had been circulated. Comparative quotes were being obtained from two other local contractors. 
· Mowing contract – a copy of the mowing contract was required to enable revision and renewal to be considered for 2012-2013. Advice was being sought from East Sussex County Council as to the extent of the mowing and strimming they expected to undertake in 2012-2013; this would affect the parish budget.
· Proposed mirror to assist pedestrians crossing the A259 Friston Hill from Footpath 28 to Footpath 25 –Cllr Hine had met representatives from East Sussex County Council Highways Department on 14th July. ESCC had confirmed that they would not permit a mirror on the verge, but had offered to cut back adjacent greenery to improve visibility. A gate at the exit of the path onto the main road would also be considered. 
It was resolved:
C.306.2 That the report from the Chair of the Committee be noted. 
C. Rights of Way: a Report by the Chair of the Committee had been circulated, followed by the draft Minutes of the meeting held on 24th August 2011. The Chair reported that Cllr Peck had supplied contact details of officers at East Sussex County Council dealing with Rights of Way, including the maintenance of stiles; strimming of paths; and maintenance of sign posts. Clarity was required as to the future division of responsibility between the County and the Parish. 

The Chair then welcomed Mr Richard James, a Ranger from the South Downs National Park Authority, to speak about Friston Pond. Mr James outlined his background and responsibilities with the SDNPA and focussed on three main areas in which the Authority was able and willing to help the Parish manage the Pond:
·  Management plan - the Pond had been surveyed and a plan drawn up to tackle the current problems by bringing the vegetation back into a natural balance, using a three-year programme of clearance work. In the longer term, the management plan would enhance the public’s enjoyment of the Pond by improving its accessibility and providing on-site information. 

· Support – in the short term the SDNPA had its own resources which it was prepared to use by organising a large working party of trained volunteers to start the specialist clearance work required to get the management plan under way. 
· Future funding – in the longer term the SDNPA would assist the Council in applying for a grant from the Sustainable Communities Fund, to enhance public access to the Pond and facilitate its educational use. 

The Chair explained that the idea of inviting members of the public to assist with clearance work on 8th September had been premature: specialist work would be required first. An Extraordinary Meeting of the Rights of Way Committee would be called as soon as possible to consider the way forward. The Council was most appreciative of the offer of help from the SDNPA, which would be invaluable. 

In discussion on other matters, the following points were raised:

· Memorial seats – the Chair would contact Mr Franklin, as agreed. 

· Litter bins – it appeared that no special contracts were required for the emptying of the great majority of bins in the Parish, as they were all in public places. The District Council had not supplied a collection list, but there were no on-going problems with collections. The two exceptions had been the wheelie bins on the Recreation Ground, but contracts had now been signed for paid collections from those bins. 

It was resolved:


C.306.3 That the report from the Chair of Committee be noted. 

D. Recreation Ground. The Chair of Committee reported that no meeting had been held in the summer but that remedial works to the play equipment were being put in hand following receipt of the annual inspection report from the Royal Society for the Prevention of Accidents (RoSPA). The Committee would meet on 22nd September to consider the budget for 2012-2013. The Chair of Council added that an application would be made to have the Recreation Ground accepted as a Queen Elizabeth II Playing Field.

It was resolved:


C.306.4 That the report from the Chair of Committee be noted.
C.307 HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN’S DIAMOND JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS 2012
Mr Peter Hobbs, Chair of Team 2012, was invited to address the Council on the programme of events being planned for the Diamond Jubilee weekend, officially programmed to run from Saturday 2nd June to Tuesday 5th June 2012. A public meeting had been held to gather suggestions for local celebrations, and the following were proposed:
· Saturday 2nd June – Music Festival on the Village Green, possibly organised by The Tiger Inn.

· Sunday 3rd June - Church Services; Big Jubilee Lunch on the Greensward; Blues Band; children’s events. The cost of hiring the band would be £750, of which £500 would be covered by existing sponsorship. 
· Monday 4th June – East Dean Players to enact the life of HM The Queen in the Village Hall (two performances). 

· Tuesday 5th June – possible cricket match; stool ball match; final drinks party at Birling Manor. 

There would be other events, including the lighting of beacons across the country; and local spin-off events including an East Dean School reunion on 27th May 2012. Team 2012 requested £1000 from the Parish Council to cover incidental costs including temporary insurance if required; printing; production of mementos; and possible acquisition of a permanent memento for the village. The Council had already agreed in principle to provide the £1000 (Minute C.264, June 2011). If the events proved to be self-financing then the £1000 should be returned to the Parish Council and any surplus given to the Village Hall Trust. Cllr Tyndall proposed and Cllr Windsor seconded the motion that £1000 should be made available to Team 2012 on the terms and conditions discussed. 

