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Minutes of a meeting of the Parish Council Planning Committee held in the Small Hall of the Village Hall, East Dean at 5.00 pm on Wednesday 25th January 2012.
Present: Councillors C Tyndall (Chair), T Bryant, R Coomber and R Page.
In attendance: Mrs K Larkin (Clerk).
There were four members of the public present. 
Public session:  None.
P.228 Apologies for absence: – Cllr S Hunt.
P.229 Declarations of Interest: – None.
P.230 Minutes of the previous meeting:  the Minutes of the meeting held on 4th January 2012 were confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chair. 
P. 231 SOUTH DOWNS NATIONAL PARK AUTHORITY - PLANNING AGENCY AGREEMENT
The Chair welcomed Mr Kelvin Williams, Head of Planning and Building Control at Wealden District Council, to brief the Committee on the proposed withdrawal of the planning agency agreement between the SDNPA and WDC. 
The need for transition. The planning application system within the Park was currently administered by a total of 13 different local authorities, under a section 101 Agreement, with planning policy being reserved to the Park Authority. This was a transitional arrangement: each of the 13 authorities had its own fee structure, system of delegation, IT system, design guide, etc., and the Park Authority needed to handle its own processes, to achieve consistency across the whole area of the Park. Four of the 13 authorities were now ready to withdraw, Wealden among them. In principle the agency agreement with WDC was scheduled to end in March 2012; WDC would complete the consideration of any cases it already had in hand, but all new cases from 01 April 2012 onwards would be handled directly by the SDNPA. However, related matters such as Environmental Health; Pollution Control; Licensing; Building Control; Dangerous Structures; and Land Charges; would remain with WDC. This was part of a new trend for each local authority to specialize in the provision of particular types of service and to do out-sourced work for neighboring authorities. In addition, in the case of a very large planning application arising within the Park but having implications for adjoining Wealden parishes outside the Park, WDC would be treated as a consultee. 
The system of delegation. In Wealden, non-controversial applications were usually delegated to officers for decision, with District Councilors having the ability to call in controversial cases for decision by the elected Planning Committee. This system could not be replicated exactly within the SDNPA, which was differently constituted. There would need to be some kind of comparable provision within the Park, but the new constitutional arrangements were still under discussion, led by the Park’s Chief Planning Officer [Mr Tim Slanney]. It was expected that the SDNPA planning offices and planning committee would be based in Midhurst in the western part of the Park, but WDC was pressing for some provision to be made in the eastern part of the Park (perhaps in Hailsham). 
 IT equipment. The laptop and projector loaned to East Dean & Friston Parish Council by WDC might be purchased by the SDNPA and remain in the parish, but this was still under discussion. It was extremely unlikely that there would be any reversion to paper plans. 

In discussion, the following points were raised:

· Constitution of the Park – it was noted that some members of the Park Authority were appointed, and others were elected (albeit by a limited electorate). In order to maintain public accountability, it would be important for the SDNPA to divide its territory between at least two planning committees, and to have members with local connections liaising between parishes and the planning committees, so far as possible. The role currently fulfilled by Cllr Peck was an important one. The Park Authority was currently inviting input from parishes on the future administration of planning in the Park, and EDFPC would contribute further.
· Localism Act 2011 –it was noted that if the parish wanted to set up a Neighbourhood Plan it would need to liaise with the SDNPA. However, if it wanted to bid for the right to buy a community asset, it would need to liaise with WDC. 
Standing Orders were suspended to enable members of the public to speak.

Mr R Webb on behalf of the Residents’ Association stated that the Association was chiefly interested in: (i) any policy changes that might accompany the ending of the agency agreement; (ii) the new delegation procedure; and (iii) the administration of the right to bid for community assets. He also queried the reasons for separating responsibility for planning control (SDNPA) and building control (WDC); Mr Williams replied that two different approval processes existed and would remain separate. However, consultations between the Park Authority, the Wealden District Council and the East Sussex County Council would be required in the case of large developments raising landscape issues (e.g. provision of wind turbines). The SDNPA would not be taking over any responsibilities currently exercised by ESCC. No staff would transfer when the changeover took place. 

