Parish Council Minutes – 2nd June 2011                                                                                    Page 6 of 6
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

[image: image1.png]East Dean & Frlston

Parish Counci




Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Thursday 2nd June 2011 in The Small Hall, The Village Hall, Village Green Lane, East Dean, commencing at 7.30 pm.
Councillors present: R Page (Chair), T Bryant, R Coomber, P Hill, J Hine, S Hunt, J Sargent, C Tyndall, D Windsor.

In attendance:  DCllr C Peck (Items C255 – C.259); CCllr S Shing (Item  C.274); Mr J Fyfield (Highways Liaison Officer); and Mrs K Larkin (Clerk).
There was one member of the public present.
Public questions: - None. 
Prior to the commencement of the meeting prayers were said.

C.255
Acceptance of apologies for absence – Cllr P Hill.
C.256
Declarations of Interest – None.

C.257
Approval of the Minutes:
· The Minutes of the Annual Council Meeting held on 10th May 2011 were approved as a true record and agreed by the Council.
· The Minutes of the Ordinary meeting of Council held on 10th May 2011 were approved as a true record and agreed by the Council. 
C.258
Urgent items, for consideration but not decision: None. 
C.259
Report of the District Councillor.  Councillor C Peck reported as follows:
· NP/2011/0004/F – 1 Churchfield, East Dean BN20 0DQ; application for proposed two storey extension at rear. District planning officers had reviewed this application with conservation officers in the light of the Parish Council’s recommendation that the roofline be altered as a condition of planning permission being granted. They had decided against it. Cllr Peck had not pursued it further but would be glad to have an indication of the relative importance attached by the Parish Council to any future requests.
· The Horsefield  - the South Downs National Park Authority was aware of the unauthorised  works recently carried out here in relation to planning permission WD/2009/1472,The Dipperays. The Authority was concerned at the possible detrimental effect on agricultural land listed in the Doomsday Book, and was urging the Wealden District Council to take action. 
· Speed limits on the A259 – this perennial problem could be tackled if the Parish Council were to take charge of it following the example of Buriton (in West Sussex) and employ a traffic consultant to help marshall the arguments in favour of a 30 mph limit.

It was resolved:
C.259.1 That the report from DCllr Peck be noted. 

C.260 
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES

A. Planning:  Cllr Tyndall reported that the Planning Committee had met on 1st June 2011. In particular, the Committee had discussed enforcement action at The Horsefield in connection with development at The Dipperays (WD/2009/1472). Cllr Bryant was in contact with the District Planning Authority, and the Clerk was to write to the South Downs National Park Authority, urging that enforcement action be taken. 


It was resolved:


C.260.1 That the report from the Chair of the Committee be noted. 

B. Finance & General Purposes: Cllr Bryant reported that he had received the papers from the previous Chair but that no meeting was currently required. He had inspected the faulty paving in Downlands Way as requested in resolution C.243.2 and would organise the repair. In discussion Hailsham Roadways was suggested as a suitable contractor. The request for a mirror to assist pedestrians crossing the A259 Friston Hill from Footpath 28 to Footpath 25 (Resolution C.251.1) would also be put in hand. 

It was resolved:


C.260.2 That the report from the Chair of the Committee be noted. 

C. Rights of Way: None.

D. Recreation Ground: Cllr Windsor reported that the Committee would meet on Wednesday 8th June 2011 at 7.00 pm in the Pavilion. 

C.261
PLANNING FOR TRAVELLER SITES
The Planning Committee at their meeting on 1st June 2011 had given preliminary consideration to a consultation document from the Department for Communities and Local Government regarding Planning for Traveller Sites. An extract from the draft Minutes of the Committee, Item P.149, had been tabled for consideration and was read aloud. In discussion the preliminary views taken by the Committee were endorsed, and their recommendations were approved. 

It was resolved:

C.261.1 That the general principle of aligning planning policy on traveller sites more closely with that on other forms of housing should be resisted. 

C.261.2 That this response be forwarded to the Wealden District Association of Local Councils, and to DCllr Peck. 