C.307.1 The motion was put to the meeting and declared carried unanimously. 

C.308 VILLAGE GREENS- POWERS & DUTIES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL

The Council had before them Report 02/2011 providing background information for consideration of a complaint by Mr and Mrs Lloyd Brunt regarding commercial use of the Village Green. In regard to the placing of picnic benches on The Green in the summer season, members agreed that the civic character of The Green should be protected. Consequently, the number of benches placed on The Green in summer (including the three outside The Hikers’ Rest) should not increase, and they should not be placed near the War Memorial. A meeting should be set up between Councillors and the Gilbert Estate to discuss this. Cllr Tyndall proposed and Cllr Windsor seconded a motion that the Gilbert Estate be requested to agree to this limitation. 

C.308.1 The motion was put to the meeting and declared carried unanimously. 

Different considerations applied to the holding of occasional music events. Most residents appeared to have enjoyed the recent music event as an enhancement of the recreational use of The Green. However, Councillors would have liked the event organisers to notify the Parish Council when applying for the Temporary Event Licence. It was agreed that the Chair should contact the publican of The Tiger Inn to request that he communicate with the Council about future events, and publicise them in The Village Diary. 

It was resolved:


C.308.2 That the Chair should take action as discussed. 

C.309 TREES OVERHANGING PRIVATE PROPERTIES

Correspondence had been received from Mrs Currie of No.8 Gore Farm Close drawing attention to the problem of trees overhanging her property, and requesting assistance. The Clerk explained that householders were always entitled to prune trees overhanging their properties, but would normally do so at their own expense. The trees overhanging 8 Gore Farm Close were not in fact on land owned by the Parish Council. Moreover, the Parish Council could only spend money where it had been given a power to do so. A limited amount of discretionary expenditure was possible under s.137 of the Local Government Act 1972, but it must bring direct benefit to a reasonable number of the inhabitants of the area, and would not therefore be applicable in this case. In discussion it was noted that the verge on which the trees stood would have been in the ownership of the developers of the Downlands Estate. The trees were apparently subject to a  Preservation Order (TP2(1972)), as advised by Mrs Worsfold, and the Wealden District Council must therefore approve any works done to them. Those works would, however, be a private matter, and no further action should be taken by the Parish Council. 

C.310 SPEED LIMITS ON A259

The Chair reported that a meeting had been held on 26 August between Kelly Burr, Senior Traffic Officer (East Sussex Highways) and representatives of the Parish Council to discuss the proposed extension of the 40 mph speed limit on the A259 westwards to the Jevington Road junction. Details of the proposals had been circulated. The next step would be for ESCC to begin formal consultations with a number of statutory bodies including the emergency services. Provided there were no objections the scheme would be implemented. 

With regard to the possible lowering of the speed limit on the A259 to 30 mph at some future date, two possibilities were now on offer. Willingdon and Jevington Parish Council would be prepared to work with East Dean & Friston on commissioning a survey, and did have funds available. However, Cllr Mrs Jo Carr of Jevington, who was also a member of the SDNPA, had advised that the Authority was aware that East Sussex Highways lagged behind West Sussex and Hampshire in terms of radical thinking on traffic control, and was going to organise a meeting between the three counties to share ideas; Messrs Hamilton-Baillie (the firm that produced the traffic report for Buriton Parish Council) would be involved. This would be a long-term strategy. The Parish Council should decide whether to await the outcome of the inter-county discussions or to proceed in tandem with W&JPC, independently. 

It was resolved:


C.310.1 To await the outcome of the South Downs National Park Authority’s initiative. 
C.311 VILLAGE WEBSITE

A proposal had been received from the web managers to amend Business section operations and charges, with effect from 1st January 2012. 

The Chair suspended Standing Orders to enable Mr Tony Rix to speak about the proposals. 
Mr Rix advised that the Parish Council was the owner of the website, and was therefore asked to approve the proposed changes. Business entries should in future be charged at £5 per year, but existing advertisers who did not wish to pay should continue to be listed by name and address only, withholding phone, email or website information. This proposal was intended to prevent a mass exodus of advertisers. The village website would no longer offer to provide custom webpages for prospective advertisers.
The Chair thanked Mr Rix and reimposed Standing Orders. 