Effect of central government policy changes. In further discussion it was noted that a major devolution of service provision was planned by central government. The general principle would be that ‘the user pays’. Another principle favoured by central government was that development should be facilitated, rather than resisted. A third principle was that any proposed developments must conform to higher level policies e.g. a Neighbourhood Plan or Order must conform to the Park’s Core Strategy (currently the same as Wealden’s Core Strategy, which the SDNPA had signed up to as an interim measure), and to the new National Planning Policy Framework. The difficulty here was that Wealden’s Core Strategy had been drawn up in the context of the old South East Plan which had been expected to provide the overarching policy framework, but was soon to be abolished. For another 12-18 months this would result in a power vacuum which was already attracting interest from developers. 

ACTIONS: 

· Mr Williams to send the Clerk a copy of the WDC Portfolio Holder’s comments on the draft Neighbourhood Planning Regulations

· The Committee to lobby the SDNPA for the provision of ‘local planning members’

· The Committee to consider what should trigger the referral of a planning application to the SDNPA Planning Committee (e.g. 20 objections received?) and to discuss this with the SDNPA
· The Committee to seek a briefing session from the SDNPA.
The Chairman thanked Mr Williams for his presentation. 

Mr Williams left the meeting. Standing Orders were reimposed and the meeting resumed. 
P.232 NEW APPLICATION
NP/2012/0001/F – 9 Deneside, East Dean BN20 0HU

Demolition of existing side conservatory and erection of new single storey side extension comprising masonry walls, matching leaded windows and pitched roof. Removal  of 1 no. chimney.

No objections had been made to the application. Members considered that the proposed changes would in fact improve the appearance of the property and would also benefit the neighbouring property by leaving more space at the common boundary, owing to the proposed reduction in the footprint of the side extension. 

It was resolved: 
P.232.1 To recommend that the application be approved.
P.233 DECISION NOTICES
The Committee noted the following application which had been approved by the Wealden District Council:

NP/2011/0097/F – 36 Warren Lane, Friston BN20 0EP

Two storey rear extension.

P.234 Wealden LDF Strategic Sites Development Plan Document and Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Report.
Cllr Page had considered a response to this Consultation. None of the twelve proposed Strategic Sites was in the parish; the nearest was in Polegate. It was difficult to predict what effect, if any, the plans would have on the parish, and therefore a response might be inappropriate. In discussion, it was noted that the definition of ‘sustainability’ would prove to be crucial in considering each of the twelve development sites. For the reasons given, the Committee would not respond formally to the consultation. 
It was resolved:

P.234 That the report from Cllr Page be noted. 
P.235 ENFORCEMENT ACTIONS 

Cllr Bryant raised concerns about the recently completed development at The Dipperays (NP/2011/0051). When the track across the Horsefield had been taken up and made good, a quantity of concrete comprising builders’ waste might have been buried on site rather than removed to landfill in the proper manner. ACTION: enquiries to be made at the next meeting between the Parish Council and the Gilbert Estate. The flint wall between the Horsefield and the kitchen garden was to be reinstated. The entrance should be the same size as it was before. Similarly the greenhouse which was part of the original Victorian garden had not yet been rebuilt. ACTION: THE Wealden District Council to be asked by what date this work should be completed. 
P.236 CORRESPONDENCE
The Council had received a copy of a new guide, How to shape where you live: a guide to neighbourhood planning, published by the Campaign to Protect Rural England, and the National Association of Local Councils. 

P.237 DATE OF NEXT MEETING – Wednesday 15th February 2012 at 5.00 pm, in the Small Hall of the Village Hall, East Dean.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 5.55 pm.
Signed…………………………………………………… (Chair)                              Date……………………………………………………