C.262 SPEED LIMIT ON THE A259 IN EAST DEAN
The Chair drew attention to Cllr Peck’s report on speed limits on the A259, and reported that following another recent crash on Friston Hill, parishioners had re-iterated their concern that a 30 mph speed limit should be introduced. The Highways Liaison Officer reminded members that the Highways Authority had no objection to extending the 40 mph speed limit on the A259 to an appropriate point west of Friston Pond, and would also support a 30 mph speed limit on Gilberts Drive (C37), although due to financial cutbacks it had not been possible to implement these changes in the financial year 2010-2011; however, it did not regard a 30 mph speed limit as appropriate on the A259 in East Dean, as the village did not meet the policy criterion (PS4/2) that there must be 20 or more properties served by private accesses which adjoin the main road over a length of not less than 600 metres, and clearly visible to drivers. Members did not want to jeopardise the improvements already offered but not yet delivered; on the other hand they did not want to wait for them indefinitely. In discussion there was support for Cllr Peck’s recommendation that the Council should follow the example of Buriton and obtain professional help in arguing scientifically for a 30 mph limit on the A259. It should also liaise with the Sussex Police, as enforcement issues would arise. 

It was resolved:


C.262.1 That the Council should research the example of Buriton (West Sussex). 

C.263 EMERGENCY PLAN  

A draft of the amended Emergency Plan (Version 4, June 2011) had been circulated. The Emergency Co-ordinator and Deputy Co-ordinator were now replaced by the Chair and Vice Chair of the Parish Council, ex officio,  in the absence of any other volunteers, as agreed at the Annual Meeting of Council (May 2011, Resolution C.234.1). Further amendments were required:
· The VHF radio (Para.12) was no longer held at 2 Michel Dene Road. There was no signal in the parish. The Chair would notify the Emergency Officer at Wealden District Council.
· Location of Parish Incident Control (Paras. 20 and 34)): final option to be 30 Deneside, Mrs Frances Mace. 
· Emergency accommodation (new para.34) to be offered to stranded people as a new initiative. Offers of help to be requested in the Parish Magazine and on the website. Bed & Breakfast accommodation could also be listed. 

The only telephone numbers to be made public should be those of the Councillors and Clerk. Private numbers listed in Annexe A and Annexe B should remain confidential to the Council and its officers.  A final draft of the Plan would be brought to the July 2011 meeting of Council for approval. 

It was resolved:

C.263.1 That the Emergency Plan amended as discussed should be brought to the July 2011 meeting of Council for final approval. 

C.264 EVENTS IN 2012: HER MAJESTY’S DIAMOND JUBILEE AND THE OLYMPIC GAMES

The Chair reported that Mr Peter Hobbs was convening a ‘Team 2012’ group to organise local celebrations for Her Majesty’s Diamond Jubilee. National celebrations were planned to cover a four-day weekend (Friday 2nd –Monday  5th June 2012) with a ‘National Lunch’ taking place on the Sunday. East Dean & Friston would participate fully with a programme of events for each day. A financial contribution (perhaps £1000) would be requested from the Parish Council, which might also use its own insurance to cover the events, as with the Bonfire celebrations of previous years. The Clerk reported that Aon, the Council’s insurer, would require more information about the number of people expected to attend; the location of the event(s); and the number of third parties involved, before it would decide on the amount of any additional premium. It was noted in discussion that more than £1000 was in fact held in the Council’s Bonfire Fund and could be released for another purpose to the benefit of the village. The Village Hall Trust would organise a big screen event to cover the opening of the 2012 London Olympics. The Olympic Torch would be brought from Brighton to Hastings. Runners were being recruited to take it 300m each. Cllr Bryant would enquire about it being brought along the A259 through Seaford and hence through East Dean. 

It was resolved:


C.264.1 To offer support in principle for these events and to request further particulars. 

C.265 COMMUNITY BUS SERVICE 41

Statistics covering passenger usage in the month of May 2011 had been circulated. Numbers were falling just short of the targets, but the best months of the year were yet to come. Mr Rix had requested permission to put up posters across the parish advertising the extended service being offered from 21 June 2011 onwards. This was agreed. The revised timetable had been fully publicised in the Parish Magazine. It would not therefore be necessary to do a large run of separate leaflets. 


It was resolved:


C.265.1 That the report on Bus Service 41 for the month of May 2011 be noted. 

C.266 EAST DEAN & FRISTON VILLAGE PLAN

It was noted that the current Village Action Plan needed to be updated as it was based on the earlier version of the Village Plan which was superceded by a new Village Plan agreed by Council in February 2011. A Working Group should be set up comprising several Councillors and ideally a representative of the East Dean & Friston Residents’ Association, to undertake the revision. The Association should be requested to appoint a suitable representative at their forthcoming AGM. Cllr Tyndall proposed and Cllr Hine seconded a motion that a Working Group should be set up comprising Cllr Page, Cllr Tyndall, Cllr Hine, and a representative of the Residents’ Association. 