 In discussion it was agreed that the village website had proved very successful, and the proposal to charge for business advertising should be supported. However, advertisers who would not pay should have all their details removed; with a name and address, all other contact information could be very easily found. 

It was resolved:

C.311.1 That the proposals from the web managers be approved, subject to the requirement that all advertisers must pay the annual charge of £5 from 1st January 2012 onwards. 
C.312 COMMUNITY BUS SERVICE 41

Operating statistics to the end of August 2011 had been circulated. The Council was now supporting the service financially by paying any deficits on a monthly basis. For the period from 21 June to 31 July 2011 the cost had been £165.77; for the month of August 2011 it would be £103.44. Plans were being formulated to boost the service over the Christmas period. The trial would be reviewed in January 2012. 

It was resolved:


C.312.1 That these statistics be noted.

C.313 CHAIR OF THE COUNCIL – CORRESPONDENCE & GENERAL MATTERS
The Chair reported as follows:
· Eastbourne Air Show Traffic – letter from Mrs E Worsfold. During the Air Show, traffic from Exceat Bridge had backed up right through the village to Halfway Cottages and on the last day had been at a standstill for more than two hours.  This could seriously impede access for emergency vehicles and was a serious inconvenience to residents. The Parish Council was requested to write to the Police Authority asking for temporary traffic lights to be placed at Exceat Bridge during future Shows. A previous request had been turned down by the County Council, on the ground that a three-way traffic light would be needed to enable access to and from the car park of the Golden Galleon, which might contribute to delays. However, traffic volumes had since increased. Cllr Shing considered that the time was right for making a fresh approach. The Air Show was now attracting half a million people. He would recommend that the County Council, the Police Authority and the Ambulance service should all be consulted. It might be best to have a person directing traffic at the Bridge, because of the flexibility this would allow. He would be willing to arrange such a meeting. As the parish had agreed to join the County Council’s Strengthening Local Relationships (SLR) scheme, this would also provide a suitable forum for discussions, and Cllr Shing would be supportive of this and attend local SLR meetings. It was agreed that Cllr Shing should take action as discussed. 
· Wealden District Council bin collections – from the 3rd October 2011, beverage cartons would be accepted for recycling. Households would be notified.
· Village Hall Trust –  Mr R Pringle had written in response to the item in the Minutes (C.284, 7th July 2011) on the Trust’s Annual General Meeting (30th June 2011), stating that the Parish Council had misunderstood its role vis a vis the Village Hall. A briefing paper would be brought to the October Council meeting. 

It was resolved:

C.313.1 That the report from the Chair of Council be noted, and action taken as discussed. 

C.314 REPORT OF THE COUNTY COUNCILLOR

Cllr Shing reported that the County Council had just resumed its meetings after the summer break. Topics high on the agenda included further budget reductions; the likely impact of the Localism Bill on the County; and whether the Bill would actually work as it should. 

It was resolved:


C.314.1 That the Report from County Councillor Shing be noted. 

C.315 CLERK’S CORRESPONDENCE/VISITORS RECEIVED

The Clerk reported on the following correspondence:
· SDNPA invitation to autumn workshops on the future of the Park. The Chair would attend on 11 October and 4 November 2011.

· Strengthening Local Relationships – Cllr Bryant and Cllr Hill would represent the parish, with the Highways Liaison Officer in attendance. The Clerk should request an early meeting, ideally in September 2011.

· Mr Lewis Edwards - problems with waste collection from The Tiger Inn (see also Public Questions above). The Clerk should write to Stuart Crook at the Inn.

· Mr Phil Lloyd – opposition to reduction of speed limit on the A259 to 30 mph.

· Southern Water – changes to ownership of private sewers (Cricket Ground)

· Wealden Electoral Services Officer – review of Polling Stations
· Age UK – request for relevant parish information e.g. Over 50s Fitness Club (Frances Mace).
It was resolved:

C.315.1 That the Clerk’s report be noted. 

C.316 PAYMENTS AND RECEIPTS

The Council considered the schedule of payments made during August 2011; payments to be made in September 2011; and receipts in July and August 2011. The following payments were approved:
WDC – Dog bin emptying (Apr-Jun) (103494)

£66.96

Playsafety Ltd – inspection report (103495)

£93.60

P Markwick Ltd – immersion heater (103496)

£174.00

Post Office for EDF Energy – pavilion (103497)

£60.00

D Windsor – pavilion cleaning/repair (103498)

£64.28

Cuckmere Community Bus – support (103499)

£165.77

Mrs K Larkin – August salary (103500)


£742.31
R Franklin – bus shelters/cleaning materials (103501)
£60.19

SE Water – pavilion supply Feb-Aug 2011 (103502)
£74.46

WDC – Parish conference fees (103503)


£100.00

R Franklin – bus shelters/fingerpost/Pond (103504)
£300.00

Cuckmere Community Bus – support (103505)

£103.44

R Page – Cllr expenses (103506)



£48.82

Mrs K Larkin – September Salary (103507, post-dated))
£742.31

Members were advised that they were entitled to reclaim the cost of mileage undertaken, or other reasonable expenses incurred, on Council business. The current mileage rate was 45p per mile, regardless of engine size. 

It was resolved: 

C.316.1 That the payments as detailed be approved, and the Clerk be authorised to release the cheques. 

C.317 COUNCIL’S MONTHLY SURGERY

The Clerk reported that the Monthly Surgery had been held at the Coffee Morning on 25th August 2011, attended by the Chair and Clerk. Mr Colin Preece would like the Council to be ready to oppose any suggestion of a local music festival being held, similar to the ‘PevFest’ held in Pevensey. He would put his case in writing for inclusion on a future agenda. The Chair reported that at the next Coffee morning a presentation would be made to Mrs Janet Johnson, who was retiring as Hall Caretaker after 32 years’ service. He proposed that the Council should contribute a gift of £50 to be presented in the form of vouchers. 

It was resolved:


C.317.1 That the report of the August Surgery be noted and payment authorised as discussed. 

C.318 PROGRESS REPORT

The Clerk reported as follows:

· Overnight parking in the Village Hall car park: had been raised with the Wealden District Council’s Corporate Assets Team. A comprehensive review and upgrade of facilities of all the car parks was to be undertaken in the winter of 2011-2012, and East Dean’s request would go on the list. The Team had confirmed that the East Dean car park should only be for 23 hours use, maximum. 
· Fire extinguishers: three extinguishers at the Pavilion had apparently not been inspected since 2005 and required inspection and possible replacement. Quotes were being obtained. 

· Parish Council website: comments on the draft had been generally favourable but some suggested amendments had been made to the designers. There were some outstanding matters (e.g. photos) which needed to be settled. This would now be given priority.

· Items held over to the October Council meeting: revision of Standing Orders; revision of risk assessments; briefing on the Village Hall Trusts. 

Other administrative work was up to date except for matters arising from the most recent committee meetings. In discussion the Chair advised that following the launch of the Parish Council’s own website, its use of the village website should be restricted to a link. Mr Rix should be formally notified of the change prior to the launch of the new site. 

It was resolved:


C.318.1 That the Clerk’s progress report be noted and action taken as discussed. 

C.319 HIGHWAYS LIAISON OFFICER’S REPORT

Mr Fyfield reported as follows:

· The blocked surface water drain on the A259 between the Micheldene Road junction and the bus shelter was continuing to give problems despite two attempts by the Highways Authority to flush it through. A camera had been put down but did not reveal the cause of the blockage. It would be necessary to dig in the pavement, but because of the adjacent bus layby the work would have to be scheduled with the agreement of the bus company. 

· Debris in the Upper Street bellmouth: an accumulation of storm debris was causing problems, and the Wealden District Council (acting as the agents of the Highways Authority) had been asked to sweep it, but had not yet done so, because of financial cutbacks. 

In discussion Cllr Hill advised that there was also a blocked drain at Crowlink Lane to Friston Pond outside the church (there were two drains and the blockage was in the drain furthest from theA259). Cllr Tyndall stated that she had persuaded the Highways Authority’s verge cutting team to cut the verge outside Friston Church, which previously had been routinely overlooked. The Highways Liaison Officer explained that Mr. Pocock’s grass cutting contract included the area around the Pond and outside the churchyard, and he had kindly extended his cutting around the corner partway to the bus shelter. This, however, had confused the Highways Authority which was supposed to maintain the whole verge along the main road. 


It was resolved:


C.319.1 That the report from the Highways Liaison Officer be noted. 

C.319.2 ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING

Cllr Coomber requested that a survey of land ownership be undertaken, and the extent of the village greens be reviewed. 
Next meeting: Thursday 6th October 2011 at 7.30 pm in the Small Hall of the village Hall, East Dean. 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9.17 pm

Signed…………………………………………………………..Chair

Date………………………………………………………………
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