C.266.1 The motion was put to the meeting and declared carried unanimously. 

C.267 REQUESTS FROM THE RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION

The Council considered the following requests made on behalf of the Residents’ Association at the meeting of Council on 10th May 2011:

· Council to take full responsibility for future maintenance of the Greensward.

· Council to take financial responsibility for the maintenance of the roads on the Downland Estate.

· Council to consider passing By Laws to reinforce restrictive covenants on The Downland Estate.
There was no provision in the Budget for the Council to take on extra financial responsibilities in 2011-2012. In discussion, however, it was accepted that there was a need for the Council, the Residents’ Association and indeed the Downland Estate Roads Company to meet jointly to review their various areas of responsibility, with a view to considering changes in the longer term. It was thought that the Secretary of the Roads Company currently had delegated authority from the Leighton Group to enforce the covenants on the Downland Estate. However, Councillors did not have complete information as to the current ownership of the Greensward; it was thought that the first foot of the perimeter of the Greensward might belong to the nearest adjacent resident, all the way around. This could be a complicating factor if there were a proposal to have the Greensward taken over by the Parish Council as a village green. Residents would also need to understand that a village green could not be reserved for use by a particular section of the community, but would be equally open to all. 

The Chair reported that the Council had already investigated the possibility of introducing By Laws but that a report prepared by the then Clerk, Mr Len Fisher, had shown that this would be expensive and that such By Laws could prove unenforceable. Recently, it had been announced that changes regarding By Laws might be made in the Localism Bill. The Council should await these developments before making any decisions on new By Laws.


It was resolved:

C.267.1 To seek a joint meeting of the Parish Council, the East Dean & Friston Residents’ Association and the Downland Estate Roads Company, to review their respective areas of responsibility on the Downland Estate. 
C.268 APPOINTMENT OF INTERNAL AUDITOR

The Council’s Internal Auditor, Mr Peter Frost of Peter J Consultants, had been used for the past four years. Under the Governance and Accountability Local Councils Practitioners’ Guide, a change of auditor should be made every three to five years.  Mr John Roberts, another SALC-approved auditor, would be willing to serve in 2011-2012. 

It was resolved:

C.268.1 That Mr John Roberts should be invited to serve as the Council’s Internal Auditor for the financial year 01.04.2011 to 31.03.2012. 

C.269 CHAIR OF COUNCIL CORRESPONDENCE & GENERAL MATTERS

The Chair reported as follows:

· the AGM of the East Dean & Friston Residents’ Association would be held on 28th July in the Village Hall. All would be welcome. 
· Complaints had been received from the shopkeepers in Downlands Way that motorists were parking outside for long periods whilst not using the shops. 

In discussion it was agreed that the Clerk should produce a leaflet on Council headed paper requesting motorists not to do this; copies should be given to the shopkeepers to allocate as they saw fit. 


It was resolved:


C.269.1 That the report of the Chair be noted and that leaflets be produced by the Clerk as discussed. 

C.270 CLERK’S CORRESPONDENCE

The Clerk reported as follows:

· Mrs Higgins had rung to protest at the Council’s refusal to permit the laying of a paved path over Council land between her side gate and the gate of Friston Church. She was consulting her solicitor. 

· Mr T Boyle had complained about the number of roadside boulders, logs etc. appearing on the Downland Estate. This was not a Council responsibility; however, it was agreed in discussion that Cllr Tyndall would write an article for the Parish Magazine requesting residents to reconsider the need for these obstacles.

· Mr Anthony Light of Inline Media had visited to discuss the design of the Council’s new website. The home page was now live (www.eastdeanparishcouncil.org.uk) and the site was being built behind it. 
· Mr Tim Hervey had very kindly completed the final accounts for the year ended 31.03.2011. The visit of the Internal Auditor was booked for 8th June 2011. Mr Hervey would be willing to attend the meeting of Council at which the Annual Return would be approved for submission to the External Auditor. The deadline was 4 July 2011.
In discussion it was agreed that an Extraordinary Meeting of Council should be held on Wednesday 22nd June 2011 at approx. 8.00 pm (immediately after the Planning Committee meeting) to finalise the accounts for submission to the External Auditor. 

It was resolved:


C.270.1 That the Clerk’s report be noted.

C.270.2 That an Extraordinary Meeting of Council be held on 22nd June 2011 to finalise the Annual Return for the year ended 31 March 2011. 

C.271 PAYMENTS & RECEIPTS

The new bank mandate was not yet ready and cheques would need to be signed by the previous signatories on behalf of the new Council.  The Council considered the schedule of payments for the month of May 2011 and approved the payments totalling £2,323.30 as follows:
	Mr P Bovill
	Decorating - Cricket Pavilion
	      935.00 
	103479

	Wealden District Council
	Rent of Village Hall - year to 31/03/2012
	       323.12 
	103480

	Mr R Franklin
	Cleaning bus shelters - May 2011
	        50.00 
	103481

	SALC
	Councillor Intro Sessions x5
	      360.00 
	103482

	Mrs K Larkin
	Clerk's salary - May 2011
	        617.51 
	103483

	Mrs K Larkin
	Refund postage & paper supplies
	        37.67 
	103484

	
	
	
	



It was resolved:
C.271.1 That the payments as detailed be approved, and that the Clerk be authorised to release the cheques for payment. 

C.272 COUNCILLORS MONTHLY SURGERY

Cllr Tyndall reported that the monthly Surgery had been held on 26th May 2011, with PCSO Mick Morter and the new Police Sergeant Mark Ritchie present, as well as other regular attendees.  There were no new issues and this was becoming the norm.  Cllr Tyndall proposed not to attend regularly in future unless requested to do so.
In discussion the Chair suggested that Councillors should attend the occasional Street Meetings arranged locally by the Police, wherever possible. The Clerk would attend the monthly Surgeries. 


It was resolved:


C.272.1 That the report from Cllr Tyndall be noted. 


C.272.2
That the Chair and Councillors should attend Street Meetings as discussed. 

C.273 PROGRESS REPORT

The Clerk reported as follows:

· the End of Grant Report on IT Facilities for Publicity and Promotion of EDFPC had now been submitted to the Big Lottery Fund within the allotted period.

· the Wealden District Council’s electronic planning consultation system  was nearly ready to go live. Training would be given to Clerks. The equipment would be ready for collection on 9th June 2011. 
It was resolved:
C.273.1 That the report from the Clerk be noted. 

CCllr Shing joined the meeting.

C.274 REPORT OF THE COUNTY COUNCILLOR

Cllr Shing reported that following a re-allocation of duties, Cllr Chris Dowling was now Chairman of the Council and Cllr Matthew Lock was Vice Chairman. Cllr Shing himself had become a member of the Audit, Best Value and Community Services Scrutiny Committee; the Childrens’ Services Scrutiny Committee; the Commons and Village Green Registration Panel; and the Regulatory Committee. 

The Chair advised Cllr Shing that the Parish Council had resolved in principle to pursue the lowering of speed limits on the A259, and to take professional advice on how to combat the anomalies involved in applying County Council policy to East Dean (see also Item C.262 above). Cllr Shing reiterated that 30 mph speed limits were the most expensive for the County Council to enforce, and were therefore applied sparingly. However, he would support the Parish Council in its endeavours. The officer to contact would be Mr Ian Johnson. The Parish Council might also consider joining the County’s Strengthening Local Relationships scheme. The officer to contact would be Jill Gander.

It was resolved:


C.274.1 That the report from the County Councillor Shing be noted, and action taken as discussed.
CCllr Shing left the meeting.

C.275 REPORT OF THE HIGHWAYS LIAISON OFFICER

Mr Fyfield reported that no progress had been made on the outstanding repairs and remedial works since the last meeting (May 2011 minutes, Item C.253). The Wealden District Association of Local Councils was compiling a list of roads which had not been gritted in the severe winter of 2010-2011, and were found to have caused the most problems as a result. These were likely to be ‘C’ roads. Within East Dean & Friston, the C37 Gilberts Drive and Birling Gap Road, and the C40 Jevington Road were the most important to keep open, apart from the A259, though the majority of these had been gritted.  WDALC should be notified accordingly. 

It was resolved:


C.275.1 That the report of the Highways Liaison Officer be noted and WDALC be informed as discussed. 

C.276 ITEMS FOR FUTURE MEETINGS
The Rights of Way Committee: dog notices; footpath matters; seasonal items.
The Parish Council: tipping of garden rubbish onto Downsview Lane.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9.10 pm.

Signed…………………………………………………..Chair         Date……………………………………………….
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